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Over vi ew

1

9: 14-10: 52, focuses on the need for faith and the sinplicity of

sal

a)

b)

b)

vati on.

Public: Begins and ends with a healing that depends on faith
1) 9:14-29, Healing & Faith: Denoniac Boy and his Father
2) 10:46-52, Healing & Faith: Barti naeus

Private: Then an alternation between announcenent of the
passi on and the disciples' failure to appreciate the cost
(application of the Iesson fromthe initial chiasm

1) 9:30-32, Second Announcenent of his Passion

2) 9:33-50, I|nappropriate Response: Wio shall be first?
3) 10: 32-34, Third Announcenent of his Passion

4) 10: 35-45, | nappropriate Response: Janes and John

Public: In the center, 10:1-31, three encounters by the way,
illustrating the soils once again, with the good soil in the
mddle, the sinmple faith of children.

is entire section noves nonotonically toward Jerusal em

Rout e mar ker s

1) 8:27, region of Caesarea Philippi, at the foot of Mount
Her non.

2) 9, transfiguration probably on Mount Hernon, healing of
denoni ac boy at its foot.

3) 9:30, 33, now npbves south toward Caper naum

4) 10:1, toward Judea by way of far side of Jordan

5) 10:32, in the road going up to Jerusal em

6) 10:46, Jericho

Not e promnmi nence of the expression "in the road" en tw hodw :
6x in Mark, all between 8:3 and 10: 52. The noun overal

appears 16x, or an average of one per chapter, but in chapters
9 and 10 there are six occurrences, or three per chapter:
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Conpare distribution of "sea," 19x overall
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c) Significance of this novenent: the three announcenents of the
Lord's comng sacrifice. He is going to Jerusalemto die.
Deliberate, fully in control, sacrificing hinself.

d) As we have noted, each announcenent i ncludes his death and
resurrection. Each al so contrasts with the others on certain
common f eat ures:

1) Ref: 8: 31 9: 31 10: 33f
2) Thene: Judgnent by Betrayal by Hum | i ati on by
Jews hi s own CGentil es
3) Error: Pet er The Twel ve Janes & John
4) Lesson: Deny yourself Take up cross Follow Me
(cf 8:34) 8:35-9:1 9: 43- 48 10: 38-45

A. 9:30-32, Second Announcenent

1. Setting: Note the function of "for" in 31. He sought secrecy
BECAUSE he wi shed to teach the disciples. The road to Jerusal em
has a nunber of opportunities for public mnistry, but he nust
al so prepare the Twelve for what awaits them and their
preparation centers around these announcenents of his com ng
passi on. Lesson: the inportance of private teaching to a snall
group as well as broad public ninistry.

2. Announcenent: Set apart by the nmention that "the Son of man is
delivered into the hands of men ...." Greek paradidom, 121x in
NT, 40x translated "betray." This is the verb that is used
consi stently throughout the gospels to describe the activity of
Judas in betraying the Lord Jesus. Just as the unexpected feature
of the first announcenent was the role of the Jewi sh | eaders, so
t he unexpected feature of the second is the role of his own
di sci pl e.

3. Response: They did not understand, and were afraid to ask. The
first would not be nearly so bad, were it not for the second.

Their ignorance leads themall to two bl oopers that recall Peter's
after the first announcenent of the passion. Each of the three
announcenents of the Lord's passion is foll owed by one or nore
errors that show their | ack of understanding, and in turn by an
exhortation fromthe Lord along the |ines of 8:34: "deny hinself,
take up his cross, follow ne." The first and second are in focus
here. The disciples commit two errors that show t hey have not deni ed
t hensel ves; the Lord goes on to exhort themto take up the cross.
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B. 33-34, First Error: Seeking priority anmong those wi thin.
Whil e he has been trying to get across the notion of his coning
deat h, they have been pl anni ng cabi net assignnments for the kingdom

35-37, First Correction: Honor within the Assenbly

The Lord corrects their attitude in two ways: with an explicit
exhortation, and with an exanpl e.

1

35, The explicit exhortation can be read in two ways: as a
war ni ng of the punishment to fall on those who seek preem nence,
or as an encouragenent to humility. See Shoebox dat abase
frstlast. db.

a) Both are in fact true; of the eighteen statenents of this sort
in the gospels, thirteen are symmetric (cf. 10:31), and five
(like this one) are asymetric.

b) Al the other asymmetric ones are commands ("If you want such
an such an outconme, then behave this way"), as evidenced
either by the use of inperative in the apodosis, or the
context (as in 10:42, where the Lord' s use of hinmself as an
exanpl e suggests we should read it as an encouragenent to
hum lity). Luke 9:23 shows that indicative in the protosis is
no i npedi nrent to readi ng as a connand.

c) Furthernore, all of the symmetric ones are predictions ("If
you behave in such and such a way, this will be the result").
We expect the converse to be true al so, otherw se the Lord
woul d soneti mes be warning of judgnent w thout pointing the
way to sal vation, which would be contrary to his way of
dealing with the twel ve.

d) Also: predictions are in general terns (be first or |last, save
soul or lost it), while comrmands are nore specific (take up
cross, serve others). In fact, much of the confusion is that
this verse conbines the "first/last" vocabul ary of the
predictions with the "servant" vocabul ary of the commands.

e) Conclude: read 9:35 as a command, not a prediction. "Do you
want to be first, very good: the way is to be servant of
all."The only other asymmetrical instances are 10:42 and its
parallel in Mtt,

36-37, Exanple of a child. What will happen to you if you do take
t he | owest place? Which would you rather be in the church, one of
the elders with prestige and responsibility for decisions, or one
of the little children who just go to SS? By the Lord's

st andards, even the youngest believers, those with | east prestige
in the assenbly, deserve the honor that is due to himand to the
father. Even if you were to take this hunble a position, the
church should still honor you as a nenber of the body of Christ.

NB: the point of this text is not to bless children per se, but
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to exhort the disciples to take the hunble place of a child, and
recogni ze that even that place is bl essed.

D. 38, Second Error: Putting down those w thout.

1

The setting

a) The Lord has gathered his Twelve around him dearly, they are
exactly where they ought to be. Nothing could be better than
to have intimte, personal fellowship with him

b) They have seen soneone casting out denons in the Lord' s nane,
someone not part of their group, and they have forbi dden him
Possi bl e noti ves:

1) Pride: desire to "corner the market," to be the excl usive
channel through which people cone to Christ.

2) Insecurity. They have just failed to cast out a denon,
whil e these others seemto have better success. Maybe it
wasn't really necessary to | eave those nets and that tax
box and set off after the Lord.

c) Modern parallels: rivalry anong Christian groups. If we're
right, why shouldn't everyone el se have to conme through us?
and why do they seemto enjoy such success? Maybe we're not
right, after all. Leads to two possi ble errors:

1) Opposing the work others are trying to do for the Lord;
2) Abandoning the light the Lord has given us; feeling that it

doesn't matter and we shoul dn't be so narrow i n our
di sci pli ne.

E. 39-50, Second Rebuke: Don't offend others or fall short yoursel ves
Two conmands here, to avoid these two possible errors that we may
fall into when we contenpl ate ot her believers.

1

39-41, Don't offend other believers

Don't try to oppose the nmnistry that others offer in the nane of
Christ, even those who do not share your convictions. Gves three
nmoti ves:

a) 39, the glory of Christ. If the Spirit sees fit to bless their
mnistry with fruit, the fact that they do it in the name of
Christ brings glory to him Cf. Paul in Phil. 1:14-18, where
he rejoi ces even over the preaching of those who seek thereby
to hurt himl (Perhaps rival preachers jealous of his
preem nence, seeking to enlarge their own congregations
t hrough a conpetitive spirit.)

b) 40, the benefit of the doubt. Need to conpare this with other
simlar statenents in the gospels:



c)

1) Here the MI actually has "you" rather than "us." Luke 9:50,
t he sane episode, has "us," as does the AV here. In both
cases, the default is to assune they are for us if they
don't explicitly oppose.

2) M 12:30 (when the Phari sees are accusi ng hi mof casting
out denpbns by Satan), "He that is not with nme is agai nst
ne." Now the default is against; he who is not clearly and
definitely for Christ is to be assuned to be agai nst him

3) The difference between the two is in the standard being
of fended. W owe the benefit of the doubt to those who are
lifting up the Lord Jesus, even if they differ from our
order, our customs. But we owe no such presunption of honor
to those who are not explicit about their devotion to the
Lord Jesus.

41, the golden rule. Consider how you would want others to
treat you, supporting your mnistry for the sake of Chri st,
and offer himthe sane kindness.

42- 48, Don't abandon your own principl es.
Four war ni ngs about things that might "of fend" or "cause to
stunbl e. ™

a)

b)

42, External threats

"The little ones" are not the children he has presented (note
that "these" is in italics and should be onmitted), but
bel i evers who take the hunbl e position that the children
illustrate. Wiile you are tolerant of those who differ, don't
|l et them cause you to turn away from your own principles, and
recogni ze that God will judge those who do.

43-48, Internal threats
Three highly parallel sections, one devoted to each of three
vital organs: the hand, the foot, the eye.

1) The point seens to be that while rival groups do pose a
danger of offending us, the even greater danger is from our
own fl esh.

2) "Cut off the hand," "cut off the foot," "pluck out the eye"
all are specific manifestations of the conmand from 8: 34,
"take up his cross.” Cf. Gal. 5:24, "they that are Christ's
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts." W
are to show no nercy on the flesh.

3) So should we di smenber ourselves? If it really were a
speci fic physical nenber that were causing the problem
yes. But the problemof the flesh is not localized in any
specific nenber. Mark 7:21. Cut off a thief's hand, and he
will still covet. The Lord's | anguage is hyperbolic, to
enphasi ze t hat



a> the greatest threat to our spirituality is not riva
Chri stian groups, but our own carnality;

b> our spiritual health is so inportant that no sacrifice
is too great to nake if it nmintains it.

3. 49-50, the |l esson fromsalt

a)

b)

Backgr ound

For us, salt is a cheap, connpon substance, used nmainly to

fl avor food, and we are npbst conscious of it as sonething that
physicians try to get us to avoid. |In ancient tines, it was
much nmore rare, thus precious. Ronman sol diers received part of
their pay in salt, a paynent called salarium fromwhich we
get our nodern word "salary." In addition, it was nobre than a
seasoni ng, though it was that (Job 6:6). But it was al so

i nportant as a nedicine and a preservative for food. In this
sense the Lord here uses it as a netaphor for sonething
inmportant in the Christian's life.

49, the value of salt

Two sayi ngs about being "salted."” There are two OI passages
t hat speak of being "salted." The second saying clearly
alludes to the second; | think the first saying perhaps
alludes to the first.

1) "Everyone shall be salted with fire."

a> Ezek 16:4 shows young babies were rubbed with salt, to
t oughen their skin and guard agai nst infection. Wthout
this care, the child cannot stand the harsh environnent
that the world presents.

b> Application: In Ezek 16:4, it is the Lord who provides
the salt to toughen and protect the infant Israel. He is
often depicted as a consuming fire (Deut 4:24; Heb
12:29). According to Mal 3:2,3, he is like a refiner's
fire, purging out all that is unclean. |Isa 33:13-17
decl ares that only the righteous can abide in the
presence of "devouring fire" and "everlasting burnings."”
So when we stand before the Lord, our works shall be
"tried by fire,” 1 Cor 3:13. The fire of God' s presence
t hat destroys the wicked in 9:43-48 al so purges and
strengt hens the believer. "Take up your cross,"
recogni ze that God purposes to kill whatever in you is
unpl easing to him

c> In this context, warns agai nst the response of Pride;
cf. Isa 57:15, where the ones who can endure the Lord's
presence are "of a contrite and hunble spirit."”
2) "Every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.

a> Quoted fromLev 2:13. Grain offerings nust be
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acconpanied with salt, and nust not have | eaven or honey
in them Leaven and honey pronote fernmentation; salt
preserves food and protects it from spoil age. The
offerings that we bring to the Lord should not be |iable
to change and deteriorate on their own, but should be

st abl e.

b> Application: Now the salting el ement cones, not fromthe
Lord, but fromthe believer. W are responsible to guard
agai nst corruption; to "hold fast the faithful word as
[we have] been taught” (Titus 1:9).

c> In this context, warns agai nst insecurity and abandoni ng
our distinctives in the face of chall enges from ot hers.

c) 50a, the risk of losing salt
There is no danger that the fire of God's presence will | ose
its heat, but the salt of our commitnent nay grow sl ack, so
the Lord warns agai nst this.

d)

1)

2)

Salt that has lost its savor: refers to rock salt deposits;
sonetines the salt is mngled with gypsum or else the rain
has washed the salt out |eaving only tastel ess ninerals

t hat cannot preserve. So we nust guard agai nst beconi ng
insipid in our conmtnent to the Lord.

Thi s sayi ng appears in three different contexts, in M, M,
and Lk.

a> M 5:13, in the Sernon on the Mwunt, along with the
light of the world, in the context of persecution. Don't
|l et opposition tenmpt you into being nondistinctive. Dare
to stand out for the Lord.

b> Here, in an exhortation to respond correctly to
differing Christian groups. Don't abandon what the Lord
has showed you

c> Lk 14:34, in context of the need to take up the cross
and follow him a warning to the multitudes (14:25) of
t he needed sacrifice. Basic exhortation to
di stinctiveness.

50b, sumary exhortati on
Recapi tul ates both of the | essons stinmulated by the encounter
with the other exorcists.

1)

2)

"Have salt in yourselves." Hold fast what the Lord has
showed you. Don't let others sweep you away with their
successes.

"Have peace one with another." Let God's purging fire do
away with all wath, envy, and bitterness, and be
charitable toward all who glorify the Lord Jesus.
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Anal ysi s
Here the ptc + fv clauses seemto i ntroduce sections, which are

filled out by the sinple clauses.

9: 30-33a, Second Announcenent of his Passion

1. 30 Ka)kei”™gen e)cel qo/ntes pareporeu/onto dia\ th*s Glilai/as,
2. * kai\ ou)k h)/qgelen i(/na tis gnoi”:

3. * 31 e)di/dasken ga\r tou\s maghta\s au)tou”®

4. * kai\ e)/legen au)toi”s o(/ti

Noo

©

a) * (Oui(o\s tou™ a)ngrw pou paradi/dotai ei)s xei” ras
a) ngr w pwn,

b) * kai\ a)poktenou”sin au)to/n,

c) kai\ a)poktangeils nmeta\ trei”s h(ne/ras a)nasth/setai.

* 32 o0i( de\ h)gno/oun to\ r(h"ma,

* kai\ e)fobou™nto au)to\n e)perw h"sai .

* 33a Kai\ h)~lgon ei)s Kafarnaou/ m

:33-50, | nappropriate Response: Wo shall be first? (private)

33-34, First Error: Seeking priority anong those within

a) 33b kai\ e)n th”| oi)ki/a] geno/nenos e)phrwta au)tou/s,
1) Ti/ e)n th™| o(dw‘| diel ogi/zesqe;

b) * 34 oi( de\ e)siw pwn,

c) * pro\s a)llh/lous ga\r diele/xghsan e)n th™| o(dw‘| ti/s
mei / zwn.

35-37, First Rebuke: Anticipation of "Foll ow nme"

a) 35, Explicit teaching
35 kai\ kaqgi/sas e)fw nhsen tou\s dw deka kai\ | e/ gei
au)toi s,
1) Ei)/ tis qgqe/lei prwrtos ei)”™nai e)/stai pa/ntwn e)/sxatos
kai\ pa/ ntwn di a/ konos.
Link to 10:42-45, just as 8:34 |l ooks forward to all three
r ebukes.

b) 36-37, Exanple of a child
Even the youngest, sinplest believer is worthy of the honor
you would pay to ne, and thus to ny Fat her.
1) 36 kai\ labwn paidi/on e)/sthsen au)to\ e)n ne/sw
au)twtn
2) kai\ e)nagkalisa/nenos au)to\ ei)”pen au)toi”s,
a> 37 (\Gs ea)\n e(\n tw*n toiou/twn paidi/wn de/chtai
e)pi\ tw'| o)no/nmati/ nou, e)nme\ de/xetai:
b> kai\ o(\s ea)\n e)ne\ de/chtai, ou)k e)ne\ de/xetai
a)lla\ to\n a)postei/lanta/ ne.

38, Second Error: Putting down those w thout.

* 38 )/Efh au)tw*| o( )Iwal/nnhs,

a) Di da/skal e,

b) ei)/done/n tina e)n tw'|] o)no/mati/ sou e)kba/llonta
dai no/ ni a,

c) (os ouk akol ougei (hnin



d) kai\ e)kw u/onen au)to/n,
e) o(/ti ou)k h)kol ou/gei h(m "n.

39-50, Second Rebuke: Don't offend other believers or yoursel ves
* 39 o( de\ )l hsou”s ei)"pen,

a) I medi ate command: Don't offend other believers
1) M\ kwlu/ete au)to/n,
2) Mbtives:
a> ou)deils ga/r e)stin o(\s poih/sei du/nanin e)pi\ tw|
o)no/mati/ nou kai\ dunh/setai taxu\ kakol ogh®"sai/ ne:
b> 40 o(\s ga\r ou)k e)/stin kaq" h(mvn, u(pe\r h(mvn
e)stin.
c> Contrast p
1> 41 (\Gs ga\r a)\n poti/sh| u(nma”s poth/rion u(/datos
e)n o)no/mati o(/ti Xristou™ e)ste, a)mh\n | e/ gw
u(m”~n o(/ti ou) mh\ a)pole/sh|] to\n nisgo\n au)tou”.

b) Extension: Don't offend yoursel ves.

1) General principle
42 Kai\ o(\s a)\n skandali/sh|] e(/na tw‘n ni krw*n tw'n
pi steuo/ntwn ei)s e)nme/, kalo/n e)stin au)tw‘| na™llon ei)
peri/keitai nmu/los o)niko\s peri\ to\n tra/xhlon au)tou”
kai\ be/blhtai ei)s th\in ga/l assan.

2) The Hand

a> 43 Kai\ e)a\n skandali/zh| se h( xei/r sou, a)po/koyon
au)th/n:

b> kalo/n e)sti/n se kullo\n ei)selqgei™n ei)s th\n zwh\n
h)\ ta\s du/o xei”ras e)/xonta a)pelqei”n ei)s th\n
ge/ ennan, ei)s to\ pu”r to\ a)/sbeston.
1> 44 o(/pou o( skw |l hc au)tw'n ou) tel euta”™| kail to\

pu”r ou) sbe/nnutai:

3) The Foot
a> 45 kai\ e)a\n o( pou/s sou skandali/zh| se, a)po/koyon
au)to/ n:
b> kalo/n e)sti/n se ei)selqgei”™n ei)s thin zwh\n xwl o\n h)\
tou\s du/ o po/das e)/xonta bl hgh™nai ei)s th\n ge/ennan.
1> 46 o(/pou o( skw |l hc au)tw‘n ou) tel euta”™| kail to\
pu”r ou) sbe/nnutai:

4) The Eye

a> 47 kai\ e)a\n o( o)fgal no/s sou skandali/zh| se,
e)/ kbal e au)to/ n:

b> kal o/ n se/ e)stin nono/fqal non ei)selgei™n ei)s th\n
basil ei/an tou” geou™ h)\ du/o o)fgal nou\s e)/ xonta
bl hgh”*nai ei)s th\n ge/ennan,
1> 48 o(/pou o( skw |l hc au)tw*n ou) tel eutan| kail\ to\

pu”r ou) sbe/nnutai:

c) 49-50, the lesson fromsalt
1) 49 pa”s ga\r puri\ a(lisgh/setai.
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kai pasa qusia ali alisghsetai.

50 Kalo\n to\ a(/l as:

e)a\n de\ to\ a(/las a)/nalon ge/nhtai,
a)rtu/sete;

e)/ xete e)n e(autoi”s a(/la,

kai\ ei)rhneu/ete e)n a)llh/lois.
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