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Over vi ew

1. 1:14-15 is a sunmary of the chapters to follow, so nmarks off
9-13.

2. These verses contain three episodes that fill out the terns of
1:1.
a) His Baptismintroduces himas Christ, the sin-bearer
b) His Attestation introduces himas son of God
c) His WIlderness sojourn shows his sovereignty over creation:
"the gospel," that "the kingdom of God is at hand."

9, Baptism -> Sin-Bearer
Need to pay attention to two details: where Jesus cones from why he
cones, and how he is baptized.

1. Wiere does he cone fronf
In the mdst of the activity described in 1:4ff (note the
durati ve aspect of egeneto |Iwannhs baptizwn), a particul ar
candi date shows up for baptism (About 70 mles fromJerusalemto
Nazareth; map is about 150 miles high.)

a) Geographi cal enphasis: from Nazareth of Galil ee.

b) Contrast with 1:5, "all the |land of Judea, and they of
Jerusal em’

c) John's influence is focused on Judea, the southern part of
Israel. From Mark's perspective, Jesus is the only Galil ean
who nakes his way to John to be baptized! (W know from John
1. 37ff that the baptist had galil ean disciples, including
Andrew and John the evangelist, but Mark wants to enphasi ze
the difference.)

d) Conpare the general novenent of Mark, fromGlilee in 1-8 to
Jerusalemin 11-16. Oiginal fernent of revival activity in
t he south, under John; then a |lone galilean cones, is
bapti zed, and (14-15) returns to the north bearing the nessage
of the gospel.

e) But when Jesus returns to Jerusalem what does he find of al
t hose who were baptized in 1:5? Wdespread opposition and
rej ection; betrayal and death.

f) Lesson: Qutward response is not sufficient; nust be narked by
an i nward change. Signing a decision slip, going forward at a
revi val neeting, or even receiving baptismdoes not in itself
save one. Baptismis conmmanded of those who are already saved,
but many have received it and yet renmain in their sins.
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Why does he need to be baptized?

a) Cf. 1:4 "repentance for the rem ssion of sins," 1:5
"confessing their sins.” Baptismwas for a sinful people.

b) Wiy does Jesus experience it? Answer: he is bearing
sins--ours. In fact, in John's record of the Baptizer, it is
JB hinself who first points out that Jesus is "the | anb of
CGCod, who taketh away [present tense] the sin of the world"
(1:29). The Baptist saw the world's sin already on the Lord's
shoul der s.

c) One might in fact see in the baptismof Christ the point at
whi ch he shoul ders this burden. The gospels are unani nbus in
begi nning Christ's mnistry with his baptism by John; cf.
Peter's nessage to Cornelius, Acts 10:36-38, and the great
care with which Luke dates the baptism (Luke 3), in contrast
with the birth. The baptismis the first recorded incident in
whi ch the Lord Jesus takes the position of sinful people.

How i s he baptized? Don't have full details, but note that he
goes down into (eis) the Jordan, and then comes up out of it. He

goes to the water; it is not brought to him "Baptize" isn't
really an English word at all, but a Greek one, neaning "dip,
immerse."” It is transliterated rather than translated in our

Bi bl es only because of political pressures on the translators
from est abli shnent denomi nations that seek to preserve their own
traditi ons of sprinkling or pouring.

11, Divine Attestation -> Son of GCod
Not e on "strai ghtway"

a) Conmmon word in Mark; about 41x. Also translated "forthwith,"
"anon," and "imediately." Cccurs nore tines in Mark than in
all the other gospels (incl. John) put together. (Online Bible
shows 2112 | 2117 as 43 in Mark, 19 in Matt, 10 in Luke, 7 in
John, 12 in Acts, 5 in the rest of the NI. Thus nore tines in
Mark than in the rest of the gospels put together. These
figures do not correct for places where the words function
ot her than adverbially.)

b) The word creates a kind of multi-nedia slide-show effect, one
i mrage after another bursting on our vision. Gves Mark the
role of a tour guide in a rapidly changing setting--"Qui ck,
| ook here, don't mss this...and now that... and now | ook
here."

c) Mark 1 contains nore than a quarter of Mark's uses of the
term W are given a series of vignettes to introduce us to
t he Lord.

"he saw t he heavens opened." The AV nakes Mark sound |i ke Matt
and Luke. Actually, he differs fromthemin two ways.
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a) Mark is present tense, while the others are aorist. "He saw
t he heavens bei ng opened." As the Lord Jesus | ooked up, the
heavens parted in front of him

b) Matt and Luke use a vanilla verb for "open." Mark uses the
verb "to rip apart." A sudden, violent action. Points us in
two directions:

1) Past, to the nation's request in Isa. 64:1 for a direct
intervention of God in their problenms (see 63:15-64:5). M
and Lk in fact use the word fromlsa in the LXX, anoigw,
but Mark cones closer to the senmantics of Heb. QR(.

2) Future, in 15:38 of the veil in the tenple. Only two
occurrences i n Mark.

3) Thus the Baptism and the Crucifixion round off one another.
The first rips open heaven as God sets forth on his work of
salvation (lsa 59:16). The second ri ps open the veil so
that man can enter in to fellowship with God. Rei nforces
our understanding that the mnistry of Christ is bracketed
by these two events.

3. 10b-11, Heaven's Response to the Sin-Bearer
Note the three elenents of the Trinity comi ng together, |ike (one
speaks reverently) all the nmenbers of the fanmily gathering to
send a child off to college. This mnistry that is begi nning has
been the object of nmuch planning and preparation frometernity
past. Now it is being | aunched, and the entire godhead joins in
setting it forth.

a) Jesus, here attested as the son of the Father, has been on
earth as a nman for thirty years (Luke 3:23), but has just
taken up the burden of hunman sin.

b) Now the Spirit comes upon himin a special way. Though Jesus
is God, throughout his earthly mnistry he draws on only those
resources that his children have available to them Even the
mracles are no different in kind fromthose done by Myses and
Elijah. Having just taken up this trenendous burden, he now
enjoys the strength of the Spirit to enable himto carry it.

c) The Fat her speaks from heaven to announce his good pleasure in
what his son has done, and in so speaking, establishes the
title introduced in 1:1, "Son of God." Phil. 2:5-11 is a good
comrentary on this passage. There, it is because the son has
hunmbl ed hinsel f as sin-bearer that the Father has highly
exal ted him

C. 12-13, W/l derness -> Sovereign
Anot her "strai ghtway."” W are given only a glinpse of this episode,
but it rounds out the introductory expansi on of 1:1.



12, The Spirit, the one who has just cone upon him now drives
himinto the wilderness, hardly a pl easant place. A warning to us

not

to expect the HS always to do things that we initially night

consi der pl easant.

13, what happens there. Matthew and Luke focus on the tenptation,

but

it is only one of three things that happen to Jesus--three

paral |l el cl auses, each in the inperfect tense. Mark enphasi zes
rather how this sojourn shows the Lord Jesus' superiority over
three ranks of created beings, and thus denpbnstrates the arrival

of

a)

b)

t he ki ngdom of God, which is the "gospel."

Fi rst denpbnstration: he is tenpted by Satan. The prince of the
denons cones agai nst him and cannot nobve him

Second denobnstration: he is with the wild beasts, yet they do
not harm hi m

Third denonstration: the angels mnister to him 10:45, his

pl ace was not to be mnistered to, but to ninister.
Nevert hel ess, he receives mnistry fromthe angels, and (1:13;
15:41) from wonen



