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A. Overvi ew

1. Basic trip pattern (often with correl ati on anong the pieces):

a) Opening: usually focuses on teaching and crowds; the trips
often start to escape fromthe press. The only tine this is a
mracle is ch.8, which bal ances the unexpected | ack of a
mracle at the destination.

b) Travel out: nostly by sea. When the travel is not trivial, it
is atine of special instruction for the disciples.

c) At the destination: always a niracle, except in ch. 8, where
the Phari sees ask for one and the Lord expressly refuses!

d) Travel back

e) d osing: always sone sort of nmiracle

2. Here we are at the destination of the first trip. Notice the
connections with what has gone before:

a) The initial teaching was on the different kinds of soils;
we'll see that strikingly illustrated here, in the different
reactions of the denoniac (good soil) and the townspeopl e
(unreceptive soil).

b) The boat trip raised the question, "Wat manner of man is
this?" We'll find the answer to that here as wel |,
1) in the confession of the denons, who know nore than the
di sci pl es do about the Lord,
2) and in the denoniac's | ater preaching.

3. Basic flow

a) The man is introduced as coning to Jesus, twice: once in v.2,
again in v. 6.

b) This double introduction sets up a contrast between the
failure of others to cure him and the Lord's success.

c) The third section, 14-20, deals with the inpact of this
mracle on the people of the region, presunably the ones who
had earlier failed either to restrain or to tane the man.

B. 2-5, The Failure of Ohers

1. 2-3a, The Man cones fromthe tonbs to neet Jesus
Conpare v.6, which brings us back to this sane point in tine.
Here as there the nman "net him" comng to him "out of" (nobving
away fronm) the tonbs. Tonbs in this part of the world are caves
dug out of cliffs, not dug in horizontal ground as here, and are
not filled in after burial. Conpare v.5, where the tonbs are
associated with nountains, and v.11, where the swi ne are near the
nmountain (singular in CGk). The poor wetch found sone shelter in
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t hese caves. |In addition, by driving himinto an uncl ean area,
the unclean spirits render hi munclean and thus achieve their aim
of destroying him

Application: W live in an age when many are fascinated with
the occult. Have your eyes open! These spirits are a) rea
and b) destructive. Don't dally with them And if you have
becone entrapped, recognize that c) our Lord is nore

power ful than they are, and he can deliver you, if you wll
cone to him

3b-4, Attenpted actions of others:

O hers had tried to subdue himin two ways: with physical bonds,
and by "tam ng," presumably as one nmight a wild animal, with
puni shnents and rewards, but to no avail. The denpns gave him
such strength that he burst whatever bonds were on him and he
was i mmune to psychol ogi cal nmani pul ati on.

Application: The nbdern psychiatric conmunity di sparages the
noti on of denpbn possession. But how successful are they in
dealing with these probl ens?

5, The Man's Cri es

Enphasi zes the destructive effect of the denbns on him and his
own mi serabl eness. Satan's yoke is heavy. Do not |et visions of
power lure you into yielding to his denpbns--it's not worth it!

C. 6-13, The Lord's Success
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6, The Man conmes fromthe tonbs to neet Jesus (reprise)
Amplification of 2-3b, to enphasize the conpari son between the
par agr aphs.

a) "Fromafar": at the npst likely location for this event (the
ruins called Kursi, 210-248, about 10 km SE of Capernaum, the
cliffs are about a kmaway fromthe shore.

b) "Wbrshi pped. "

1) Shows that an act of worship toward Jesus does not nean that
sonmeone is already a believer! C. 1:24, where the denoni ac
was in the synagogue. Salvation is sonething that God does
in our hearts, not sonething we do toward God.

2) At the sane tine, we need to cone to the Lord in repentance,
acknow edgi ng our need. | think that's what the wetch is
doi ng here, cf. the leper in 1:40.
7, The Man's Cri es

a) The loud cry recalls v.5, and strengthens the parall el between
t he paragraphs.

b) The cry itself: cf. 1:24.



c)

1) "What have | to do with thee?" Lit, "What do you and | have
in common?" Here in the sense of "Why are you bothering
nme?" The denon feels sought out and unfairly chall enged.
"Why don't you | eave ne al one?" Shows the Lord naking a
direct challenge to the Satanic worl d order.

2) By nanming the Lord the denpon attenpts to gain control over
him For many pagan exorcists, the trick is finding out the
nanme of the denon bei ng exorcised, and that is what the
denon is trying to do here. NB: al so provides an answer to
t he di sciples' question of 4:41.

3) "Adjure" is elsewhere in NT only at Acts 19:13; it is what
an exorcist does to an eneny spirit. Legion is trying to
cast a spell on the Lord! The know edge of the Lord's nane
is an elenent in this.

How did we get fromworship in v.6 to such a chall enge here?
Expl ai ned in the foll owi ng verse.

The Lord's Success

a)

b)

c)

8, the initial challenge: "for" nakes this the expl anati on of
the denon's protest in v.7, and shows that the Lord actually
uttered this before the denon speaks in 7. This explains the
transition fromthe man's worshi pful position in 6. He cones
beggi ng for hel p; the Lord chall enges the denpn; now t he denobn
rears up and stri kes back

Then why was the denon still in the man, if the Lord had
commanded himto | eave?

1) Up to this point, the entire interaction is in terns of a
si ngl e denon.

a> The Lord's comand is to one ("thou unclean spirit,"”
explicit in the inperative in G eek).

b> The denon chall enges the Lord in the singular, "Wat
have | to do with thee?" Contrast the plural used by the
denon in 1:24, even though it is only a single denon.

2) Yet we will learn in v.9 that this is actually a host of
denpbns. So a conmmand to a single denbn won't do the job.

3) W& should not think that the Lord has underesti nated the
task. He wants to make clear to those around just how great
an opposition he is about to overthrow. Had he cl eansed the
man i mMmedi ately, it would not have nade the point about the
nurmber of denobns i nvol ved.

9, the Lord nmakes this clear by asking the denon for its nane.



1) He does not do this in order to use the nane in exorcism
neither in 1:24 nor (in the event) here does he use the
nane. Rather, he is forcing the denon to acknow edge t hat
"it" is really "they."

2) Finally the denpn noves from"I" to "we." The term "l egi on"
descri bes a division of the Ronan arny, with 6000 nen, but
may be used just in the sense of a |l arge nunmber. There
appear to be at | east 2000, since they are able to possess
t hat nmany sw ne.

d) 10-13, Success with the Sw ne

1) Note the shift fromsingular in 9 to plural in 12 as the
denons di ssoci ate thensel ves fromthe man's personality.

2) The denons have given up. No further conmmand is needed. The
question is no |l onger whether they will | eave the nman, but
where they can go next. They do not want to | eave this
district (10). Why? Next point

3) Swi ne: unclean hosts for unclean spirits. There is sone
di scussi on over whet her the owners woul d have been Jews (in
whi ch case they had no business raising swi ne) or not.

a> There were nmany gentiles in this region, so they nay
have been Gentil e.

b> On the other hand, the Lord's hesitation to heal a
CGentil e denoniac two chapters later (7:27) would nake it
strange for himat this point to seek out such and hea
hi mw thout an issue. If that episode is indeed intended
to instruct the 12 on the mssion to the Gentiles, then
this episode is probably not to Gentil es.

c> Conclude: the residents here probably are Jew sh, and
the | oss of the swine serves themright. Al so shows why
the denons want to remain in this district. God's Wrd
is not obeyed and he is not feared, |eaving peopl e open
to denpnic activity. In fact, the Scriptures frequently
show t hat those who have known the truth and turned from
it are far nore susceptible to spiritual abuse than
t hose who have never heard: Matt. 12:43-45; 2 Pet.
2: 20- 22.

4) 2000 is a HUGE herd; usually a herd of sw ne had fewer than
200! Enphasi zes just how large is the host of denopns that
the Lord overcane.

14- 20, The Peopl e

Now our attention turns to the people of the district, those who had
earlier failed in their own efforts to quiet the nan, and to two

m ssions to i nformthem of what has happened, one by the sw neherds,
and the other by the cleansed nman.
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1l4a, The Swi neherds' M ssion

a)

b)

The |l oss of the swine is a maj or concern to the sw neherds,

who nmay expect to be held accountable. In addition to being
terrified at the prospect of the denon-possessed herd, they
are eager that their nasters get the story straight, so they
rush off into the city.

Their nessage is a negative one: Look at what Jesus will cost
you. How npbst of the world today sees our Lord: as a spoiler,
soneone standi ng between them and their passions.

14b- 17, The Peopl e' s Deci si on

a)

b)

d)

14b-15, their initiative: they cone and see (2x). The verb
tenses and word order enphasi ze the devel opnent of their
consci ousness. Literally, "They see the denoni ac seat ed,

cl ot hed, and sane--the one who had had the | egion."

1) First they see "the denoniac," present tense. Their initia
concern is over their pigs; they know this nman as one denobn
possessed, and when they see him that is how they conceive
of him

2) But his appearance and conduct have changed. Seated instead
of running around the hillside yelling; clothed instead of
naked; conpl etely sane.

3) Thus they must agree that his possession is a thing of the
past .

4) Their response is to fear. A good start--but where will it
| ead?

16, the witnesses (the 12? the swi neherds, now returned wth
the citizens?) now descri be how the exorci smtook place. The
Lord's power is irrefutable. How will they respond to it?

17, they ask himto | eave. Fear of the Lord nust always | ead
in one of two directions: surrendering ourselves to his

Il ordship, or (as here) wanting to di ssociate ourselves from
hi mas conpletely as possible.

Application: Here we have a vivid contrast of the differences
in the soil s--and how unexpected! The one consi dered nad by
the world is in fact the good soil, running to seek Jesus in
the first case and now cl eansed by him while "respectabl e
citizens" are the bad soil, rejecting the seed out of hand.

Application: W cannot prejudge who will receive the seed
and who will not. That's why we nust broadcast it "to every
creature.”



3. 18-20, The Denpni ac's M ssion

a) 18, by contrast, the cleansed man wants to be with the Lord. A
natural sign of one truly saved is a desire to draw close to
the Lord, to have fellowship with him to avoid the
cont ami nati on of the worl d.

b) 19, The Lord has other plans for him He is to return to his
hone and his famly with a twofold message that will glorify
the Lord. (Contrast the essentially nmessage of the sw neherds,
and note the inportance of the nan's PERSONAL wi t ness here.)

1) What the Lord has done for him showi ng the Lord's power
and strengt h;

2) Way the Lord has done them (out of nercy, not nerit).
c) 20, he obeys in spades.

1) He does not only "tell"” (the sane verb that describes the
i nformal announcenent of the swi neherds in 14), but
"publishes,” the word for fornal preaching. He does not
sinmply talk about it on the side, but goes out of his way
to herald the Lord' s work.

2) He does not restrict hinself to his house and famly, but
preaches in the entire district of Decapolis, a region that
runs from Damascus on the north al nost as far south as
Jerusalem nmminly on the east bank of the Jordan.

3) Jesus commanded himto declare "how great things the Lord
hat h done for thee," an exhortation that in Jewi sh ears
could nean only to give glory to Jehovah (cf. Luke 8: 39,
"how much God has done for you"). The nman replies by
preachi ng "how great things Jesus had done for him" Thus
we have anot her answer to the question asked by the
disciples in 4:41, "Wat nanner of nan is this?" Answer:
"The Lord from heaven."

E. Hymms:
177 "Onward Christian Sol diers" (v.2 "Satan's host doth flee")
166 "A M ghty Fortress” (v.3 "The prince of darkness grim we
trenbl e not for hin')
Bl ue book, "Christian, doest thou see thenf?"
171, "Faith is the victory"



