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Overvi ew
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8:27-9:13, noves frompast inward to the future, focusing on the
cost of discipleship (Lafontai ne and Beernaert).

a) Questions about Propheci es (Past) 8:27-28 9:11-13
b) I D of Jesus (Present, Secret) 8: 29-30 9:7-10
Pet er Fat her
c) Prediction (Future, Peter) 8: 31- 33 9:2-6
Passi on Res' n
d) Cost of Discipleship 8:34-9:1

8:31 is first announcenent of the Lord' s passion; two nore
conming. Each of the three is followed by a blunder on the part of
one or nore of the Twelve, and then by a |l esson on the terns of
di sci pl eship (summari zed in 8:34):

Announcenent Bl under Di sci pl eship
a) 8:31 32-33, Peter 35-9:1, deny yourself
b) 9:31 33-34, Twelve 43-48, take up cross
c) 10: 33f 35-37, J/J 38-45, follow nme

Today: 8:34-9:1, Cost of Discipleship

a) Note chiasm here too.
1) 34, 9:1 "he said"
2) 35, 38 "for whoever" _hos gar __
3) 36, 37 "what?" _ti_
These are useful to segnent the paragraph, but the nmin
structure of the argunent seens to fl ow across these
di vi si ons, as expounded bel ow.

b) Argunent: successive extractions and anplification
1) 34, Deny self, take up cross, follow
2) 35, Deny self = Lose life to save it, not vv.
a> 36-38, don't save life to lose it.
b> 9:1, lose life to save it.

34, How to Follow the Lord
Instructions to all (disciples plus multitude) on what it really
means to follow him
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The nmultitudes were just "coming after him" staying close to him
to see if he would do sonmething nice for them Many peopl e today
"follow after"” Jesus in this sense, affiliating thenselves with
churches, nanming his nane. But this is a superficial position.
Recall the four soils. It is crucial that we be able to

di sti ngui sh our position anpbng them

True di scipleship involves three things of which the multitude
has no experience. Each of these is expounded sonewhere in
8:27-10: 52, one after each of the three announcenents of the
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Lord's coni ng sufferings.

a)

b)

Deny yoursel f. Expounded after the first announcenent (8:31),
here in 8:35-9:1.

1) Conventional English sense: deny things to yourself. " He
didn't take any cooki es--he denied hinself." To abstain
from pl easant things.

2) Here, the sense is much deeper:

a> The "self" as the real person, who | am ny experiences,
my val ues, ny whol e consci ousness, the entire life |
live.

b> Deny nyself: declare this "ne" of no val ue, dead.
Exanpl e: Paul in Phil 3:5-9. He has turned his back on
all that was of value to him all that in which he took
pride, all that nade him "Saul of Tarsus."

3) This is what the NT conmands over and over as "repentance."

a> Acts 2:38, "repent and be baptized"

b> Acts 3:19, "repent and be converted"

c> Acts 8:22, "repent of this thy w ckedness"”

d> Acts 17:30, "God ... conmandeth all men everywhere to
repent”

e> Acts 20:21, Paul testified "repentance toward God, and
faith toward our LJC

f> Acts 26:20, Paul showed that nmen "should repent and turn

to God."
4) Can't be saved until you recogni ze and acknow edge that you
are lost! Declare ny conpl ete bankruptcy before God.
a> He is righteous; | am hopel essly sinful and rebellious.
b> He is beautiful; | amugly and def orned.
c> He is wise; | amutterly stupid and ignorant.

5) Many call themsel ves Christians who have never cone to this
poi nt of cringing before the holy and ri ghteous God whom
t hey have of fended. They still think they' ' re basically K,
and pride thensel ves on adding God to their collection.
They have not deni ed thensel ves.

6) W will hear nore of this in 8:36-9:1 bel ow

Take up your cross. Expounded after the second announcenent
(9:31), in 9:43-48.

We are not surprised to read throughout the NT that Christ was
crucified for us. But many people are amazed how often the NT
speaks about OUR crucifixion with Chri st!

1) The NT book that says this npst explicitly and frequently
is Gal: 2:20; 5:24; 6:14
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2) Mbst detailed teaching in Rom 6:6 and context.

3) Not just a positional teaching that we take for granted.
Conpar e
a> Rom 8: 13 "Mortify the deeds of the body"
b> Col 3:5 "Put to death therefore your nmenbers that are
upon the earth"
c> Gl 5:24, "they that are Christ's have crucified the
flesh with the affections and lusts."

4) We can only do this because we have deni ed oursel ves,
recogni zing that we are all unworthi ness and that only our
Lord matters.

5) The point: fromthe point of view of the flesh, the
Christian's life is one of discipline and even suffering,
not confort and pl easure. The body of flesh renains with
us, and we must keep it down. Like an athlete in training.
The worl d says, "Look out for # 1." The Lord says, "Take up
your cross daily, and follow ne."

6) Expounded further after second announcenent, in 9:43-48.

Follow ne (not just "after ne," but imtate ne). Expounded
after the third announcenent (10:33,34), in 10:38-45. The
contrast between "follow after ne" (translated "cone after
me") and "follow ne" is explicit. Not just association with
the Lord, but imtation of him

36-9:1 anplifies nore fully the first of these three
requi renents, "deny yourself."

sunmmari zes the rest of the paragraph

"Life" 35 and "soul" 36-37 are the sane Greek word, psyche (from
whi ch we get "psychol ogy”), usually translated "soul ."

a)

b)

d)

Popul ar theol ogy equates this with the immaterial part of the
person, which flies away to heaven or hell after death. But
this is a Geek idea.

The Hebrew equi val ent is nephesh "breath, life,” which can
stand for a conplete person (body and spirit), as can also the
Greek word (Acts 2:41; 7:14; 1 Pet 3:20; conpare Mark 10: 45
with 1 Tim2:6).

The basic neaning here is certainly "life," follow ng up on
the Lord's interchange with Peter. Peter wanted the Lord to
cling to physical life, as a worldling would; the Lord here

general i zes the approach he is taking.

More deeply, it is our personhood, our |ife-experience, our
"self," which is at stake. Recall that this is an exposition
of what it neans to "deny oneself."” If we seek to preserve our
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C. 36-

own sel fhood, it will be destroyed, but if we repent, declare
bankruptcy, and find ourselves in the LJC, we will be the
persons God i ntends us to be.

35a (the wrong way) sunmari zes 36-38. Unbel i evers soneti nes
complain that their sense of pride, of identity, of self-worth
prevents them fromrepenting. |If they received the Lord, their
life as they know it would go away, and they don't want that.
They are trying to hold on to their self-hood, their own life
experience. But in the end they will | ose these things when they
stand before God as their judge.

35b (the right way) summarizes 9:1. If we give up all clainms to
our own life experience and take the place of bondslaves to the
LJC, we will discover a life that never peri shes.

38 refi nes 35a

36-37, Why shoul d one not | ose one's "life"? Because it is nore
val uabl e than all the things that people usually confuse with it.
The unbeliever fears to | ose wealth, physical conforts,

sati sfaction of lusts, etc. But when the chi ps are down, he
ralizes that these are not where the real value is.

a) 36, if you gain all of these, you cannot take themw th you
when you die. Luke 12:15, "a man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth."” But nmany peopl e
think that it does.

b) 37, If you were about to | ose your life and knew it, what
woul d you not offer to bring it back? Exanpl e: the Shah of
Iran was one of the richest nen on earth, even after the coup
that sent himfleeing to the US. He becane ill and as he faced
death, offered all of his wealth to any doctor that could cure
him Though he had amassed untold wealth in an attenpt to
create the best |ife possible, when breath was about to slip
away, he would gladly have given it all up to survive.

c) Lesson: Don't heed Satan's lie that our |ife consists of our
possessi ons and carnal sati sfactions.

38, How mi ght one | ose the soul ? By bei ng ashaned of the LJC, in

whi ch case he will deny us before his Father. Matt 7:23, "I never
knew you; depart fromne." Matt 10: 33, "But whosoever shall deny
me before men, himwll | also deny before ny Father which is in
heaven. "

a) Al the nmansions on earth cannot replace our heavenly hone.

b) Al the pleasures on earth cannot replace the joys of seeing
t he Fat her.

c) All the friends on earth cannot replace the LJC.

D. 9:1 refines 35b
Those who do give up their lives, their plans, their aspirations for
the Lord will find themreplaced abundantly. In fact, anpbng the
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Twel ve are those who will enjoy the dream of every true Jew, to see
God' s ki ngdom comng in power. Probably fulfilled in the
Transfi guration, though John's vision on Patnpbs would al so qualify.



