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Overvi ew

1. Began 23 Nov 1995

2. Basic structure chiastic, but with many enbroi deri es across the
secti ons. 2-3 and 11-16:8 are nmj or opposition sections that
each di vide about the | eaders' scheni ng.

a) Lord's & Church's mnistry begins 1:1-45 16: 9- 20

b) Mortal Opposition from Tenpl e 2:1-3:6 14:1-16: 8

c) Mxed Allegiance in Galilee & Jer 3:7-35 11-13

d) Travels in Galilee & to Jerusalem 4:1-8:26 8:31-10:56

e) Confession of Jesus as Chri st 8:27-30

1:1-45, Lord's Mnistry Begins

1. Reference previous study.

2. Here he goes forth to preach (1:38), but forbids one unprepared
from doing so (1:45), for two reasons.

a) The man is preaching the wong thing: focus on the mracle.
Contrast 6:12, where the Twel ve go out preaching repentance,
focus on men's sin.

b) The man has not been prepared through fellowship with the
Lord. Contrast 16: 20, where after denonstrating their
i nconpetency in their own strength but receiving the Lord's
encour agenent, the Twelve finally go forth to preach Jesus as
Christ and Lord (Christ not understood until 8:27-30, Lord
until 16:20).

2:1-3:6, Mirtal Opposition from Tenpl e

1. 2:1-17, Jesus' authority over SIN

2. 2:23-3:6, his authority over SABBATH

3. 2:18-22, focal point, his presentation of hinself as the heavenly
bri degroom

4. This section introduces the objective of the religious |eaders to
destroy him 3:6, pointing to ch. 14:1 and the associ ated 14-15.

3:7-35, Mxed Allegience in Galil ee

1. 14ff, Sets apart Twelve to be the focus of his effort.

2. 22, The scribes continue their expected opposition.

3. 21, 31, Contrast the unexpected opposition of his friends and
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fam ly.
D. 4:1-8:26, Four Five-Part Trips in Galilee
1. Focal | esson: the different kinds of soils seen in ch. 4.

2. The four trips have the same structure:
a) Initial teaching
b) Trip out
c) Medial mracle
d) Trip back
e) Final nmiracle

3. In 6:12, the Twelve are sent out to preach that nmen shoul d
repent. They have | earned enough to focus attention on the sin
probl em (somet hing the I eper of 1:45 didn't know); they do not
yet understand the solution for the problem

E. 8:27-30, the Confession
1. The Lord is called "Jesus" in 93 vv of Mark. H s human nane.

2. He is called "Christ" first in 1:1, then not again until here.
The word occurs in six nore vv in the rest of the gospel. It is
at this point that the disciples are able to articulate clearly
that he is the Messi ah, the foundati on on which the sacrificial
teaching of the rest of the book buil ds.

3. The title "Lord" does not appear until the |ast verse, 16:20.
F. 8:31-10:56, Travel to Jerusal em

1. Focal teaching: three predictions of his passion: 8:31; 9:31;
10: 32-34. Now that they recogni ze hi mas Messiah, they are ready
to learn a new side to his work.

2. Two chi asns.
a) 8:31-9:13, the cost of discipleship: focus on 8:34-9:1.
b) 9:14-10:52 is sinplicity of salvation: begins and ends with a
faith-based healing, and focus on the sinple faith of children

in 10:13-16.

G 11-13, Mxed Allegience in Jerusalem
As in ch. 3, we have the press of the nmultitude, the opposition of
the religious | eaders, and the attenpt to be alone with the Twel ve.

1. 11:1-11, Triunphal Entry, Public Assertion of Authority

2. Sanhedrin: Two sections about the tenple, each introduced wth
Fig Tree
a) 12-19, Ceansing the Tenple: The Lord's authority
b) 20-12:34, Contest with the Sanhedrin: their lack of authority
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3. 12:35-40, Multitudes: Public Assertion of Authority

4. 12:41-13:37, Private teaching to Disciples (cf. quest for time
alone with themin ch. 3)

14:1-16:8, Mortal Opposition from Tenpl e
1. 14:1 recalls 3:6.
2. Major enphasis on prediction and ful fill nment
a) 14:12-16 shows the Lord's ability to predict.

b) 14:17-72 is prediction and fulfillnent of betrayal by the
di sci pl es.

c) The whole section fulfills the threefold passion prediction.
8 9 10 14- 16
1) Betrayal X X 14a
2) Condemmed/ Jews X X 14b
3) Humiliated/ Gentil es X 15a
4) Crucified X X X 15b
5) Rai sed X X X 16a

16: 9- 20, Church's M nistry Begi ns

Recal |l earlier study. Finally, the disciples can "go forth and
preach,” the m ssion that was forbidden to the | eper in 1:45,
because they both understand the nessage and have the experience
with the Lord.

Maj or Themes in Mark

1. Failure of Church and State
a) Opposition fromthe very first by the religi ous establishnent
b) Their perversion of the political process to achieve their
ends

2. Variety of Responses:
a) four soils in ch. 4.
b) m xed responses all the way through

3. The Cospel
a) Founded in the Lord's death, 15:37
b) Accessed by sinple faith, 9:14-10:52
c) Yields whol e-hearted obedi ence and self-sacrifice, 8:31-9:13



