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Overvi ew
Fol | ow Mourl on Beernaert's anal ysis

1. Five sections with two matching transitions

Sin Sabbat h
a) Healing 2:1-12 | 3:1-6
b) (Son of Man's Authority) (2:10-12)| (2:27-28)|
c) Eating, Disciples 2:13-17 2:23-28
d) Bridegroom s Authority 2:18-22

2. Lessons:
a) Shows the conpl ete bl ossom ng of opposition, and sets the
stage for the crucifixion, already at the begi nning of ch. 3!
b) Caps the denonstration of the Lord's authority in ch. 1 with
three assertions of it.

3. As 2:1-7 gave two epi sodes enphasi zing the Lord' s authority over
sin (sumed up in 2:10), these two paragraphs both deal with the
Lord's authority over the Sabbath (summed up in 2:27-28).

a) 2:23-28, The disciples pick grain on the Sabbath
b) 3:1-6, The Lord heals on the Sabbath

A. 23-28, Picking Grain on the Sabbath

1. 23, The Event:
a) a sabbath-day stroll through the fields; nodel of restful
activity for the Lord' s Day.
b) munching on the raw grains of barley (probably), as pernitted
in Deut. 23:25, first rubbing them between their hands to
renove the husks.

2. 24, The Chall enge.

a) The Decal og decreed, "The seventh day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God. In it thou shalt not do any work." See Exod
31:13-17 for the inportance: the Sabbath is the sign of the
covenant of Sinai, just as circuntision was of the covenant of
Abr aham or the rai nbow of the covenant of Noah. To violate it
was a capital offense, Ex 31:15.

b) To avoid breaking the | aw, the Phari sees erected a hedge of
regul ati ons about it.

1) dearly reapi ng was wong, and plucking a head of grain
m ght be consi dered reaping, so it was forbidden.

2) dearly threshing was wong, and rubbing the husks off m ght
be considered threshing, so it was w ong.

3) Here as in their attitude toward the publicans, their
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hi ghest notion of holiness was in what they did not do and
the defilenent that they avoided, not in their positive
service to the Lord.

The Phari sees here issue a | egal warning. "Keep your disciples
in line on the Sabbath.” There's no question in their mnd
that the Lord is breaking the sabbath. They're putting himon
notice that it will not be tol erated.

25-28, The Def ense:
The Lord offers two defenses of his disciples' actions,
summari zed in 28.

a)

25-26, David's "violation" of levitical laws in 1 Sam 21:1-6
shows the authority of the divine king over the levitica
I aws.

1) Lev. 24:5-9 indicated that the shewbread was for the
priests. The Phari sees shoul d have been scandali zed at
Davi d' s acti ons.

2) The priest at Nob nevertheless shared it with David and his
men. Why?

a> David presented hinself (deceitfully) as in the King's
servi ce.

b> Ahi nel ech ("brother or friend of the divine King") was a
menber of the royal court (14:3, where he is called
"Ahijah," "brother or friend of YHWH'). Note his
subservience to Saul in 14:18,19; where he appears to be
ready to repeat the disastrous action of bringing the
ark into battle, as in 4:4l

c> After ascertaining the ritual cleanliness of David and
his nen, he is willing to give themthe bread; cf. his
defense in 22:14.

d> Point: if even Saul's authority was sufficient to
aut hori ze violation of the cerenonial | aw, how nuch nore
is Jesus' authority, as the Messianic King?

e> Note: What about the difference between "Ahinelech” in 1
Sam 21 and "Abiathar” in Mark 2: 267

1> Abi at har, Ahi nel ech’'s son, escaped the nassacre of
the priests of Nob under Saul in ch. 22, and later is
paired with Zadok as priest under Davi d.

2> Note that the Lord's conment is concerned with
timng, the narrative in 1 Sam w th agency. A
curious reference, but no overt contradiction.

3> May have been high priest at this point, his father
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b)

having formally entered retirenment, but have not been
present at the tabernacle. O her explanati ons have
been offered; we don't know enough to resolve for
sure.

27, The order of creation shows the proper relation of nman and
t he sabbat h.

1) This teaching is in accordance with Jewi sh tradition, and
would not in itself have been chall enged by the Phari sees.

2) Conpare the wording and logic of 1 Cor. 11:9. Wnan was
formed after nman, to provide for his needs. So the sabbath
was ordai ned on the seventh day of creation, after man and
woman were created on the sixth, thus it is to serve them
(The sane | ogic does not apply to the ani nals, because nan
is expressly placed over them)

3) The point is that the sabbath is a gracious gift of God to
man, a tine of rest and worshi p, not yet another | egal
hurdl e to overcone.

28, Integrating summary. The force lies in two senses of the
crucial title, "son of man."

1) Intrinsically, nmeans "hunan." As a nman, Jesus does not
serve the sabbath; it serves him according to the
principle in v.27.

2) According to its usage in Dan. 7:13, it is the title of the
conmi ng nessi ani ¢ king, the king greater than David. |If
David in the supposed service of carnal Saul could
supersede the cerenoni al regul ati ons, how much nore could
Jesus as the true Messi ah?

Heal i ng t he Wt hered Hand
The Setting
"The synagogue" recalls the forner episode in the synagogue in
Capernaum (1:21); "again" nakes it explicit. This episode is
to renmind us of that one.
"there was a man there" recalls 1:23.
The previ ous epi sode established the ent husiasm of the Jews
for him 1:27. This one, by contrast, confirns the hatred and
opposition of the Jew sh | eaders.
The Chal | enge.
"Watch" inplies hostile intent. Recall the warning that the
Phari sees gave in 2:24. Now they (nanmed in v.6) are laying in

wait to see whether he will offend agai n.
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b)

c)

"heal ... on the sabbath day." Under Jew sh tradition, only
life-threatening ill nesses could be treated on the sabbath.
O her nedical treatnment would have to wait until the first day

of the week.

"That they mnmight accuse him" Recall the force of Ex 31:13-17.
Sabbath violation is a capital offense.

3-4, The Counterchal |l enge

a)

b)

Sets the man forth as an exhibit.

Presents his question. The nain force is not to ask their
permi ssion to heal, but to contrast what he is about to do on
the Sabbath with what they are about to do. He sees through

t heir scheni ng.

1) How can they condemm doi ng good (healing) when they
t hensel ves are about to band together with the ungodly
Her odi ans to do evil on the Sabbat h?

2) How can they condemm saving |life when they thensel ves are
about to plot his death on the Sabbat h?

"They held their peace,"” unable to deny their nmalice and
havi ng no answer to his accusati on.

The Heal i ng

The Lord's Attitude. Instead of the bland "l ove of God" so
wi dely deval ued in evangelicalismtoday, note the conplexity
of the Lord's attitude toward the Phari sees:

1) Anger. In the gospels, this word orgh is used only for
God's wat h agai nst sinners (though the verb orgizw is used
only of men, 2x of ordinary folk, and 3x of a king or
master in a parable in the place of God). Cf. Ps 5:4-6; the
Lord here mani fests the wath of God agai nst "the bl oody
and deceitful man."

2) Gieved. For hinself and what he will suffer? Probably not.
Only here in NT; in LXX only Ps 69:20 "take pity," Isa
51:19 "be sorry for thee." Thus the sense is to be grieved
for soneone else. As a perfect nman he is overwhel ned with
grief for the destruction that will cone upon them as a
just result of the hardness of their hearts.

3) Contrast the verbal tenses: "Having | ooked round at them
with anger"” is aorist, suggesting a nonentary thing, while
"grieving at the hardness of their hearts" is present,

i ndi cati ng an ongoing activity. Cf. Psa 30:5, "For his
anger [endureth but] a nonent; in his favour [is] life:
weepi ng may endure for a night, but joy [coneth] in the

4



mor ni ng. "

4) Application: Like the apostles, we do not preach the "I ove
of God" to unbelievers. Rather, npved with conpassi on for
the fate that awaits them we warn them of God's i npendi ng
j udgnent .

b) The Lord's Action: Heals the nan w thout doi ng anyt hi ng!
Sinply telling himto stretch out his hand does not violate
any sabbath conmmand, even in the Phari sees' book!

6, The Plotting
a) (bjective: Christ's death.

b) Partners: Herodi ans, those Jews who supported the essentially
pagan rule of the famly of Herod (lduneans, from Esau, not
Israelites from Jacob; puppet kings under Rone).

c) Thus their real notive is not the Sabbath viol ati on, which
t hough capital (Ex 31:15) would be of no concern to the
secul ar Herodi ans. Rather, what the two have in conmmon is the
threat that Jesus posed to the status quo and the privil eged
position they occupied in it, the Pharisees as the religious
elite, the Herodians as the party in civil power. Cf. the
opposition of the tenple and the pal ace to Jereni ah.

Application: Wether 600 BC, AD 30, or today, government and

organi zed religion are the two greatest foes of the things of
Christ, and we should be wary of those who think that gaining
political power is any way to pronote truly spiritual notives.

C. Sunmary of 2:1-3:6

1

Decl ares what ch.1 had denonstrated, that Jesus is the Danielic
Son of Man with authority both to forgive sins (2:10) and to
supersede the Jewish law (2:28); that he is in fact the heavenly
bri degroom YHWH (2:18-22). --> Encourages us to recoghi ze his
authority, yield to it, and worship him

Shows how rapidly the religious | eaders of the Jews,

i nvestigating the clains of the healed | eper fromch.1, solidify
their opposition against himand resolve on his death. --> Warns
us of the dangers of el aborate religious organi zati ons and t he
need to nmaintain a hunble, repentant attitude in our direct
personal relationship with the Lord.



