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Over vi ew

1. Broader context: Provisionally follow Stenger's observati on of
geogr aphi cal introductions before sections
a) 1:14-3:6 in Galil ee;
b) 3:7-10:52 as journeys around Galil ee and down to Jerusal em
c) 11:1ff in Jerusalem

2. 1:14-3:6 has two strong chiastic sections
a) 1:21-45, Denonstrated power and grow ng popul arity
b) 2:1-3:6, Crystallization of opposition fromthe religi ous
hi er ar chy

1) 1:22, in synagogue, "not as the scribes"
2) 2:6,7, forgiving sins

3) 2:24, picking corn

4) 3:6, resolve to destroy

5) 3:22, scribes from Jerusal em

6) 7:1, scribes fromJerusal em washi ng hands

7) 10: 2, question on divorce (but trap, not chall enge)
8) then ch. 11ff, in Jerusalem
c) Residue, 1:14-20, is
1) summary introduction, 1:14-15
2) call of disciples, 16-20, cf. opening of subsequent section
in 3:13ff.

3. Chiastic overview of 1:21-45 (foll owi ng D deberg & Mul on
Beer naert)

Caper naum Galil ee
Sabbat h Fi rst Day
a) Teaching & Healing 21- 27 40- 45
b) "All Galil ee" 28 39
c) Intervention of Disciples 29- 31 35- 38
d) Mass Heal i ngs 32-34

A. 21-27, Teaching & Exorcismin the Synagogue
Asserts Jesus' authority over the spirits as "Son of God."

1. 21a, Setting: cones into Capernaum Sets the tone of the first
hal f of the chiasm and contrasts with the second half and in
particul ar v. 45.

Structure of sequel: Two activities by the Lord (teaching and

exorci sing), each with a comrent by the people. The second
comment reaches back and summari zes the first as well.

2. 21b-22, Teachi ng
a) Note on synagogue practice, which led to early church: Three
parts, all of which were usually conducted by vari ous peopl e

fromthe congregation, under the supervision and approval of
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b)

23-

b)

t he ordai ned | eaders. A participatory worship, not a
hi erarchical one. 1 Cor. 14 continues this pattern.
1) Liturgical section with prescribed prayers

2) Reading of Torah (Law) and Haphtorah (Prophets)

3) Sernon

Thi s openness gave the Lord (in the gospels) and Paul (in
Acts) considerable freedomto proclai mthe gospel.

Peopl e' s response: amazenent over his authority, in contrast

with the scribes.

1) Response: "knocked over." Strong word, 13 tines in NT: M
4, LK 3, AC 1, MK 5, always descri bing people's response to
the Lord' s teaching (usually) or mracles.

2) Reason: his Authority.
a> Scribes liked to cite their authorities: Rabbi X says

this, Rabbi Y says that. He stated the truth as truth.
b> Conpare nodern-day i npati ence with "dognmati sni' and

"sel f-righteousness." By nbdern standards, the Lord was

extrenely dognatic!

27, Exorci sing

Context: Big enphasis in Mark on the conflict of the Lord with
the evil spirits. pneuma in Mark 5x is human or Holy Spirit,
but 16x is an unclean spirit. "Unclean spirit" 10x in Mark,

cf. 2x in M, 5x in Luke, though M is 102 pp, Mark 73, Luke
112, John 82.

23a, the Subject: a possessed nan in the synagogue. Note in
passi ng that outward LOCATI ON says not hi ng about inward
CONDI TION. Being in a church does not nake you a Christi an,
any nore than being in a garage nakes you an autonobil e.
Devel op a deep skeptici sm and suspicion over the outward
acoutrenents of religion.

The Duel .
The engagenent between the denpon and the Lord is presented as
a face-off, like two gunslingers in the street, or the

shoot -out at the OK-Corral.

1) 24, Denon starts first

a> Procl ai ns his know edge of Jesus: his nane, his origin,
his nmission, his divine title. Conpare 5:7; This is a
Wi nd-up to an adjuration.

b> "adjure" el sewhere only Acts 19: 13, how an exorci st
addresses a denon. An attenpt to bi nd soneone el se by
spiritual authority.

c> Know edge of infornation about people is a centra
t echni que of the black arts; the denon is trying to use
magi ¢ or cast a spell against the Lord!

2) 25, The Lord's response: no w nd-up, no announcenent of
nanmes, no spell, just brute spiritual authority:
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a> "Hold thy peace." Curt and abrupt: "silence!" Forbids
the spirit even to continue with his spell
b> "Cone out of him?"

3) 26, outcone: the nman goes i nto convul sions (usage el sewhere
of "tore") and screans as the denpn | eaves him

d) 27, Response: anmazenent. Again, predomnantly Mark's word (3
occurrences out of 4 in the NT). Repunctuate their coments to
see how they summari ze both events in the Synagogue:

1) "What is this new teaching, for it is with authority?" Back
to 21-22.

2) "He casts out the unclean spirits, and they obey him" Back
to 24-26.

B. 28, Fanme throughout Galil ee
Prepares for the wider nministry in 35ff. If we take it in strict
chronol ogi cal order, the statenent clainms that even on the Sabbath
day, when |l ong journies were forbidden, the news passed from nouth
to nmout h t hroughout the whole of the district.

C. 29-31, Healing of Sinpn's Mdther in Law

1. Enl arges our understandi ng of the Lord's power. |In the synagogue,
he taught, and cast out a denon. Now he can heal disease as well.

2. This and the next two sections set up the disciples as
intermediaries. Here, they tell the Lord of the need, and he
bri ngs heali ng.

3. "She mnistered unto them" The verb only occurs 5x in Mark:
a) 1:13, the angels in the wilderness, enphasizing his deity.

b) 10:45 (2x): "the son of man cane not to be mnistered unto,
but to minister." Phil. 2, "in the formof God ... took upon
himthe formof a servant." He did not have a retinue of

servants, as would an earthly king. Thus the |last two
occurrences are all the nore notewort hy:

c) Here and 15: 41, devout wonmen who provided hospitality and
sustenance for him Their offering of donestic nministry found
favor in his eyes. It seens hunble and insignificant, but it
was the one mnistry that he was pl eased to accept.

D. 32-34, Mass Healing

1. "They" is likely still the disciples, as in v.30. Surely they are
i npressed at the events in the synagogue. Now, in their own hone,
they begin realize what the Lord nmeant by "fishers of nen." They
can bring his power to others! Once the Sabbath ends, full of
excitenent, they run around the village and round up a net ful
of candi dates for further episodes of what they have al ready
seen.

2. Conpare the candidates they bring in 32b with what we have
al ready seen:
a) He healed Peter's nother-in-law, so they bring "all that were
di seased. "
b) He cast out a denon, so they bring "themthat were possessed
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E. 35-

Thi

with devils."”

c) He taught with authority, ... but they bring no one with a
heart hungry for heavenly light! The npst inportant ninistry
of all, the one he cane to Galilee to do (1:14,15), the one to

whi ch the heal i ngs and exorci sns were only adjuncts and
ornanents, they have conpletely neglected! Cf. John 2:23-25;
6: 26-27. Peopl e are al ways nuch qui cker to focus on materi al
benefits than on spiritual neaning.

Graciously, the Lord does not di sappoint them or rebuke them
directly for their shortsightedness, but ninisters to the two
categories of need that they have identified. Note the alignnent
of 34 with the candidates in 32, and the nuzzling of the

denoni acs just as in the synagogue. But in the next section, he
will deal with their problem

38, W thdrawal and Enl ar genent
s section shows how the Lord deals with their shortconming in

their initial attenpt to bring people to him-their ignorance of the

pri
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F. 39,
Fol
go.

orities in his mnistry.

35, begins with prayer. He does not begin with them but with his
heavenly Father. Here's a lesson | need to learn--to greet the
failures of God's people first of all not by rebuking them but
by lifting themto the Father.

36-37, they seek himout. Full of enthusiasm over the previous
evening's activities, they have fished up anot her netful of
peopl e and now want himto cone back to town and repeat the
per f or mance.

38 is his gentle instruction to them

a) Where? "the next towns." Their nministry is to be itinerant,
not a |l ocal elevation of Capernaum

b) What? "that | nay preach ... for therefore cane | forth." The
pur pose is preachi ng, not healing and not exorcisms. Those
aut henticate his nessage and help attract attention, but they
need to learn to give priority to the preaching. By the tine
they go out two by two in 6:12-13, they will be doing al
three activities; note also in the Great Conmm ssi on of
16: 15-18 how the nmiracles are secondary to and supportive of
t he preachi ng.

c) Application: Mich enphasis in sone quarters on signs and
wonders today. | would not chall enge the possibility of such
events today, but we should always | ook to see whet her they
are subordinate to the sound preaching of the gospel and the
t eachi ng of God's word.

Preaching and Healing in All Galil ee
lows up the prom se of 28. Wiere his reputation has gone, he nust
The reputation of Jesus is not enough. Wthout his persona
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t ouch,
heard the reputation as in 28, but have not cone in personal contact
with himas in 39.

there is no lasting value. Unfortunately, many today have

G 40-45, Healing of the Leper

1

The chiasmends as it began, with a cleansing. There, from an
uncl ean spirit; here, from an uncl ean di sease.

40,

a)

b)

41,

b)

The leper's initiative.

Shut out of the cities and villages (Lev. 13:45,46), forced to
announce hinself so that others can avoid him he can stil
accost the Lord as he passes by. A picture of the unworthy

si nner seeking out the Lord, contrary to all rationa
expect ati on.

Note the tone of his approach: "If thou wilt, thou canst nake
me clean." Does not presune upon the Lord's grace, but casts
himself at his nercy, recognizing his own unworthiness. So in
sal vation, we do not claimredenption as a foregone

concl usi on, but acutely aware of our own sinful ness and God's
hol i ness, yet recogni zing the absol ute sovereignty of his wll
("if thou wilt") and the provision he has made for his own
("thou canst make ne clean"), we cone with the trenbling hope
that we night be anong them Only then do we enjoy the fruit
of his pronmise, "He that coneth to ne, | will in no w se cast
out."”

42, The Lord's response:

"nmoved with conpassion,” lit. "his bowels being noved,"” or as
we woul d say, "his heart going out to him" Sone evangelicals
focus unbiblically on the | ove of the Father for the | ost,
whil e sone reformed churches equally unbiblically assune an
attitude of haughty condemmati on of the w cked. The Scri ptures
rat her enphasi ze the conpassi on of the Son, a conpassion that
we are to enulate. It should matter to us that people are | ost
and dying in sin. Qur hearts should grieve for them and that
grief should nmove us to reach out to them

The Lord touches him Such a touch is defiling and requires a
trespass offering in Lev. 5:3; note that Elisha refuses to
touch Naaman (2 Kings 5:9-11), and even Mbses stays out of
contact with Mriam (Num 12:10-15). But this is the one who
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. |If any other had
touched the | eper, both would have been inpure. Jesus is the
only one who, by contracting our inpurity, |eaves us pure and
clean. Matthew actually nmakes this point explicitly froml sa.
53 (8:1-17).

Mar k emphasi zes that the actual healing is done with a word,
not just a touch (42). Sone were healed with a touch al one
(Peter's nother-in-law, 31; the henorrhagi ng wonan, 5:25-30),
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others with only a word. Here, the word serves to enphasi ze

t he appropri ateness of the leper's hunble attitude of
approach. Al so enphasi zes the parallel with the synagogue

epi sode in 21-27 by including authoritati ve speech as well as
mracles. "I will" is a personal claimto be the

deci si on- maker. W would have to say, "If God wills,"” but the
Lord Jesus has all authority.

43,44, the Lord's solemm charge. "Straitly charged him" "sternly
enjoined him" "for a testinony to them" Get down to Jerusal em
right away so that the religious | eaders will know that the
Messi ah has cone. How nmany | epers do you suppose they had
knocki ng at their doors? The prohi bition about speaking is
probably to get himdown there ASAP, as well as avoid the crowds
t hat kept the Lord out of the synagogues and away fromthe
preachi ng that was his prinmary purpose.

45, the |l eper's disobedi ence hinders the Lord's nministry. The

| eper thought he knew best. "Publish" = "preach"; "the matter" =
"the word." Intrinsically, these are wonderful activities, and
such as one woul d expect from a person so powerfully delivered.
We can understand his enthusiasm and may even be rebuked by it
in our own carel essness, but at the sane tine he del ayed bei ng of
greater benefit to the Lord by not followi ng his instructions
more cl osely.

Application: The enthusi asm of new salvation is no substitute for
obedi ence to the word of God. The standard nust al ways be, not,
"What feels right?" or "What fits with ny enotions?", but "Wat
does the Master say?"

Summary: Points of conparison between this healing and the events
in the synagogue in 1:21-27:
a) Each shows the Lord's authority in a specific domain.
1) This healing asserts Jesus' authority anobng nen, as the
Chri st.
2) The exorcism (1:25) shows his authority anong the spirits,
as the Son of God.
b) Each sets up the approaching conflict with the Jew sh
hi er ar chy.
1) By sending the leper to the priests, the Lord is inviting
themto cone to Galil ee and check hi mout; |leads to the
i nquisition of 3:22 ("the scribes that cane down from
Jerusal ent').
2) The explicit conparison with the scribes in 1:22 sets the
stage for a notivation of envy (15:10).
c) Each involves both nmiracle and teaching, unlike the center
section, which is only nmiracle.



