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A. Overvi ew

1

B. 31-

1-11 is their preparation, including a denmonstration in theLord's
own village of Nazareth, and verbal instruction.

12-30 is their actual mnistry.

31-end (now) is supposed to be a retreat and debriefing, but ends
up as a continuation of their work. This is focus of the boat
ride, but the rest is preparation for it. Two main portions:

a) 31-44, The Feeding of the 5000 (this week). Qut of 35 niracles
perfornmed by the Lord in the gospels, this is the only one
that is nentioned in all four. So nerits special attention.

b) 45-56, concluding nmiracles on the returning boat trip and
arrival back in town.

32, The Proposal: A Holiday Picnic

The Setting: The apostles have just returned fromtheir maiden
m ssi on, 30.
a) Excited about what they have acconpli shed.
b) Perhaps di scouraged over the news of the death of JB, which
reached the Lord about the sane tinme they did (cf. Matt.
14: 12, 13)

3la, The Suggestion: a vacati on.
Four terns give us gui dance about godly vacati ons:

a) "Apart." CGet away fromthe crowds. Need sone private space.
(Perhaps why | find Disneyworld | ess than satisfactory.) Cf.
"Take tine to be holy." "Be still and know that | am God."

b) "Desert place,"” probably to achieve this isolation, but also
the refreshnent of nature. Cf. Gen. 2, the Lord's delight in
gardens. "Desert" here does not nean sand and cactus (though
that can be extrenely beautiful), but sinply a country area,
which at this tine of year woul d have been flush with grass
fromthe winter rains.

c) "Rest." Suggested by the Lord; not a bad thing to do. Cf. our
di scussi on of the Sabbath. God does not intend us to work
round t he cl ock.

d "Awhile." In G, "alittle." God's pattern is that rest
should be "little" in proportion to work; not | acking, but
nei t her dom nating. Contrast the idle excesses of the
renai ssance court, or the nobdern notion of retirenent, neither
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C. 33-

of which have sanction in the Bible. We are to | abor and eat
our own bread; we are to "rest a while."

31b, The Reasons: Twofol d
These provide the outline for the sequel.

a) "Many coning and going." Not just the crowd, but the disorder
and tunmult. In the town, people would stop by for a nonent.
Cf. US News issue on abuse of 911; inmgi ne housewi ves with
burnt fingers or tradespeople who had just hit their thunbs
with hammers, running down to Peter's house to ask the Lord to
nmend their little booboos. Not conducive either to debriefing
t he apostles or teaching the nultitudes.

b) "No leisure to eat." As a consequence of the confusion, the
Lord and the twelve couldn't even sit down for a neal
t oget her.

32, The Result: They set off "in the ship," probably the sanme
that had relieved the press of the crowd in 4:1, 35, 36. Mark
doesn't mention the |l ocation, but Luke 9:10 places it at

Bet hsai da, one of two towns by this nanme (house of fishes),
probably just to east of where the Jordan enters the Sea of
Glilee. If they left from Capernaum it would be a straight
voyage of little nore than 4 km (2.5 nmiles), or npbre than three
m |l es by | and.

44, The Probl ens

Two maj or vignettes, one corresponding to each of the notives for
whi ch they took the trip.

a) In each case, it seens at first glance as though the trip's
pur pose has been frustrat ed.

b) The Lord has prom sed them Rest. W should not think that he
decei ves t hem

c) But plainly, the rest is of a different sort than they had
antici pated. What are its characteristics? As we | ook deeper,
we gain a clearer understandi ng of what Christian recreation
is really all about.

33-34, No Privacy.

Cf. the initial notive in 31, "There were nmany comi ng and goi ng.
They cannot escape the nultitudes. People see the boat set out,
recogni ze the Lord, and wi thout knowi ng the destination, run

al ong the shore hoping to intercept it when it | ands.

a) The Multitude
1) 33, Their Eagerness
This multitude is different fromthe crowd in Caper naum
They are not just "com ng and going,"” but are willing to

2



b) 34,

c)

2)

1)

2)

3)

1)

chase the boat, not knowi ng where it is going. This neans

droppi ng their day's |labor, and in the event turns out to

be a three-nmile jog. They are serious about being with the
Lord.

34, Their Need
"They were as sheep not having a shepherd.”

a> The expression cones fromthe OT.

1> Num 27:17. When the Lord tells Mdses to prepare to
depart this life, Mdses asks that the Lord provide

the children of Israel with a | eader, "that the
congregation of the Lord be not as sheep whi ch have
no shepherd." In response, the Lord appoi nts Joshua.

2> 1 Kings 22:17 and Chr //, Mchaia ben Inmlah sees in a
vision the death in battle of Ahab king of I|srael,
under the figure, "I saw all Israel scattered upon
the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd.™”

b> People are by nature a flocking creature, and need the
oversight and direction of those so gifted by God. This
need finds its NT reflection in the role of the
"pastor," which sinmply nmeans "shepherd."

c> This multitude had no shepherd. The Jewi sh pri est hood
and the rabbis should have been their shepherds, but we
have seen already their hardness to the things of God, a
probl em that had been evident to Ezekiel (ch 34) 600
years earlier.

The Lord's Response.

He does not plead fatigue, or insist on his holiday. H s
promise in Jer. 29:13 is true, "Ye shall seek ne, and find
[me], when ye shall search for ne with all your heart." The
casually curious nay find he has set sail, but he never
turns away those who seek himwith all their heart, to the
excl usi on of everything el se.

In fact, his conpassion for themis such that he could
hardly have enjoyed his picnic, seeing their need. |nstead,
he teaches them

Note Mark's enphasis on teaching, though Matt and Luke
mention healing as well. This is the nain need, to which
healing is secondary.

What about the Vacati on?

In the city, "there were many com ng and going," 31. People
could stop in and out, returning to their hones; no conmmbn
program An hour's hi ke was anot her matter; he, not they,
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now controll ed the schedul e. Benefit of a Bible conference.
The rest was not in getting away fromthe people, but in
providi ng a sense of order and discipline by elimnnating
the other distractions that nade the ninistry ineffective
back in town.

2) Rest does not trunp mnistry to those who are truly hungry.

a> The trip filtered out the casual inquirers, but those
who are willing to hike 3 mles will be received.

b> The Lord "was noved with conpassion toward them " 34,
and so could not have rested while they were suffering.
If they feel their need strongly enough to foll ow him
he will not deny them

35-44, No Food.

cr.
eat .

a)

b)

the second notive in 31, "They had no | eisure so nuch as to

36, The Probl em
Actual ly, three:

1) The time: "The day was far spent,"” |late afternoon, 3-6 PM
Luke 9:12, "the day began to wear away." |t was approachi ng
the time for the main neal of the day.

2) The place: "This is a desert place.” No inns or public
eateries; no McDonald's on the corner. They'll have to wal k
back three mles to get their supper.

3) The inposition: "Send them away." The disciples are getting
i npatient for their own picnic. That's why the Lord invited
them here. It's all well to preach to sone particularly
zeal ous followers, but isn't it about tine to get on with
their own di nner?

37-44, The Sol uti on

Requi res deli berate action on their part, together with a
supernatural work of the Lord. Cf. Phil. 2:12, "Werefore, ny
bel oved, as ye have al ways obeyed, not as in ny presence only,
but now much nore in ny absence, work out your own sal vation
with fear and trenbling. For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of [his] good pleasure.” It is true
that our work is only possible as he works in us. It is also
true that it is a real work, one that costs us, and to which
we nust discipline and exert oursel ves.

1) 37-38, The Disciples' Part
The Lord places the burden back on the 12: "You give them
to eat." The conversation highlights two possible
obj ections they m ght have:
a> 37, the Quantity needed. At first they think he neans
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b>

c>

2) 39-

a>

b>

that they should buy the food for the multitude, |ater
nunbered at 5000 nmal es, so perhaps as nany as 20K. They
estimate that this would cost 200 tines a day's wage
(and even that presunes they could feed 100 people on a
day's wage!). (W learn that a penny was a day's wage in
t he parabl e of the vineyard, Matt 20:2ff.) This is

unr easonabl e, because he cannot expect them as peasant

fi shermen to have so nuch cash on hand.

38, the Source of the food. He corrects them by calling

attention to the food they already have: five | oaves and
two fishes. This is alnbst certainly intended for their

pi cni c supper.

1> One of the notives for their trip was to get sone
solitude so that they could eat. They certainly would
have brought food al ong.

2> (bj ection: John 6:9 reports that this food was in the
possession of "a lad."

a: The conventional viewis that sone kindly little
boy in the crowd shared his |unch. But that would
presune that the disciples either have none, which
is unlikely, or hoard it, also unlikely.

b: Alternative: Zebedee can't run a fishing busi ness
alone. Wth his sons followi ng the Lord around, he
must find other help. The lad is one of his
hel pers, whom the 12 have brought along to "carry
their bags," and who happens to be the custodi an
of their | unch.

Thus the Lord expects the disciples to share their own
resources. Neither the ridiculously snall anpbunt they
have avail able, nor fear for their own needs, should
stand in their way.

41, The Lord's Part

39-40, He organi zes the people for ease of distribution.
5000 nal es (44), probably representing fanily groups;
lays themout in a rectangle of 50 rows and 100 col unns,
so that the disciples can pass easily up and down the

ai sl es and nake sure that everyone has what they need.
Application: Nothing wong with conmbn-sense managenent
and good organi zation in getting the work of the Lord
done. In our desire to avoid the flesh, need to be
careful not to |lapse into carel essness.

41, He divides the food in explicit dependence on Cod.
We cannot expect the Lord to work if we seek to hide our
dependence on himor deprive himof the glory that is
hi s due.



3) 42-44, The Qutcone
Not only was everyone fed, but there were twel ve baskets of
crunbs left, one for each apostle, to show that they really
hadn't | ost anything in sharing their | unch!

c) What about the pronised Picnic?
The Disciples nust share their picnic lunch, but it is
returned to them nanyfold in the twel ve baskets. i nging
selfishly to our blessings will result in our inability to
enjoy them while sharing themwi th others will bring God's
bl essing. Cf. Prov. 11:24-26,

"There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth;
and [there is] that wi thholdeth nore than is neet, but
[it tendeth] to poverty.

The li beral soul shall be nmade fat:
and he that watereth shall be watered al so hinsel f.

He that w thhol deth corn, the people shall curse him
but bl essing [shall be] upon the head of hi mthat
selleth [it]."

D. A |l ook ahead ...
Utinate rest is in fellowship with God. Cf. the Lord' s w t hdrawal
to the mountain to pray; his tine in the boat with the disciples.



