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Over vi ew
8:27-10:15 is structured as two chi asns.
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A 14-

8:27-9:13 deals nostly with the Twel ve, focusing on the cost of
di sci pl eshi p (Laf ontai ne and Beernaert).

a) Questions about Prophecies (Past) 8:27-28 9:11-13
b) ID of Jesus (Present, Secret) 8: 29- 30 9:7-10
Pet er Fat her
c) Prediction (Future, Peter) 8: 31- 33 9:2-6
Passi on Res' n
d) Cost of Discipleship 8:34-9:1

By contrast, 9:14-10:52 involves other people, and focuses on the
need for faith and the sinplicity of sal vation.

a) Begins and ends with a healing that depends on faith
1) 9:14-29, Healing & Faith: Denoniac Boy and his Father
2) 10:46-52, Healing & Faith: Barti naeus

b) Then an alternati on between announcenent of the passi on and
the disciples' failure to appreciate the cost (application of
the I esson fromthe initial chiasm
1) 9:30-32, Second Announcenent of his Passion
2) 9:33-50, I|Inappropriate Response: Wio shall be first?

3) 10: 32-34, Third Announcenent of his Passion
4) 10: 35-45, | nappropriate Response: Janes and John

c) In the center, 10:1-31, three encounters by the way,
illustrating the soils once again, with the good soil in the
m ddle, the sinple faith of children.

The healing by faith in 9:14-29 has the public + private contrast
typical of instruction to the disciples. NB: Matt. 17:14-20

pl aces the burden of unbelief on the disciples; Mark places it
only on the father. The disciples are the last in a series of

i ndi viduals with whomthe Lord deals in this section: the

scri bes, the father, the denon, and the boy.

He confronts the father and the denon each two tines, once
to set up their problem the second tinme to deal with it.
Mark calls our attention to the differences between their
r esponses.

15, The Setti ng

The scene is like an argunent with Stoney on the Di ag; the

di sci pl es and the scribes | ocked in debate, with a crowd gat hered
around t hem

Mar k makes a special point of the crowd's response to the Lord in
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15: "when they beheld him [they] were greatly anmzed."

a) A strong word for terror or dread, used of the disciples when
seeing the angel at the tonb (16:5), of the Lord confronting
death in the garden (14:33), and (adjective) of the people
seeing the healing of the lane man (Acts 3:11).

b) Wiat justifies this strong word? Not just the Lord' s approach.
Most |ikely theory: the lingering radi ance of the
transfi guration.

1) Conpare Ex 34:29-30, the people fear the gl ow on Mses'
face after his nountaintop conversation with the Lord.

2) Contrast: there, the gl ow nade them afraid to cone near.
Here, it attracts them 2 Cor. 3:7-9. The superior glory of
the Lord Jesus to that of the | aw

B. 16-19, The Lord and the Father (first encounter)

1

16, The Lord's initial address is to the scribes, not the father.
He is comng to the defense of the disciples. "Wat seenms to be
t he probl em here?"

17-19, The father butts in with the explanation--unless he is a
scribe or in | eague with them Three characteristics of his
st atenent bear noting for |ater conparison.

a) Note node of address: "Master," that is, "Teacher." Atitle of
respect, acknow edging the Lord Jesus as a peer to the
scri bes. The father speaks for the scribes, to the Lord as a
scri be. He grants him professional peer-to-peer courtesy.

b) Hs attitude is a denmandi ng one. (Not in Matt and Luke, but
Mar k does present it this way.)

1) "I have brought unto thee ny son."

2) "l spake to thy disciples that they should cast himout."
Not "ask" or "request," but "spake." "l told themto cast
hi mout . "

3) Cf. the king of Syria to the king of Israel re. Naaman, 2
Ki ngs 5:1-8.

4) Perhaps the scribes have put himup to this, as a way to
chal | enge the Lord.

c) Hi s analysis of the disciples' failure: "they could not."
"could" = isxuw. "They were too weak." They fail ed; did not
have the goods. Places the fault on them

19, the Lord's reply. To "hint (the father), but plural, like his
question in 16, suggesting that he links the father closely with
t he scri bes.

a) "Ceneration": recall discussion from8:12. Not a physica
gener ati on of 20-40 years, but those who inhabit the present
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aiwn or age (cf. Luke 16:8), which is intrinsically evil (Gl.

1:4). In Mark and Luke, serves nuch as kosnbs does in John.
b) Characterized as "unbelieving,"” a point that will cone out in
nore detail in the Lord' s second confrontation with the

father. The man's presunptive attitude is seen by the Lord as
indicative of a lack of faith. Faith is trust in God; the nan
shows trust of a sort, but not in God! Mdre on this |ater.

c) Note the Lord's frustration: 2x "How long...?" Not often are
we allowed to see how difficult it nust have been for the
holy, all-powerful, all-w se Son of God to deal with sinful,
weak, stupid people, but the glinpse here suggests what a
burden it was for him Hi s forbearance with us should be an
exanple for us in dealing with one another.

C. 20, The Lord and the denon (first encounter)
VWhen the spirit sees the Lord (nonminative ptc; sane subject as
finite verb), he throws the boy into convul si ons. Throughout Mark,
t he denbons recogni ze the Lord and acknow edge hi m before he
chall enges them «cf. 1:24; 3:11; 5:7. Here also the denmon bows down
before the Lord in the body of the possessed boy. "Every knee shal
bow, ... of things under the earth" (Phil 2). "The denpbns beli eve,
and trenble" (Janmes 2:19).

D. 21-24, The Lord speaks with the father.

1. 21, The Lord's initial question draws out just how desperate the
man's situation was with his son: a life-long, life-threatening
condition. He nay be faithless, but he is also in great need. In
condemi ng the one, we nust not | ose conpassion for the other.

2. Through the conversation, three shifts take place fromthe
father's attitude in his initial statenent to the Lord:

a) Instead of the denandi ng tone, he now asks the Lord (22),
"have conpassion on us, and help us." Acknow edges
1) Hs own inability: "help us." Before he was conpl ai ni ng
about what the disciples could not do. Now he is
acknow edgi ng what he cannot do.

2) Hi s own unworthiness: "have conpassion on us." He has no
right to the healing, but asks for the Lord's nmercy.

b) The di sci ples were unabl e; he now asks the Lord to help "if
thou canst do anything." "canst" = dunanmi, a nore abstract
termthan i sxuw. This expression |l eads to an interchange:

1) The Lord corrects him (23): "the question is not whether
can act, but whether you can believe." Lit, "This '"If thou
canst' has to do with believing."”

2) Hi s response (24) acknow edges his own unbelief, and asks
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the Lord for help with that belief, using the same word he
had previously used to ask for help with his son.

3) This interchange shows that the real problemis not the
denon possession, but the father's unbelief, and
incidentally recognizes that even faith is sonething that
CGCod nmust generate within us.

c) The third point of contrast is in the title with which he
addresses the Lord. After being rebuked for his lack of faith,
he calls Jesus, "Lord" (24).

1) It was presunptuous and "faithless” for himto approach
Jesus only as "teacher" and demand healing for his
son--faithl ess not because he did not believe a healing
woul d be forthconi ng, but because his trust was in Jesus as
a nman and in his own worthiness.

2) Now t hat he has abandoned any claimto his own worthi ness
and cast hinself on the nmercy of the Lord, he nanifests
faith that brings results.

25-26a, The Lord speaks to the denon.

1

The linking ptc in v.25 takes us back to the running crowd, thus
maki ng this section parallel to the previous two di scussi ons.

The Lord conmmands the denon directly, with authority, w thout any
magi ¢ i ncant ati ons.

Not e the denon's response: "cried," just as the father did in 24.
Mark wants us to conpare the responses of the two individuals
with whom the Lord has been engaged. The father takes the option
of faith; his "cry" is for help, and he is delivered. The denpbns
have no such option; their "cry" is of despair and angui sh before
their judge, and such will be the cry of all who do not cast

t hensel ves on the nercy of the Lord.

26b- 27, The Lord revives the boy.
He has vanqui shed the denobn, and won the father's submi ssion in
faith, but how about the boy?

1
2.

3.

The denons used him as their playground.

If the father was in | eague with the scribes, they |likely used
hi m as a decoy.

The Lord does not use him but has conpassi on on himand restores
himto full health.

28-29, The Lord instructs the disciples.

1

The father is not the only one who was di sappointed in the
di sciples' lack of ability. Wien the Lord sent them out two by
two, they were successful over denons (6:7, 13). Wiy not now?



Hi s answer: they were presunptuous, not hunbling thensel ves
before God in prayer and fasting. They had apparently presuned

t hat they possessed the power to cast out denopns intrinsically,
and did not cast thenselves on the Lord for this case. The Lord
had been on the nobuntain, in prayer and probably fasting as well,
and so he was able to deliver the | ad.

H Mral on Faith

1. The attitude of the disciples in the case of this denoniac is the
same as the father's, one of proud presunption rather than
sel f - hunbl i ng and beseechi ng.

2. The Lord diagnoses this attitude on the part of the father as
"faithless" (v.19), and we night very well describe it in the
sane way for the disciples (as the Lord in fact does in Matt
17: 20) .

3. This notion of "faithl essness" differs from our usua
under st andi ng.

a) We think of soneone as "faithless"” if they do not believe that
sonmet hing will happen, e.g., Peter trying to walk on the
wat er, but being distracted by the wi nd and waves.

b) Here, the father and the disciples are faithless for believing
that something will happen, but for the wong reason, w thout
appropriate recognition of the One in whomtheir faith nust be
| odged.

1) The father's faith was in Jesus as a nere teacher, not as
the Lord; he needed to hunble hinself by confessing his
unwort hi ness before Jesus as Lord.

2) The disciples' faith was in thensel ves, based on their own
past experience; they needed to hunble thensel ves before
t he Heavenly Father in prayer and fasting.

c) In sum faith is trusting God, and we can cone short either by
failing to trust or by trusting the wong source. Confidence
that things will work out OK is not faith, unless it rests on
a recognition of our own unworthiness and inability, and
represents a conplete surrender to the Lord' s power.

d) O her exanples of faith that isn't faith:

1) John 4:50, 53; cf. 1 John 5:13. faith for different objects.

2) Janes 2:19, faith that does not |ead to subnission and
obedi ence.

Anal ysi s

In the interests of understandi ng the respective roles of narrative

clauses with and wi t hout preposed participles, I'mrecording the

mai n sequence here (omitting or summari zi ng quotations), with the
simpl e cl auses (those without ptcs) marked by *.
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A 14-

1

1

2.

27, Public Healing

The Setting

a) 14 Kai\ e)lqo/ntes pro\s tou\s naghta\s ei )”~don <crowd +
scri bes>

b) 15 kai\ eu)qu\s pa*s o( o)/xlos i)dw n au)to\n e)ceqganbh/ gh,

c) kai\ prostre/ xontes h)spal/zonto au)to/n.

The Lord speaks with the Scri bes

a) * 16 kai\ e)phrw thsen tous grammatei s <Wat's goi ng on?>

b) 17 kai\ a)pokri/qeis ei (s e)k tou® 0)/xlou, eipe <report
about failure to heal son>

c) 19 o( de\ a)pokrigeils au)toi”s |e/gei, <unfaithful
generation; bring the boy here>

The Lord confronts the denon

a) * 20 kai\ h)/negkan au)to\n pro\s au)to/n.

b) kai\ i)dwn au)to\n euqus to\ pneu™na espal/racen au)to/n,
c) kai\ peswn e)pi\ th*s gh”s e)kuli/eto a)fri/zwn.

The Lord speaks with the father
a) * 21 kai\ e)phrwthsen to\n pate/ra au)tou”,
1) Po/sos xro/nos e)sti\n w(s tou®t o ge/gonen au)tw|;
b) * o( de\ ei)”pen, <narrative of the condition>
c) * 23 o( de\ )l hsou”*s ei)”pen au)tw'|,
1) To\ Ei) du/nasai pisteusai;
2) pa/nta dunata\ tw*| pisteu/onti.
d) 24 kai eu)qu\s kra/cas o( path\r tou” paidi/ou neta dakruwn
e)/lege, <Lord, | believe, help ny unbelief>

The Lord speaks to the denobn

The linking ptc in v.25 takes us back to the running crowd, thus

maki ng this section parallel to the previous two di scussi ons.

a) 25 i)dwn de\ o( )l hsou”s o(/ti e)pisuntre/xei 0)/xlos
e)peti/mhsen tw'| pneu/nati tw‘| a)kaqga/rtw |e/gwn au)tw'|,
<l eave t he boy!>

b) 26 kai\ kra/can kai\ polla\ sparal/can auton e)ch”l gen:

The Lord revives the boy.

a) * kai\ e)ge/neto wsei\ nekro/s,
1) wm(/ste pollou\s le/gein o(/ti a)pel/ganen.

b) 27 o( de\ )l hsou”s krath/sas auton th”s xeiro\s h)/geiren
au)to/n,

c) * kai\ a)ne/sth.

29, Debriefing the D sciples

28 kai\ ei)selgo/nta au)ton”® ei)s oi)”kon oi ( maghtai\ au)tou®
kat' i)di/an e)phrwtwn au)to/n, <why couldn't we cast it out?>
29 kai\ ei)”pen au)toi”s, <need for prayer and fasting>



