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Anot her five-part trip, after the usual pattern. This tine, the
di sci pl es are along again, and there is special teaching for them
in the boat.

The event at the destination is unusual. W find not the usua
out siders, but the Pharisees, asking a sign!

21, Return trip: Instruction to the Twel ve

At the end of the journeys, the Lord wi shes to enphasi ze to them

the i ncreasing opposition against him "Beware the | eaven of the

Phari sees and Herod." Note the progression in opposition through

the trips, and how it culm nates in Herod and the Phari sees:

a) 5:7, the denons. Expected; renpte. A Centile.

b) 6:14ff, Herod. d oser inpact of evil; supposed to be king of
the Jews.

c) 7:1, the Pharisees. Even closer; supposed to be custodi ans of
the Wrd of God.

d) 8:11-12, the Pharisees, now not just criticizing what he does,
but trying to trap him

The di sci ples are aware that soneone forgot to bring the | unch;
they are afraid he's criticizing them over this.

His rebuke to themis a long catalog of their failings.

a) They do not renenber his ability to feed the nmultitudes. As
the opposition to himincreases, so does the power of his
m racl es. The Phari sees overl ooked these niracles in their
demand for yet another sign. Apparently, the disciples are
little better off. They al so overl ook the niracles.

b) Their heart is hardened, |ike Pharisees (10:5). Recall 6:52,
and the need to keep the heart with all diligence. The oil of
the Spirit can soften it, but left unattended it will lead to
deat h.

c) In particular, note 18, "Having eyes, see ye not? and havi ng
ears, hear ye not?" This is a quote fromJder. 5:21, which sets

two conditions in parallel: rebellion (5:23, like the
Phari sees), and | ack of appreciation for the Lord' s sovereign
provision (5:24, like the disciples).

d) Bottomline: the sane unbelief that works in the Pharisees is
al so working in them This is the "leaven" of which they are
to beware, and his exhortation is thus parallel to Heb. 3:12,
"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil
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heart of unbelief, in departing fromthe living God."
B. 22-26: Mracle back honme: a blind nan heal ed

1. Simlarity of this healing and that in 8:22

a) The crowd brings the sick person to the Lord and asks himto
touch or lay hands on him

b) The Lord takes the sick person apart fromthe crowd for the
heal i ng.

c) The healing includes the use of spittle and direct touch to
the af fected organ.

d) The healing is difficult for the Lord (7:34, the sigh; 8:24,
i nconplete results at first). "Groaned," used of our patient
suffering under the conditions of this evil world, in Rom
8:23; 2 Cor. 5:2. Heb. 13:17, opposite of joy.

e) The beneficiary is commanded not to tell anyone.

2. As there, so here the miracle particularly closely matches | sa
35:5,6, the four ailnents to be heal ed by the Messiah: blind,
deaf, |l ane, dunb. These nmiracles are a continuous response to the
Phari sees' request for a sign, and show the Lord to be the
prom sed Messiah. Cf. the inquiry of John the Baptist in Mttt
11: 2- 6.

3. Why the two-stage heal i ng? Probably for our encouragenent, in two
ways.

a) Encourages us as Subjects of the Lord' s work. Shows the
difficulty of grappling with the consequences of sin, to
encourage us in our nmnistry to others. The Lord does not
sinmply toss off healings and other niracles casually. He does
them not as God, but as Man enpowered by the Spirit, using the
same resources we have. And |li ke us, he feels the struggle:

1) 5:8,13, It took two commands to exorcise the Gerasene
denoni ac.

2) 5:30, he felt "virtue," dynanis, strength, go out of him
when t he woman touched him for healing.

3) 7:34, He groans in the struggle to heal the deaf and dunb
man.

4) 9:25,27, Healing the man's denobni ac son requires an
exorcismrequired by a virtual resurrection.

5) Application: Wien we feel wearied and stressed in our
efforts to serve the Lord, we should draw encour agenent
fromour Lord' s exanple. For us as for him it is a
warfare, a struggle, one that requires repeated efforts.
W, like he, shall succeed if we persevere. Gl. 6:9, "And
let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not."



b) Encourages us as Objects of the Lord' s work. Shows how

resistant we are to full spiritual understandi ng, and how
patiently the Lord persists until he finishes the job. This
man seens to be a netaphor for the disciples, who have just
been rebuked (8:18) for their sinmlarity in spirit to the
spiritual ailments of the two mracles that surround them In
the next section we shall see several exanples of how sl ow
they are to get the point. He has touched them and so they see
nmore than others, but they do not yet see clearly, yet he does
not give up on them but patiently persists. So we should not

be di scouraged at our own slow progress. Phil. 1:6, "Being
confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform[it] until the day of Jesus Christ."



