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Over vi ew

1

A 24-27,

The Lord' s response to the disciples' question has three
movenent s.

a)

b)

5-23, Conflict. An el aborate chiasm

1) Warns believers agai nst two sources of attack:
a> Deception by false Christs (the carrot)
b> Persecution (the stick)

2) Establishes our mssion of being a witness, even in
per secuti on.

24-27, Coning of Christ, "After that tribulation.” This, not
the destruction of the tenple, should be the focus of their
attenti on.

28-37, Confort. Again chiastic. Two parables to renind them
that these events are sure; sone will happen soon, others at

a

ti me not known in advance. Adnonition: "Watch," grhgorew. Stay

awake. Be ready for the Lord's return.

1) In the Conflict section, watchful ness was wt the
opposi tion

2) Here, it is for the true Christ.

Comi ng: The Return of Chri st

Three sections, each introduced with a tinme statenent.

1

Preparati on: nature darkened

a)

b)

24a, Tinme: The Lord Jesus explicitly teaches that his return
will be "after"” the unprecedented tribulation described in
14-20, "in those days" (thus not a |long delay |l ater).

1) This is the only explicit tinme that the scriptures assign
to the return of Christ.

2) Pretrib rapture rests on theol ogi cal grounds, not the
explicit teaching of scripture.

3) Believers should expect trials and tribul ations, and
"endure unto the end," be conpletely steadfast, trusting i
Cod to control even the nost severe persecutions (20) and
vindicate their testinony with the glorious return of his
Son.

What happens: darkeni ng of the heavenly bodies as a sign of
God' s j udgment .

1) Inagery: cones from Gen. 1:16, the fourth day of creation,
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in which God "turns on" the sun, npbon, and stars. Now, in
an act of "uncreation" and judgnent, he turns them off.

2) Joel 3:15, God's final judgnent against the earth. May be
the earliest witing prophet; at any event, eschatol ogi ca
ref erence.

3) Two prophets use the i mage of God's judgnent on single
nati ons, perhaps in the sane way that the Lord uses the
civil strifes of Mark 13:7-8 to foreshadow t he
eschat ol ogi cal ones of 14-20.
a> lsa. 13:10-13, the fall of Babyl on
b> Ezek 32:7, the defeat of Pharaoh under the Persians.

4) Rev 6:12-13, once agai n eschatol ogical, the judgnents of
Christ's return in answer to the cry of the tribulation
martyrs for vengeance.

c) Way it happens: Just as a jeweler |ays out a black vel vet
cloth to show off a di anond, so the Lord will darken all the
earth, the better to show off the glory of Christ's appearing.

Execution: Christ glorified
a) Tinme: "And then"

b) "They shall see": it will be publicly obvious.
c) The description is fromDan. 7:13,14: "Son of Man," "clouds,"
"glory." "Power" here is dunam s, which in LXX Dan neans

either "arny" or "mghty person,” not an abstract, but exousia
there probably conforns to it here. The Lord is describing the
poi nt at which he receives the ki ngdomfromthe Anci ent of
Days, as prophesied in 7:14, cf. the angel's interpretation in
7. 27.

Gat heri ng of the el ect

a) Tine: "And then,"” still after the tribulation

b) Gathering of the elect; the rapture.

c) Note in particular the reference to both heaven and earth; may
be the seed fromwhich 1 Thes 4: 16,17 cones, "the dead in
Christ" coming from"the utternpost part of heaven," and "we
which are alive" coning from"the utternost part of earth.”

d) Wrth noting "neet" in 1 Thes 4:17, apanthsis, which regularly
means to go out to greet soneone as they cone to you, and to
acconpany them back in. Cf. the Roman believers' greeting Paul
in Acts 28:15, or the virgins greeting the com ng bridegroom
in Matt 25:6, or the denpniac neeting the Lord in Mark 5:2, or
the servants neeting the father as he returns hone in John
4:51. The angel s assenble the elect to acconpany the Lord as
his arnmy in Rev. 19.

28-37, Confort
The di scourse ends, as it began, with a chiasm exhorting al ertness
and centered on speech.
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The Conflict chiasm



a)

b)
c)

exhorted believers to be alert in the face of their
adversaries' tactics (deception and persecution)

so as to naintain a faithful testinony (center, v.11).
Seven | ayers: WArni ng, Deception, Social Strife, WArning,
Per secuti on, Wtness.

The Confort chiasm

a)
b)
c)

exhorts themto be alert for the Lord's return

in view of his faithful teaching (center, v.31).

Fi ve | ayers: Exhortation, Parable, Exhortation, Moral,
Teachi ng.

28a, Exhortati on

a)

b)

"Learn" is inperative, a comrmand. This parable is not
optional. They nust pay attention.

Both "fig tree" and "parable" are definite: "Fromthe fig tree
|l earn the parable." As though each item of nature has its

| esson hidden for the discerning eye to enjoy. Cf. Sol onpbn's
proverbs, which draw spiritual insights fromants, greyhounds,
coneys, .... Cf. Job 12:7-8, "But ask now t he beasts, and they
shall teach thee; and the fows of the air, and they shal

tell thee: 8 O speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee:
and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee."

28b, Parabl e

a)

b)

c)

29,

b)

The phenonenon: in the spring, the bark of the fig tree
becones soft and velvety as the | eaves bud out.

Conpare our fanmly's eager anticipation of naple syrup season,
as a sign that the peak of the wi nter has past and sumrer is
on its way.

Ceneralization: the natural seasons are not haphazard, but
follow a regular pattern, which the alert eye can di scern.
Even wi thout counting nonths or knowi ng a date, when broken
branches start to drip sap, we know that sumrer is on its way.

Exhortati on
"Know' is inperative, a command. "Know that it [the Lord's
return] is near." Like sumer, his return is part of God's
cycle of tine, and the attentive believer will not be taken by
sur pri se.
VWhat are the "these things" that will cone to pass?

1) Dispensationalism
a> Fig tree = Israel
b> Budding of the fig tree = rebirth of the nation |Israe
(a thene nowhere in the context)
c> So rebirth of the nation is sign that the Lord's return

3



30,

b)

i s approachi ng.

2) This analysis is defective in two ways:
a> The Lord nowhere says that his com ng depends on the fig
tree's | eaves.
b> Thi s approach divorces the parable fromthe context and
makes it (and the expl anation) stand al one.

3) Seens nore reasonable to seek for "these things" in the the
previ ous context. "When ye shall see" appears twice in the
chapter, here and v.14, referring to the abom nati on of
desol ati on.

Moral: the tinme i s near

Like the fig tree, the "generation" has been sadly abused by
di spensati onal teachers, notably Hal Lindsey in The Late
Great Planet Earth, who concludes that since a generation is
about 40 years and since |Israel was reestablished in 1947,
Chri st should have returned in 1987.

Agai n, we should always turn to the context for
interpretati on. What does "generation" nean in Mark?

1) M 8:12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Wy
doth this generation seek after a sign? verily | say unto
you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation.

2) M 8:38 Wiosoever therefore shall be ashaned of ne and of ny
words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of himalso
shall the Son of man be ashaned, when he coneth in the glory
of his Father with the holy angel s.

3) M 9:19 He answereth him and saith, O faithless generation,
how |l ong shall | be with you? how |l ong shall | suffer you?
bring hi munto ne.

4) A "generation” is those who occupy an "age," Luke 16: 8.
"Thi s generation" consists of those who i nhabit this present
evil age (Gal. 1:4). It lasts, not for twenty or forty
years, but throughout the entire age.

Thus the Lord is teaching that the unbelief and sinful ness
of the present age will persist until the fulfillnent of the
t hi ngs prophesied in 5-23.

Certainty of the Lord' s Wrds

This is the center of the chiasm the point of focus, and
corresponds to the center of the first chiasm Both are
concerned with words. There, the believer is the channel for
the Lord's witness to unbelievers. Here, the Lord shows
hinself to be the source of unfailing words.



b) The sayi ng echoes several O passages, and by doi ng so,
pl aces the Lord Jesus on the | evel of GCod:

1) Ps 102:25 O old hast thou laid the foundati on of the earth:
and the heavens [are] the work of thy hands. 26 They shal
peri sh, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax
old like a garnent; as a vesture shalt thou change them and
t hey shall be changed: 27 But thou [art] the sanme, and thy
years shall have no end.

2) Isa 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and | ook upon the
earth beneath: for the heavens shall vani sh away |i ke snoke,
and the earth shall wax old |ike a garnent, and they that
dwell therein shall die in |like manner: but ny sal vation
shall be for ever, and ny righteousness shall not be
abol i shed.

3) Isa 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the
word of our God shall stand for ever.

c) Thus believers who see the conmng tine of trouble are not to
be faint-hearted, for we have the Lord' s pronise that his
conming is near, and his word will not fail.

32, Moral: the tinme i s unknown

a) Going into the chiasm the enphasis was on the certainty of
the Lord' s return and its general relation to the signs that
anticipate it. Conming out, the thene is our ignorance of the
exact date. Qur recent March weat her is an excell ent exanple.
W' ve had warm days and cold nights, dripping sap, and crows
fl ocking, so we know that spring is on the way. However, we've
al so just had a devastating ice stormthat |eft 330,000 people
wi t hout power in subfreezing tenperatures.

b) It is the Father's pleasure to reserve the know edge of the
exact date to hinself alone. Not even the Son, whose
preoccupation is with doing the will of the Father, knows that
exact date.

Structural note: this | ast "exhortation, parable,
exhortation" is nore conplex; a third exhortation is
enbedded in the m ddle of the parable, which together with
the shift fromthird to second person has the effect of
nmergi ng the two together.

33, Exhortation
In the light of this uncertainty about the precise tinme ("for ye
know not..."),

a) Take heed. "Look." Keep your eyes peeled, |like the sea
captain's wife on the roof of her house, watching for the
sails of her husband's ship on the horizon.



10.

11.

b) Wwatch. "Stay awake." Don't fall into a carel ess sl unber,
thinking that his return won't be for a long tinme. Mny
believers are effectively asleep in this world.

c) Pray. The sea captain's wife was out of touch from her husband

for years at a tine. W have the privil ege of constant
comruni cation, to strengthen us in the face of the world's
opposi tion.

34, Par abl e
The Lord conpares hinself to a househol der who | eaves his
household in the care of his servants.

a) To all of them he gives authority to do their work.
b) The parabl e singles out the porter.

1) 2 Kings 7:11, the person in the king' s house you contact
you need to waken the king at night.

2) 2 Kings 4:6 (LXX), soneone whose sl unber pernmits a nurderer

to gain entrance into the house.

3) John 10: 3, the one who turns out the sheep into the care of

the true shepherd.
4) John 18: 16,17, the one who chall enged Peter at the door
the Hi gh Priest's house.

c) The porter's job: stay awake. This person is the ancient
equi val ent of a security system A guard, responsible for
wat chi ng t he weakest point of the house (the door),
chal | engi ng those who cone, warni ng of danger, admitting
those with legitinmte business.

35, Exhortation

The Lord shifts back to exhortation. W as believers are to
be on the | ookout, watching and waiting for the Lord's
return, turning away false clainmants to his authority (the
decei vers of 13:5-6, 21-23).

35b- 36, Par abl e

How terrible should the porter be found sl eeping on his
post! In the mlitary in tinme of war, this action is

puni shabl e by death, because it jeopardizes the security of
the entire force.

37, Exhortation

Once nore: Watch. Stay awake and alert. Don't let the world | ul

you into its irresponsi bl e sl unber.



