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A 14-

1:14-15 is a summary through 1:39, the last point in the book in
which Jesus is said to "preach."” After this he devotes hinself to
t eachi ng, and | eaves the preaching to others. (The difference
will become clear as we work through the book.)

The very first episode (16-20) is the selection of the first
menbers of the group who will carry on the work of preaching!
This is the first of a series of glinpses into the fornmati on and
trai ning of the Twelve. The next few are 2:14 (call of Matthew),
3:13ff (ordination, poiew "to nake"), 6:7 (sends them out two by
two), then 16:15 (Great Conm ssion). The Lord's mnistry begins,
not with the nultitudes, but with the disciples, the few

i ndi viduals who will carry on. W have seen this already in the
di stribution of the verbs "preach"” and "teach." A pattern for our
wor k: the splashy work of a Billy Graham or a Luis Pal au grabs
our attention, but what will really last will be the few

i ndi viduals they train and nurture to carry on the work.

15, Intro to Galilean Mnistry

The Circunstance: after John was "betrayed."

a) Sane word paradi doni as used for our Lord; sets up for the
end of the book. John, preached, so did Jesus; John was
betrayed (how, we do not know); so was Jesus.

b) But we have al ready observed that the Lord in turn passes
the work of preaching on to his disciples, and they in turn
must be prepared to be betrayed and to suffer for him (Mark
13: 9, 10, where we have both paradi domi and khrussw).

The Place: Glilee. John's gospel nemkes clear that there was an

extensi ve Judaean mnistry (though with the first mracle in Cana

of Galilee, 2:11), but Mark tells the story fromPeter's

per specti ve, enphasizing Galilee as the place where the nessage

net its initial acceptance.

a) Makes strong contrast with 1:5

b) Fulfills Isa. 9:1ff. Those who first felt the bl ow of Babyl on
and Assyria will be the first to see the Messiah.

The Activity: Preaching
Di sti ngui sh "preach" <2784>, 1:15, from "teach" <1321>, 1:22.

a) Preach, doing the work of a herald, getting the attention of
peopl e who don't know what's goi ng on. Supported today by the
gift of the evangeli st.

1) John does it in 1:4,7
2) Jesus does it only in 1:14, 38, 39.
3) Afterward, done only by
a> those healed by the Lord (usually translated "publish"),
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1: 45; 5:20; 7: 36,
b> or disciples, 3:14; 6:12; 13:10; 14:9; 16:15, 20.
4) Moral: inportance of working through disciples!

b) Teach, instructing those whose attenti on has al ready been
gai ned. Supported today by the gift of teaching.
1) The disciples are only said once to have done this (6:30).
2) Once (7:7) it occurs in a quotation from | sai ah.
3) The other 15 tinmes are all of the Lord Jesus, in chh. 1, 1,
2, 4, 4, 6, 6, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 12, 14.

c) As usual, the organized church has got it confused with the
pervasi ve notion of "preaching a sernon." Wat one "preaches"
or proclainms is the nessage of salvation in a prinarily
evangel i stic context. A "sernon," as an address on a sacred
thene to God's people, ought to be taught, not preached, but
we never say "he taught a sernpbn." Hold fast the form of sound
wor ds.

4. The Message: The CGospel
a) Content:

1) "The tine is fulfilled,” cf. Gal. 4:4, the tine antici pated
by the prophetic prom ses. Suggests the inportant notion of
a divine tinetable. To us, things may seem out of control,
but God has ordained a time for everything, and his trains
never run | ate.

2) "The kingdom of God is at hand.” Verb as in Jas 5:8, "the
conming of the Lord draweth nigh." Still to cone in its ful
glory (9:1), as indeed the Lord taught his disciples to
pray, though aspects of it can be experienced now (Lk
17:21; Lk 11:20 = M 12:28; cf. Heb 6:5 "have tasted
the powers of the world to cone").

b) Expected response:
1) Repentance: a change of nind, a conversion, subnmitting
ourselves to this rule.
2) Belief: froma geopolitical viewoint, the Jews would be
hard pressed to recognize this, with Rone at its strongest.

c) Dispensational teachers sonetines try to distinguish different
gospel s, but Paul preached this sanme gospel, Acts 20:25. Cf.
the sernmon in Athens: God nmade you, and now conmands you. The
focus on the substitutionary work of the Lord in 1 Cor. 15 is
only a part, albeit a very inportant one, of the nechani sm
that pernmits us to live as God's subjects rather than die as
his enenies. The basis of the gospel even today is the
authority of the Creator and the inmi nent arrival of his
ki ngdomin the person of Jesus Chri st.

B. 16-20, Call of the Fishernen
For each pair of brothers consider their situation, the invitation,
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and their response.

1

2.

3.

Si nron and Andrew are casting a hand-net into the sea fromthe
shore. Janes and John are nending drag-nets in a boat with their
father and hired hel p--apparently, a little better off. But

still, all are manual | aborers, unlearned nmen. Exenplifies 1 Cor.
1. 26, that God has not called many who are w se, nighty, or noble
after the flesh. Acadenmic credentials, then as now, are a

hi ndrance rather than a help in the Lord' s work.

W have the words of the invitation only for Sinobn and Andrew,
per haps he said the sane to Janes and John. They contain a
comrand and a proni se.

a) Conmmand: "Follow ne." Not an option. Mark enphasi zes the
Lord's authority in commandi ng their obedi ence.

b) Promise: "I will nmake you to becone fishers of nen."

1) The evangelistic task has the Lord's own authority. In the
nmodern climate, nmany insist that it is imoral or
narrow ni nded to "proselytize," to seek to win others to
the Lord. We should (so they say) hold our own beliefs, and
let others hold theirs. For us as Christians, these two are
i nconpati ble. Qur beliefs REQU RE us to urge others to
change their position, and follow the Lord.

2) Note the enphasis on process. Not, "I will nake you fishers
of men," but, "I will make you TO BECOME fi shers of nen."
Does not happen overnight, and we will see the patient care

that the Lord nust expend on his disciples before they are
ready for the comm ssion of 16: 15.

Response:

a) Both sets of brothers |left sonething.

1) Sinon and Andrew | eave their nets--their material property,
the means of wi nning their bread--inpressive.

2) Janes and John | eave their father, along with the
property--even nore inpressive.

3) Moral: It costs sonething to follow the Lord Jesus. The
princi pl e goes back to Abrahamin Gen. 12:1, whom God
called to Il eave "thy country, and thy kindred, and thy

father's house." Luke 14:26-33 is still the standard. Wat
a high hurdl e--and yet, consider the alternative, for if we
cling to worldly associ ati ons we shall | ose our own soul.

b) I n both cases, the obedience is i mediate. From John we know
t hat Andrew and John had been foll owers of the Baptist, and
had al ready net Jesus as much as a year before, but Mark
mentions none of this. Hi s presentation of the epi sode
enphasi zes the point at which we make a definite decision to
follow the Lord. Elijah warned the people of Israel (1 Kings
18: 21) not to halt between two opinions, but to nake their
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choi ce between Baal and the Lord. In the sanme way, each of us
must choose between the world and the Lord Jesus.



