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12-16, Preparation of the Passover
Three characteristics of this preparation, each exenplifying
somet hi ng that should be true of our walk with the Lord.
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Whay is the Lord so oblique in his preparations?

a) So that Judas couldn't performhis betrayal during the dinner.
This supper is a foundation for the church, and nust not be
di st ur bed.

b) Lesson: Prudence. The believer nust not underestinate the evil
around him but be alert to danger.
1) Pr 22:3 and 27:12, "A prudent [nman] foreseeth the evil, and
hi deth hinself: but the sinple pass on, and are puni shed."
2) M 10:16 "Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the mdst of
wol ves: be ye therefore wi se as serpents, and harm ess as
doves. "

How does the Lord arrange the place? Hi s soverei gn know edge of
detai |l ed events.

a) This case:
1) Male carrying water; usually wonman's worKk.
a> Gen 24:11, Eliezer at Haran, "the tinme that wonen go out
to draw water." v.13, "the daughters of the nen of the
city come out to draw water."
b> (Gen 29, apparently sonme of those who watered the fl ocks
were nal es, though Rachel cane al so.)
c> Exod 2:16, Mses in Mdian; the daughters of the priest
cone to draw water.
d> 1 Sam 9:11, Saul and his servant, seeking Sanuel, find
"young mai dens goi ng out to draw water."
e> John 4, Samaria
2) Associated with the house of a disciple
3) Encounter himjust at the right tine

b) O her exanpl es:
1) 11:2, the ass for the royal entry on Pal m Sunday
2) Matt 17:25-27, the coin in the nouth of the fish

c) Lesson: Trust. When God | eads us sonmewhere, he knows the end
fromthe beginning, Isa 46:10, and will not | eave us boxed in.

Who woul d receive the Lord at this point in his |life? The naster
of the house is ready to put his hone entirely at the Lord's
di sposal

a) There is sone suspicion that this may be Mark's father:
1) Acts 12:12, his home was a known neeting place of the early
chur ch



2) Acts 1:12,13, they net in an upper room cf. Mark 14: 15

3) Mark 14:51 (only in Mark) nmay be Mark's recoll ection of
hi msel f; would make sense if he were in the house where the
supper took pl ace.

b) Lesson: Obedi ence. The believer owes the Lord absol ute

surrender of all that he is and has. Rom 12:1, 2.

B. 17-26, The Supper

1

2.

18- 21, Announcenent of the Betrayal

a) 18, Based on prophecy of Psa 41:10, cf. 21, "as it is

witten."

b) 19, Their sense of sin. Contrast Peter in v.29. Let himthat

t hi nketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall, 1 Cor. 10:12.
The believer has already declared his noral bankruptcy, and is
not surprised that he may have failed i n unexpected ways.

c) 21, An inportant tension between God's sovereignty and man's

responsibility.

1) "The son of man goeth...": The result of Judas' action is
good. "Goeth" is not sinply a euphemismfor "die." A nunber
of travel verbs are used thus in G eek, but not hupagw (see
margi nal note in Alford on Matt 26:24). This is the verb
used repeatedly in John for our Lord' s return to this
Father. The Lord is not saying, "I amdying," or "I am
going to be tortured,” but is focusing sinply on his
absence fromthem and his presence with the Father.

2) "...as it is witten of hinm': The fact of Judas' action was
antici pated by God. Does not lie outside the control of
Cod' s providence.

We night be tenpted to say, "If the act was permitted by
CGod, and if it brought about a good result, it nust be K"
But consider the third part of the saying:

3) "We to that nan by whom the son of man is betrayed." Judas
must bear the responsibility for his deed, and the
puni shnent he will face is such that he woul d have been
better off never to have been born.

4) Ot her exanples of such a polarity:
a> Acts 2:23. Though the Lord was delivered "by the
determ nate counsel and foreknow edge of God," yet the
hands that killed himare declared to be "w cked."
b> Acts 4:27,28. The political |eaders, in their opposition
to the Lord, did only what God's "hand and ... counse
determ ned before to be done."

22-25, The El enents



a) 22, the Bread

b)

1) The bl essi ng and breaki ng of the bread woul d not have
surprised them
a> cf. 6:41 (the feeding of the 5000) and 8:6,7 (the 4000).

b> This bread and its blessing are a regular part of the
Passover service. As faniliar to them as an Easter egg
hunt is to us.

2) What nust have gone through the Lord's m nd as he gave
t hanks for the bread that he then declared to be his body?
On their behalf he thanks as a recipient, but on his own
behal f, as the donor, thanking God that he is able to
suffer for them Heb. 12:2, "for the joy that was set
before hi m[he] endured the cross."

3) Mark shows that he explains the bread before they eat it.
VWhat nust have gone through their mnds as the natza sat
upon their tongues? |If they were perpl exed about the
traitor, how nmuch nore should they have been about this?
Yet no question has been recorded for us.

a> They m ght have recall ed |Isaiah's prophecy of a servant
of the Lord who woul d becone a trespass offering (lsa

53: 10).

b> He is shifting the spotlight fromthe passover lanb to
himsel f. Later, Paul will recall, "Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us," 1 Cor. 5:7.

23-25, the Cup. Remi nds us that the Lord' s Supper is neither
t he begi nning nor the end of God's work of sal vation, but
| ooks both backward and forward.

1) Its past significance: a standard part of the Passover
service

2) Its present significance in the church age. This tine, they
partake first, then he explains it. Eating the bread as his
body woul d have been shocki ng, but at | east an extensi on of
t he Passover | anb. Drinking bl ood was absol utely forbidden
under the OT | aw.

a> "This is ny blood." Under the O, the worshi pper could
eat the flesh of the peace offerings, and the priests
could eat the flesh of the sin offerings, but no one
could drink any of the blood. Lev 17:10-16. The blood is
the heart of the sacrifice, reserved for God al one. Thus
even the sacrificial table, there was always a barrier
bet ween God and t he worshi pper. That barrier is now
renoved. They drink the blood as well as eat the body.



b> "That of the new covenant.'

The Greek syntax factors

this off as a separate thought.

1>

2>

3>

Thr oughout history, God deals with his people on the
basi s of covenants, solemm transactions that specify
his relation with them and theirs with him Like a
treaty, specifying his care for themand their duties
toward him

Sone see Gen. 3:15 (cf. Hos 6:7) as the first.
Noah, Gen. 9:9

Abr aham Gen 15:18

Phi nehas, Num 25: 12, 13

David, 2 Sam 7:13 (23:5)

eaooTp

Two nmj or such covenants with the nation of |srae

a: Sinai, Exod 19:5,6. Contingent on obedi ence; can
be br oken.

b: New, Jer 31:31-34; cf. Ezek 36: 25-27. CAUSES
obedi ence; transforns the worshi pper through the
indwelling of God's Spirit; can never be broken.

Heb. 9:11-23 develops in the greatest detail the
parall el s and contrasts between the covenants of

Si nai and Cal vary. Both nust be ratified with bl ood.
By calling the cup "ny bl ood, that of the new
covenant,"” the Lord is identifying it as the

rati fying bl ood of the new covenant.

c> "which is shed for nmany."

1>

2>

3>

"shed," primary ritual for the sin offering, Lev.
4:7, 18, 25, 30, 34. Not used of other sacrifices.
El sewhere the commbn expression for violent human
deat h.

"for," peri, 19x in Lev in the expression exil asonai
peri autou, KPR (LW "nwmke atonenent for him?" cf.
Lev. 1:4; 4:26; others. The Levitical way of
identifying the beneficiary of the sacrifice. uper
autwn (Luke) is not levitical, but is the nore
appropriate Greek preposition for beneficiary. [Three
prepositions deal with the scope of our Lord's death:
a: peri pollwn (here); the targets of the main
pur pose of the sacrifice, as in Lev.
b: anti pollwn (10:45); the actual objects of
substitution
C: uper pantwn (1 Tim 2:6); beneficiaries in a w der
sense; note Paul's reduction of the preposition
Wwith respect to Mark 10: 45.]

"many. "

a: Broader than Israel. No | onger a nationa
covenant; now we as Gentiles can share in it.

b: Narrower than "all." The Lord has in mnd a
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speci fic conpany who will benefit fromhis
offering; cf. Rev. 5:9, showing that redenption is
a selective activity.

3) 25, Its future significance: |ooks forward to the ki ngdom
of God, which is depicted in the Ol as a great banquet.
a> | sa 25:6-8
b> Psa 22: 28, 29.
c> Rev 19:9, the marri age supper of the Lanb.



