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Overvi ew

1. 14:18-21 calls attention to Judas' betrayal as sonething witten
before-tine; cf. John 13:18.

2. Reference is to Ps 41:9

3. Ps 41 has far broader applicability to this section. So consider
it first.

Ps 41

1. Structure

a) v.13 is conclusion to first book of the psalter.

b) Repetition of prayer for mercy in vv. 4, 10-12

c) Draws attention to descriptions of two groups of people in
1-3, 5-9
1) 5-9, the enemes of the Psalm st (9, quoted of Judas (Mark

14: 18, 21; John 13:18) who abuse himin his illness
2) 1-3, soneone who has had nmercy on him
2. The Psalm st's state

a) Ill, 8; prayer for healing in 4; visits of enemies in 6; their
desire for his death in 5.

b) 4 suggests that this illness results fromhis sin. "For" does
not give the notive for God's forgiveness, but the occasi on of
it: | need your healing, because | have sinned agai nst you.

c) Yet note the contrast with v.12, "nine integrity." Seens
entirely opposite to the confession of sin in v.4.

1) *** Ps 26:1,11, contrasts David with the w cked
2) Pr 19:1, opp. "perverse in lips"

3) Pr 20:7, characteristic of the "just nman"

4) Pr 28:6 opp. "perverse in ways"

5) Ps 7:8, // "righteousness"”

d) How to resolve this paradox of "the integrity of the sinner"?
How can soneone who recogni zes that he is suffering for sin,
plead for God's nercy on the grounds of his integrity?

1) Isa 53:4-6
2) 2 Cor 5:21
3) John 1:29
3. Thus we recognize, as the Lord says concerning v.9, that the

Psalmis Messianic. On this basis we can draw out the
interpretation of its four sections. Three of these find
expression in Mark 14, the other in Mark 16.

a) 4, the suffering of the Psalm st: the Lord's agony in bearing
our sin. Agony in the garden, 33-36.



b) 5-9, the opposition:
1) 5-8, his enemies: the chief priests, 1-2
2) 9, his friend: Judas, 10-11

c) 1-3, by contrast with them the confort offered himby the
ri ghteous: the anointing in Bethany, 3-9

d) 10-12, the triunph of his resurrection and his vindication as
ri ght eous. Ch. 16.

The Psal msets us up to consider the two different attitudes toward
the Lord, one of |ove and conpassion in his suffering, the other of
malice. The inplied challenge to us is to see which side each of us
is on.

1-2, Malice of the Religious Leaders

1. The time: passover, celebrating the Lord' s deliverance of |srae
from bondage under Phar aoh.

2. Contrast two groups

a) Chief priests and scribes, who should have known and honor ed
the Scriptures nost closely of all, here plot the death of
their own Messiah "by craft,” deceit. Cf. Ps 24:4; 32:2;
34:13. They are the ones pictured in Ps 41:5-8.

b) The nultitudes, the commbn people, who support the Lord. These
are the ones blessed in Ps. 41:1-3.

c) Application: Beware organized religion and official clergy!
True piety flourishes anbng the connmon peopl e.

10-11, Betrayal by Judas
For the nonent, skip down to v.10 to pick up the other main
adver sary, Judas.

1. Because they fear the crowd, they need soneone who can | ead them
to the Lord while he is away fromthe city.

2. Judas' notive nay have been to force the Lord's hand into
decl aring hinself as Messiah; but Luke (22:3) and John (13:2)
both trace the defection to the work of Satan in Judas.

3. Thus is fulfilled Ps 41:9.

3-9, Anointing at Sinpbn's House
Surrounded by references to the unjust adversaries of Ps 41:5-9, we
have a beautiful picture drawn from 41: 1- 3.

1. 3, the offering. A costly, fragrant offering of love to the Lord.
Mary, the one who sat attentively at the Lord's feet, appears to
be the only one who has taken seriously his predictions of his
conmi ng death (8:31; 9:31; 10:34).

2. 4-5, the protest. The val ue of the oi ntnent shoul d have been used
for "the poor"” (plural)



b)

6-9,

a)

b)

Recalls Ps 41:1, "Blessed is he that considereth the poor.™"
(singul ar)

But who is "the poor" (singular; LXX) in the Psal ng?

1) Ps 22:24, "the afflicted,” in the nost detail ed prophecy of
Christ's death we have in the Psalter

2) Ps 69:29, the one who was given gall to drink (v.21).

3) 2 Cor. 8:9 describes our Lord explicitly as the one who
becane poor for us.

Summary: The Lord Jesus in his earthly hunmiliation is the
archetype of the righteous poor, the godly man persecuted

wi t hout cause by the wicked. The world seeks to repair the
plight of the poor in general (plural); the Scriptures enjoin
care of the individual righteous poor person.

the Lord's defense of her.

v.7, twofold contrast.

1) "the poor" (plural) vs. "ne" (singular). The issue is not
economi c state per se, but the righteousness that is often
(but not always) associated with it.

2) "always" vs. "not always." The tinme of his humliation, of
his poverty, is alnpbst at an end; this touching gesture,
fulfilling Ps. 41, will soon be inpossible.

8, interprets her deed in the light of his com ng death.

9, pronise of worldw de pralse for her: cf. Ps 41:2, "he shal
be bl essed upon the earth.



