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vv. 1- 23 have been the introductory segnment of the third five-part
trip episode; now we have the trip out, healing at the
destination, trip back, and concluding mracle. (The first two
centered around the Gadarene denobni ac and the feeding of the
5000, respectively.)

Consi der

a) Who was on the trip?

b) Wiere did the Lord go?

c) What happened t here?

d) What happened on his return?

Who went on the trip?

Probably the Lord al one. These trips are unusual because they
include no explicit teaching for the 12. Maybe they weren't with
hi m
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Evi dence for their absence:

a) In fact, Mark doesn't nmention the 12 at all on this trip (24
"he arose and went..."; 31 "he canme").

b) 8:1 lets us suspect they are absent, since inmediately after
this trip he once again calls themto him

c) Aland trip, so no need of their maritime skills.

But why would he | eave themat this point?
a) A nore forceful version of his withdrawal to pray?

b) Could the sending of the 70 (Luke 10) fit in here? Probably
not :
1) That is AFTER the transfiguration; this is before.
2) Those were "other seventy," a distinct group fromthe 12.
3) But perhaps these were not the only tines they went out on
their own.

c) Perhaps like the stormon the | ake; he periodically w thdraws
fromthemto teach themwhat it is like to be wi thout him

d) Most likely: he has work to do with believers in this area.

1) Cf. 3:8; the people of Tyre and Sidon had previously cone
to him and now he visits them

2) 24b, This is probably how he had a house to receive him

3) The Twel ve nmay not yet be ready to visit a nonjew sh area,
and in particular to receive the Syrophoeni ci an wonan. Cf.
Peter's strictness in this regard (Acts 9:14, 28; Gl.
2:11ff).

4) Application: not every believer is ready for every task. In
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buil di ng disciples for the Lord Jesus, we need to stretch
them but at the sane tinme not expect themto do nobre than
their maturity permts.

3. How about Matt 15:23, where "his disciples" ask himto send the
wonman away? Probably the reference is to Sidonian disciples. Cf.
Matt. 8:21 for this broader sense of "disciple," and Matt's use
of "his twelve disciples" when he wi shes to be specific (10:1;
11:1; 20:17).

B. 24a, 31, \Were did he go~?

Tyre and Sidon. Relation of Tyre & Sidon with |Israel:
1. They were a threat to |Israel:

a) A Spiritual Threat
1) 2 Sam 5:11, trade with David (and | ater Sol onpbn, 2 Kings
5:1)--commercial interaction
2) Source of pollution during the kings: Solonpbn's wife (1
Kings 11:1,5); Jezebel wife of Ahab (1 Kings 16:31).

b) AMIlitary Threat: Psa 83:7, part of a | arge confederacy
gat hered agai nst Israel. Exact time not known; perhaps
Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron 20; or naybe a synthesis of all of
I srael's enenies.

2. Israel's response to them three references, successively |ess
har sh.

a) Ezek 26, God proclains judgnent by hand of Nebuchadnezzar; cf.
Isa 23; Jer 25:15-22 (vision of the cup of the Lord's wath);
Ezek 28:1-9 (the "front" for Satan, the King of Tyre)

b) Isa 60, Bringing tribute as subject (not naned explicitly, but
t he prophet seens to be enphasi zing the universality of the
subni ssion to the new king.) Better than judgnment, but still a
subor di nate position.

c) Joined to Zion by birth! Ps 87:4. An anmzing Psalm depicting
gentiles as having citizenship in Zion on equal standing with
I sraelites!

24b- 30, What happened t here?

A Mracle. The renote | ocations at which these miracles occur are

al nost a picture of the isolation, the "outside-ness," of those who
benefit: a man "outside"” of normal society; the nultitudes "outside"
the circle of the disciples; (here) a girl "outside" the pal e of
Judai sm (Makes the final journey, with the Pharisees in the

"out side" position, all the nore striking!!)

1. 24, the house. Throughout Mark, the place of instructing his
di sci pl es, and we suspect that here he is visiting sone from Tyre
and Sidon who had previously traveled to Galilee and there
beli eved on him (cf. 3:8).
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25- 26, the woman and her request.

a) Imediately brings to mnd 5:22-23 and 9: 17, where also a
parent cones to the Lord on behalf of an ill child.
1) 9:17, the father brings his son. Recogni zes his own | ack of
faith, 9:24.
2) 5:22-23, seeks to bring the Lord hone with himto do the
heal i ng.
3) Here, the wonman believes that the Lord can heal at a
di st ance.
a> Conpare John 4: 46, where the nobleman wants the Lord to
cone, but the Lord heals at a di stance.
b> The cl osest parallel to this woman's faith is the
Centurion in Matt 8 and Luke 7, whose faith the Lord
declares to be greater than any Israelite's.

b) Like the Centurion in Matt 8 and Luke 7, this believer of
excellent faith is a gentile, not (as was Jairus) a Hebrew of
the Hebrews, the ruler of the synagogue. Here it is a G eek
(cul tural designation; one who speaks Greek rather than
Hebrew), a Syrophoenician (racial designation; rank Gentile).

c) Thus the event is a direct antithesis to the attitude of the
Phari sees in 7:1-23. Concerned with purity, they would never
have had anything to do with such a wonan, yet she proves nore
spiritual than they!

27, his challenge: His mnistry was "to the Jew first." He was
the Jewi sh nessi ah, and they should hear first, the pattern
followed in Acts.

28, her response shows that she does not conme demandi ng a ri ght
but pleading for mercy. An exanple for us in our attitude toward
the Lord; we are beggars saved by his undeserved favor.

29-30, the healing. Though she is a bit ahead of the overal
tinetable for the drawing of the Gentiles, "he that coneth to ne
Il will in no wise cast out,"” and the Lord honors her faith.

D. 32-37, \Wat happened on his return?
Heal i ng t he Deaf and Dunb.

1

The other trips also end with healings:

a) 5:25ff, woman with i ssue; dead daughter
b) 6:56, the sick in general; no details
c) 8:22, blind

Simlarity of this healing and that in 8:22

a) The crowd brings the sick person to the Lord and asks himto
touch or lay hands on him

b) The Lord takes the sick person apart fromthe crowd for the
heal i ng.

c) The healing includes the use of spittle and direct touch to
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d)

e)

the af fected organ.

The healing is difficult for the Lord (7:34, the sigh; 8:24,
i nconplete results at first). "Groaned," used of our patient
suffering under the conditions of this evil world, in Rom
8:23; 2 Cor. 5:2. Heb. 13:17, opposite of joy.

The beneficiary is commanded not to tell anyone.

Si gni ficance of these two trips: these involve the Phari sees nopst
directly. Note the progression in opposition through the tri ps:

5:7, the denpns (at destination)

6: 14ff, Herod (initial)

7:1, the Pharisees (initial)

8:11-12, the Pharisees (at destination)

Isa 35:5,6, the four ailnents to be heal ed by the Messi ah:

ind, deaf, |ame, dumb

Blind: 8:22; 10:46ff (Barti nmaeus)

Deaf and dunb: 7:32ff; 9:17-25 (child). "Ephphata"™ is from
PTX, used in Isa 35:5 "unstopped"

Lanme: cf. those in beds; 2:5; 6:55.

Concl ude: these nmiracles are a conti nuous response to the
Phari sees' request for a sign, and show the Lord to be the
promni sed Messiah. Cf. the inquiry of John the Baptist in Matt
11: 2- 6.

Wy spittle?

a)

b)

St andard answer: it was regarded as curative in the first
century, especially conming froma king or holy man. Perhaps;
but the Holy Spirit has recorded no separate attestati on of
this concept for us in the scriptures.

VWhat does spittle nean in the Bi bl e? Nothing about heali ng.
Rat her ,
1) Or:
a> Conveys uncl eanness (Lev. 15:8)
b> A sign of shane (Num 12: 14; Deut 25:9; Job 30: 10)
c> |In particular, part of the shane cast on the Messiah
(I'sa 50:6).
2) NT: 8 occurrences.
a> These three deal with healing.
b> Al the rest deal with the Lord's humiliation during his
passi on.

Appears here, 8:23 (the healing at the end of the next trip),
and John 9:6 (the healing of the man born blind). In all three
cases, the healing is in the context of a controversy with the
Jewi sh | eaders, and thus Messianic neani ng i s possi bl e. Does
this provide us with | everage? Those who recei ve his healing
touch nmust be willing to share the shane and abuse that he
recei ved, but that which is shaneful applied to himbecones

t he means of bl essing. Just as he bore the cross for us, and
invites us to take up the cross and foll ow him



6. 36-37, The Secret. Probably notivated by a desire to keep the
crowds down. But these commobn people are so overwhelned in their
astoni shment that they cannot help but praise himto others;
contrast the ignorant opposition of the Jewi sh | eaders.

Hym: Jesus Doeth All Things Well.



