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Over vi ew

1. Note simlarity of 3:7 with 1:45:
a) Peopl e hear what the Lord can do
b) They flock to himin great nunbers.
c) He withdraws fromthe cities to the open spaces.

2. These bracketing verses are not part of 2:1-3:6, but form an
"external inclusio," setting off the controversy section as a
si debar or footnote. Mark wants us to know that the opposition is
there fromthe first, but at the sane tine the general fl ow of
the gospel is interrupted by this description.

3. What is that general flow?
a) Starts in Judaea with John's baptism 1:5.

b) Jesus conmes from Galilee and i medi ately returns there, 1:14,
to a denonstration of power and authority that spreads his
fane throughout the entire region, 1:28, 39, and nekes it
i npossible for himto enter publicly into the villages wi t hout
bei ng nobbed.

c) 3:7 nowtells us that his fane has spread beyond Galilee, to
the farthest reaches of the country. From here to 8:27 takes
us as far as "Tyre and Sidon" (7:24-31) on the way to the
great confession at Caesarea Philippi (8:27-29), before
turning south "by the farther side of Jordan" (10:1) on his
way to "Jerusalem (11:1). Thus the places naned in 3:8 are
roughly in reverse order to the itinerary in the foll owi ng
chapters through ch. 10, which occupy two phases
1) Back and forth in the w der region about Galilee, 3:7-9:29
2) Directed travel southward to Jerusalem 9:30-10:52

d) Finally, the Glilean returns to Judaea, where he dies and
rises again, 11-16

4. In general, shifts in place in narrative mark successi ve scenes.

Note the settings of the successive scenes in this section.

a) 7-12, By the sea to accommbdate the multitudes.

b) 13-19a, On the nountain to choose twelve fromthe nmultitude
for special training and assi gnnents.

c) 20b-34, In the house with his followers, who are here
di sti ngui shed both fromhis natural relations and fromhis
eneni es.

d) Thus as ch. 2 crystallizes the opposition against him ch. 3
organi zes his foll owers.

A 7-12, Mnistry by the Sea
Recalls us fromthe scene of controversy to the Lord' s denpbnstrated
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Power and the resulting Popularity seen in ch.1; prepares us for the
expanded geogr aphi cal scope of the Lord' s work.

1. 7a, Wthdrawal. Enough controversy for now. As in 1:45, the Lord
| eaves the confines of the city for the open spaces.

2. 7b-8, Projected Scope. Note chiastic structure with
sumary/detail: starts/ends with "a great multitude,"” the first
"fromGlilee," the second fromthe entire country, tracing in
reverse the route he will follow on his way to the cross.

3. 7b-9, Popularity.

a) In 7-8, the "great multitude front every place already
reinforces this, as in 1:45 "they cane to himfrom every
quarter.” Note their notive: "when they had heard what great
things he did." Still chasing material benefits.

b) 9 makes the point vivid by show ng the preparations needed to
keep the crowds from pressing the Lord into the sea.

c) Contrast these nultitudes with the religious | eaders in ch. 2.
1) The crowds |love him the | eaders hate him
2) But the | eaders may have a better understanding of his
clainms, for they recognize in hima threat to their own
preeni nence; the crowds see only a free clinic.

4., 10-12, H's Power in the sane two donmai ns seen in ch. 1. The
parallelismof the two is seen in the repetition of the root
pi ptw "to fall"™ in 10 "press upon"” epipiptw and 11 "fell down"
prospi ptw. I n both cases the Lord's power is enphasized by the
lack of effort he nust put forth; he is practically passive in
the matter.

a) 10, healing at a touch. Note who is doing the touching:
contrast 1:41 (the | eper) and conpare 5:28 (the wonan with an
i ssue). The Lord does not need to reach out and touch anyone;
they nerely need to touch hinl So naturally sick people nob
hi m

b) 11-12, the denbns don't wait to be exorcised, but submt to
hi m whenever (CGk) they see him Wy does he refuse their
testi nony? Several possible reasons:

1) To cut down on the growth of the crowd, as in the
prohibition to the leper in 1:44? But with the | eper there
was the ancillary notive of getting word to Jerusal em as
fast as possi bl e.

2) To cut short the denon's own attenpt to cast a spell on
Jesus, as in 1:24; 5:7? Perhaps.

3) Likely, to avoid charges of being in | eague with Satan. He
must make clear that they are not his nessengers, his
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her al ds.

c) Note the "for" in v.10. This power explains why they thronged
the Lord. Reenphasi zes the fleshly notive we have al ready seen
in v.8, "what great things he did." No nmention in this entire
par agraph of the Lord' s teaching, yet "therefore cane | forth"
(1:38).

13-19a, Calling of the Twel ve Di sciples

Two things in the previous paragraph show the need of a nore
official set of followers: the nmultitudes show that the nagnitude of
the task at hand is nore than Jesus can handl e hinself, and the
spont aneous announcenents by denpbns show t he need for responsible
heral ds who will not be confused with Satan's ninions. So the Lord
sets apart twelve to be his representatives.

1. 13, The Manner of the Cal
Two characteristics that we nust keep in m nd whenever we
consider the Lord's call:

a) It is Sovereign, initiated by himat his will. In Gk, the
subject is enphatic: "He hinself call ed whom he wi shed." He
makes the sel ection; he takes the initiative. W recognize
this sovereign call to salvation, cf. Rom 9, "I will have
mercy on whom | wll have nercy." Here, we are concerned w th
a call from anong those who were already followers of him to
speci al service.

1) Sonetines nissionary conferences (for exanple) give the
i npression that God has call ed everyone to m ssionary
service and it's up to us to respond. In fact, the call to
service is just as focused and just as sovereignh as the
call to salvation. Cf. Acts 13:2.

2) It's certainly wong to hold back when the Lord calls you
to a service, confirnming his call (as in Antioch) through
t he denpnstrated effectiveness of your mnistry on a |l oca
scale. But it's also disastrous to rush enthusiastically
but unproven into a mnistry on the strength of a flush of
enot i onal ent husi asm

3) Every believer has sone fundanental responsibilities: |live
a holy life; be ready always to give a reason for the hope
that is in you; work diligently to provide for your
househol d; function in the | ocal church as a nenber of the
body. If God has a nore focused role for you, he wll
reveal it as he prospers your efforts |ocally.

b) It is Effective; it produces results in our lives. In the case
of sal vation, "whom he called, themhe also justified,” Rom
8:30. In the case of service, the ones who are truly called do
in fact go forth and bear fruit; those who make shi pweck show
that they were not truly called of God.



14-15, The Purposes of the Cal

The nultitudes are "followers," attracted to the Lord for a
variety of reasons. Here he singles out a snaller group for two
nore specialized callings: discipleship and apostl eshi p. Miust not
confuse these three; they are not equival ents. Each presunes the
one before and adds nore to it.

a) Followers included the disciples (1:18, 2:14), but also the
mul titudes (2:15; 3:7). Many different | evels of interest.
Sonme he explicitly invites, but others cone because of their
own curiosity. Wde range of |evels of commtnent, which the
Lord can di scern, John 2:23-25. So today, not everyone who
clains to "follow' the Lord is really his

b) Discipleship, "that they should be with him"

1) Unli ke the crowds, who cone to be heal ed and then | eave,
the twelves are to stay continuously with the Lord, so that
they can learn fromhim This role is reflected in the
title "disciple,” which literally neans "l earner." The
mul titude cane to Jesus as patients to a doctor or an
audi ence to an entertainer; the twelve were to be students
of a teacher.

2) "Disciple" is by far the domnant termfor the Twelve in
t he book; occurs 43x, against 1x for "apostle."” Al so the
donmi nant term for the nass of Christians in Acts, where it
appears 29%x, in contrast with "saint" 4x, "Christian" 2x,
"believer" 1x. ("Apostle" is 31x, but used only for the
Twel ve.) This enphasis ought to mark our lives as well. Qur
focus should be first of all not on having our needs net,
but on spending tine with the Lord and |learning fromhim

c) Apostleship, "that he night send themforth [apostellw
Di sci pl e focuses on their preparation with Jesus; Apostle
focuses on their nministry as he sends themout. Their work
reflects all three aspects of his, as seen in ch. 1:

1) "to preach," to proclaimthe good news that the Messiah has
cone and calls all nen to submi ssion. He nentions this
first as the nost inportant (1:38) and the nost likely to
be shut out by the denands of the multitudes.

2) "to have authority ... to heal ... and to cast out ...." To
denonstrate their heavenly authority, they will be given
his ability to deal with sickness and denons.

The Obj ects of the Cal

There seens to be an ordering fromthe nbst prom nent to the

| east, enphasizing that not all have the sane mnistry, and the
Lord's sovereignty includes the right to put sonme in place who
seemto us nore a hindrance than a help, for his own purposes.

a) 16-17, The Inner Circle. Throughout the gospel, Peter, Janes,
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b)

and John seemto stand in a special relation with the Lord. At
t he hone of Jairus (5:37), on the nount of transfiguration
(9:2), and in the garden (14:33), they are "with hint when the
ot her nine are excluded. They are also called first (in ch. 1,
together with Andrew, Peter's brother, who joins themin
initiating the Aivet Discourse, 13:3). Inthis list, their
special relation is indicated in two ways. First, they are
listed first. Second, the Lord gives them new nanes, not
particularly flattering ones.

1) "Sinmon" becones "Peter," "the stone." The contrast in Matt.
16: 18 with the rock of Christ's own words (cf. Matt. 7:24)
shows that stability is not the idea! He is narked nore by
i npet uousness and st ubbornness, the one who denies the
Lord. "Peter the rockhead" m ght be nore the idea.

2) Janes and John are "sons of thunder," cf. their desire for

preeni nence (10: 35) and vengeance (Luke 9:54).

3) These nanes indicate the Lord s know edge of their special
needs; perhaps they becane the "inner circle" because they
needed nore attention than the others!

a> This should encourage us that the Lord is willing to
work with us through our faults.

b> Shoul d al so encourage us not to give up on |l osers, but
to recognize their problens frankly and deal with them

18, The mass of the team Starts with Andrew, Peter's brother,
then Philip and Nat hanael, who acc. to John 1 were the next to
join the band, then Matthew, who joined in ch.2 (but under the
nane "Levi"; Mark does not identify the twd). The others
appear to have been added at this juncture. Thus this portion
of the list appears to be chronol ogi cal .

19, The traitor. Placed |ast because of his shaneful conduct;
identified to enphasi ze that the Lord, who "hinself called
whom he wi shed," did not take Judas on by accident, but
deliberately. Wiile the Jewi sh | eaders pretend to plot his
death secretly, he nakes provision for the mechani sm by which
he will offer hinmself to redeem his peopl e.

19b- 35, Chall enges fromthe Anti-Di sciples

This section deals with two challenges to the Lord, one fromhis
family who fear for his sanity, the other fromthe Scri bes who
accuse him of denmponism The fanmly challenge is introduced first but
resol ved last, setting up a rough chi asm

19a, Setting: "They went into a house."”

a)

In Mark, "the house"” is the place of instruction for the
di sci ples, see 1:29; 2:15; 7:17 "fromthe people"; 9:28, 33;
10: 10. The Lord chose them "that they m ght be with him?"
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and he wastes no tine investing tine in them The intent is
to get away fromthe crowds for private instruction.

b) Thus this section contrasts the disciples, the "in-group,"
with two possi bl e sources of opposition: well-nmeani ng but
unspiritual famly, and antagoni stic adversari es.

20, The Inciting Event. In spite of their desire for privacy, the
crowds di scover them and seek them out, denying them not only

qui te di scussion but even freedomto take a neal. Patiently, the
Lord does not send them away or denmand his "rights," but cares
for themin spite of his fatigue, cf. 6:31-37. It is apparently
this selfless devotion to the needs of his followers that | eads
both his famly and his friends to question his sanity.

21, The Friends' Chall enge (I ntroduced)

a) "H s friends" is a general expression that is further defined
in 31 "his brethren and his nother." Used in LXX of Prov.
31: 21 for "her household."” The interposition of the episode
with the scribes between this verse and 31 nay refl ect the
di stance from Nazareth to Capernaum the relatives hear of the
crowd and set out, and while they are traveling the | oca
scribes get in their licks.

b) Their concern: "He is beside hinmself." Not a malicious
ascription; sinply indicates that his conduct does not neet
their concept of rationality, a view at tines held even by his
di sciples (cf. Peter. in 8:32).

c) Their intent: take himinto custody, for his own protection.

d) Application: Not every threat to spirituality wears horns and
along tail. Sonetimes the legitimte though fleshly concerns
of our friends and fanmily can run counter to the Lord's
pur poses. Once again we are confronted with the basic
principle of NT spirituality: each of us stands or falls
directly to the Lord. W can't blane our fanily, or our
enem es, our church, or our enployer. W nust know the Lord
intimtely enough that we can discern his will directly
t hrough the Scriptures and the Spirit.

22-30, The Scri bes' Chall enge

They have "cone down from Jerusalem " perhaps in response to the
healing of the I eper at the end of ch. 1. (Recall that ch. 2 is
parent heti cal .)

a) 22, Accused by Scri bes
They speak of the Lord in the third person, as in 2:7, rather
than accusing himdirectly. Their charge has two aspects:

1) He hinself is possessed by Satan. By itself this would be
only alittle worse than the fanily's fears, that he is a
victimof an unfortunate condition.
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b)

2) He casts out denpbns by denoni c power. This nakes himan
active practitioner of denpbnism and so is a nore serious
char ge.

3) Note the chiastic resumption of this charge in v. 30.

23-29, Hi s Answer

"He called themunto him" discerning (as in ch. 2) the
subst ance of the conversation they thought was only anpbng

t hensel ves. This ability to perceive the intents of their
hearts nust in itself have shaken them He not only answers
them but goes beyond their i nmedi ate question to a persona
warning to them

1) 23-26, Refutation of their charge.

a> This is the first "parable" given by Mark, a conpari son
between earthly realities (kingdons, househol ds) and
spiritual truths (the unity of Satan's program.

b> Their notion that Satan casts out hinself is not
credi ble. Note the progression, froma ki ngdom (whi ch
m ght admt diversity, but cannot stand a civil war) to
the nore intimate bounds of a household, to the single

person of Satan. The argument is a fortiori. If internal
di ssension is fatal to a political entity, and even nore
so to a household of limted resources, how nuch nore is

it to a single person?

c> The Lord descri bes the denonic host as sumed up in
Satan, rather than as a plurality, perhaps because of
Satan's insistence on centralized, top-down rule that
subjugates all thinking to his own.

2) 27, True explanation of his exorcisns. Another parable,
conpari ng exorcismw th physical warfare.

a> Jesus cones to spoil (take as the plunder of battle) the
goods held by a strong nan. "Goods"” is literally
"vessels," which in the earthly picture would hold
val uabl e material (gold, or oil), and in the spiritua
reality are the peopl e who have been possessed by denpns
(cf. the figurative use of skeuh in this sense in Acts
9:15; Rom 9:21-23; 2 Cor 4:7; 1 Thes 4:4; 2 Tim 2:20-21;
1 Pet 3:7; Rev 2:27). In casting out denons, the Lord is
t aki ng possessi on of peopl e who had been Satan's sl aves.
Cf. Eph. 4:8.

Application: W are only vessels, valuable not for what
we are in ourselves, but for the contents with which we
are fill ed.

b> Such an act of plunder requires that the strong nman
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3)

5. 31- 34,

first be bound. That is, Jesus is not under Satan's
control, but in fact is opposing him

c> Note the shift frompotentiality ("can enter ... and
spoil") to actuality ("he will spoil his house"). The
Lord Jesus is not only able to overcone Satan, but
actual ly acconplishes the victory.

28-29, Warning about their attitude. The "unforgi veabl e"
nature of this sin appears because it is the sin of
ref usi ng forgi veness!

a> "Bl asphene agai nst the HS' does not nean "bl asphene the
HS"; the construction used here appears el sewhere in the
NT only in Luke's parallel. Rather, the sense is "to
bl asphene in a way that opposes the Spirit's work."

b> The Holy Spirit is the one who | eads people to
repent ance.

1> As a direct work of the Spirit in the heart of the
sinner, this is a New Covenant promnmi se, according to
John 17:8 ("when he ... is cone, he shall ...."),
antici pated prophetically in the OT (lsa 32:15; 44:3;
Ezek 39:29; Joel 2:28; Zech 12:10), and to sone
degree it was a dynanic even in the O (Prov 1:23).

2> Before Pentecost, he did this work through
Spirit-enmpowered nessengers, Acts 7:51,52. In
particul ar, he was responsi ble for enpowering the
Lord's actions, actions that were neant to endorse
his claims and | ead people to repentance and faith.

c> Ascribing the work of the HS (whether directly or
t hrough nessengers) to Satan is to deny this work of the
Spirit in leading us to salvation, and thus is a direct
refusal to heed the warnings that God is offering.

d> This is the pinnacle of a series of things that one can
do agai nst the HS:

1> Gieve the HS (Eph. 4:30) by an unholy life
(vv. 28, 29).

2> Quench the HS (1 Thes 5:19) by a cold formalismthat
denies his ability to communicate with us directly

3> Resist the HS (Acts 7:51) by rejecting his nessengers
(v.52) (this is very close to the force of the Lord's
war ni ng, and shows that the Spirit has this rol e of
convi cting through nessengers even in the QO).

The Friends' Chall enge (Resol ved)



b)

31-32, The Challenge. Recall that in v.21 the Lord's househol d
"went out"” from Nazareth, notivated by fear that he had becone
unbal anced and with the objective of taking himinto
protective custody. Now they arrive, but because of the crowd
are unable to press through to him and the crowd tells him of
their presence and desire to talk with him

33-34, His Answer. Physical relations nean nothing, in
conparison with the spiritual bond that joins the Lord with
others who "do the will of God." This condition is not a
deni al of salvation by grace through faith, but a recognition
that those who are truly saved will live in obedi ence to CGod.

Sunmary:

a)

b)

Li ke the Lord, be sure of your personal conmunication with
the Lord. Recogni ze that not only spiritual enem es, but
even well -meaning fanmly, nay seek to derail you from being
a vessel filled with the Lord's bl essi ngs.

Unlike his famly, be careful in your interactions wth
ot her believers that you do not derail or discourage them



