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Over vi ew

1. 1-2, First Question
a) Disciples are inpressed with the physical spectacle of the
tenple, in spite of the spiritual bankruptcy the Lord has just
reveal ed.
b) He predicts that it will all be destroyed.
c) Application: Beware the danger of evaluating spiritual truth
on the basis of carnal appearances.

1) Europe's great cathedrals were the product of a corrupt and
apost ate church.

2) The great tenples of the Orient: Horyu-ji (ol dest wooden
buildings in the world) and Todai-ji (Il argest wooden
bui l di ng) i n Japan, Ankor-Wat in Thail and

3) Pyram ds and Sphynx in Egypt

2. 3-5a, Second question: when will this happen, and what wll be
the sign of it?

3. Response has three novenents. First and third are | onger,
chiastic, and end with an adnoniti on.

a) 5-23, Conflict. Chiastic: there will be deceivers, wars, and
persecution, but all leading to a witness. Adnonition: "Take
heed to yourselves,"” "Endure unto the end." Do not give in to

the tenptation to deny the Lord.

b) 24-27, Conming. "After that tribulation." This, not the
destruction of the tenple, should be the focus of their
attenti on.

c) 28-37, Confort. Again chiastic. Two parables to rem nd them
that these events are sure; sonme will happen soon, others at a
time not known in advance. Adnonition: "Watch," grhgorew. Stay
awake. Be ready for the Lord's return.

4. Chiasmof 5-23 is very detail ed:

War ni ng: " Take heed" 5 23
Decei vers

Fal se Chri sts 6

+ Fal se Prophets 21-22

Social Strife

O di nary 7-8

Extraordi nary 14- 20
VWAr ni ng:

"Take heed" 9a

"endur e" 13b
Per secuti on

Publi c 9b- 10



Private 12-13
W t ness 11

5. Application: The warnings introduce two ki nds of dangers agai nst
whi ch believers should be on their guard in these | ast days.

a) False Christs in the mdst of social turnoil. The danger of
succunbing to the utopian proni ses of a charisnatic politica
figure. W are at risk of being lured away by the Carrot.

b) Persecuti on agai nst us because of our stand for the Lord. W
are at risk of being turned aside by the Stick.

5b- 6, Decei vers
Many will falsely claimto be the Messiah. This has been a conti nua
mark of this age: Bar Kochba, Father D vine, JimJones.

7-8, Social Strife. Unpleasant but routine; contrast 14-20.

1. Characteristics: wars, earthquakes, fam nes, troubles (wdinai
"bi rt h- pangs")

2. Tine: 7 "the end shall not be yet," 8 "begi nning of sorrows"

3. Response: 7 "be not troubled.” These are the nornmal expected
conditions. Nothing particular to be upset about.

9-13, Persecution

This central section of the chiasmis itself chiastic. Exhortations
to faithful ness on the outside, then warnings of persecution, then
in the center the witness that will result.

1. 9a, Initial exhortation: "take heed to yourselves."” Cf. 2 John 8;
Luke 21:34,36; 2 Cor. 13:5. A warning agai nst apostasy or being
drawn away. Recogni ze that you are in a hostile world that will
do everything it can to derail you spiritually. Be on your guard.
Contrast this with the | ackadai sical attitude of nany who fee
that with their eternal fire insurance in place, they have no
other worri es.

2. 9b-10, What others will do to us.
Note first the syntax that binds this section together, then two
progressi ons as we nove through it.

a) Syntax: The first clause is {verb + pp}, then the succeedi ng
ones are {kai + pp + v}, through v.10, which indicates that it
bel ongs to this paragraph.

1) They shall deliver you to councils

2) and in the synagogues you shall be beaten

3) and before rulers and kings vyou shall be brought

4) and unto all nations t he gospel nust be publi shed.

b) First progression: the Scope of the opposition.

1) Councils. The singular is the Sanhedrin (14:55; 15:1), the
ruling body of the Jews. The plural includes the |oca
ruling bodi es of the synagogues, and consi ders
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3.

d)

prophetically the neeting of the organi zed "church" down
t hrough the ages (Council of Ni caea, Council of Trent,
Second Vatican Council). It is telling that "the church"
shoul d have adopted this term which is everywhere in the
Bi bl e opposed to the people of God, for its plenary

neeti ngs! Beware of | arge organi zed religi ous bodi es.

2) Synagogues. Lit. "into the synagogues you shall be beaten.”
The organi zed system pursues theminto | ocal assenbli es,
where otherwi se they might hope to find refuge with other
true believers. W see this dynamc in the book of Acts as
the Jews follow Paul around, carrying their hatred for the
gospel into the synagogues that he visits and stirring up
opposi tion against him Cf. Acts 14:1-19; 17:1-13.

3) Rulers and kings, the civil authorities. Together with
organi zed religion, a major adversary of God's people
t hrough the centuri es.

4) Al nations. Before "the end" (v.7), they nmust hear, thus
preachi ng the gospel serves to "hasten the comi ng of the
day of God," 2 Pet. 3:12.

Second progression: the believers' role shifts from passive in
the first two clauses to active as a witness (3rd) or preacher
(4th). Though the unbelievers seemto be in control, what is
happening is a neans of confronting themw th the gospel.

1) An exanple of 1 Cor. 1:26-29, God's use of foolish and weak
things to carry his nessage, so that he will receive the
glory. What could be nore hel pl ess than a pri soner,
stri pped of the nmeans of self-defense and of the privil eges
of a free nan? The God who chose to conme as a peasant in

order to bring us salvation, asks that we be willing to be
hunbl ed so that his voice nay be nore clearly heard through
us.

2) This trend is a transition to the next paragraph.

The notive for this persecution is "nmy sake." The believers
are not suffering because of their own offenses, but because
of the One Whiom t hey represent.

1) John 15:18-21, we can expect no better treatnent than our
Lord received.

2) 1 Pet 4:14-16, we are not to court persecution as
evil doers, but to accept it nobly for the sake of Christ.

11, What we will do. Explains how the testinony that issues from
persecution will be produced.
a) The command: twofold

1) Don't worry.



b)

c)

2) Don't plan what to say.
3) Speak what the Spirit gives you to say.

The circunstance: "when they shall | ead you away, betraying
you." This is NOT a command agai nst diligence in studying the
word of God, or preparing for the responsibility of teaching.
It is a conforting reassurance for circunstances "when
effective preneditati on woul d be i npossi ble" (Swete).

The reason: God's Spirit will provide the appropriate words
for the occasion.

12-13a, What they will do
Returns to the thene of persecution from 9b-10.

a)

b)

The opposition is now nore intinate; not just inpersonal foes
fromthe religious or political elite, but nenbers of the
famly. Cf. Mc 7:6.

As in v.9, the believers do not suffer because they are bad
peopl e, but "for ny nane's sake," because they bear his nane
and represent him

13b, d osing exhortation: "endure unto the end" to "be saved."
Corresponds to v.9, "Take heed to yourselves." This phrase
appears three tinmes in the NT: twice in Matt, and once here. Need
t o understand three phrases:

a)

b)

Be saved. Cf. the call to discipleship in 8:35. The point here
is not surviving physically; all the early Christians who
carried out the bloody testinony predicted here in fact

peri shed physically. The salvation in question is spiritual,
the kind that cones when the body is |ost.

Endur e.

1) Literally, to stay sonewhere when others travel on.
a> Lk 2:43, The child Jesus in Jerusal em when his parents
returned to Nazareth
b> Ac 17:14, Silas and Tinothy in Jerusal em when Paul went
on to Rone

2) The noun is commonly transl ated "patience." The sense is
st eadf ast ness, constancy. Both words in the OT nopst

commonly translate QVH "to hope, trust,"” the position of
the believer whose faith in God is steadfast in the face of
trial. Cf. Mcah 7:7 "wait," in the context of 7:1-6.

3) So the verb cones to nmean "be steadfast, patient,
constant." Here, the Lord recognizes that the coming trials
may turn many away fromtheir profession, but those who
refused to be noved will be saved.

Unto the end. The Greek expression lacks the article: "unto
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end,"” not "unto the end." Wth the article, the reference

m ght be to the eschatol ogical end of 13:7. Wthout it, we are
in the presence of a common Greek adverbial idiom/(see

ref erences bel ow) neaning, "conpletely, fully, utterly, for
ever." The promi se of salvation is to those who stand fast

t hroughout their life.

Uses of eis [to] telos:
1) NT refs:
a> eis tel os:
1> This logion: M 10:22; 24:13; M 13:13
2> Lk 18:5; Jn 13:1; 1Th 2:16
b> eis to telos: 2Co 3:13
2) LXX refs:
a> eis tel os:
1> Gn 46:4 "finally bring you up again"
2> Num 17: 28 +ews "shall we perish utterly?"
3> Dt 31:24, 30 +ews "completel y"
4> Jos 8: 24
5> Jos 10:13 "to the end of one day"
6> Jos 10:20 + ews "until they were finished"
7> 1Ch 28:9 "for ever"
8> 2Ch 12: 12 "altogether,” conpletely
9> 2Ch 31:1 + ews "utterly"
10> Job 6:9 "conmpletely", "for ever"
11> Job 14:20 "for ever"
12> Job 20:7 "for ever"”
13> Job 20:28 "conpl etely" or "for ever"
14> Job 23:3 2
15> Job 23:7 "for ever™
16> Ps 9:7, 32; 12:2; 15:11; 17:36; 43:24; 48:10; 51:7;
67:17; 73:1, 3, 10, 11, 19; 76:9; 78:5; 88:47
17> Ps 9:19; 102:9 // _eis ton aiwna_
18> Ezek 15:4,5 "conpletely"
19> Ezek 20:40 "conpletely” or "for ever™
20> Ezek 22:30 "conpletel y"
21> Ezek 36: 10 "conpletely” (enuneration)
22> NOT in Daniel!!! Not distinctly eschatological term
23> Anpbs 9:8 "utterly”
24> Hab 1:4 "ever" or "conpletely"
25> Apocrypha: Judith 7:30: 14:13; Sirach 10:13; 12:11;
Aza 1:11; 2Macc 8: 29
b> eis to tel os:
1> Jos 3:16 +ews "conpletely"
2> = LMNCX intitle of Pss. 4-6, 8-13, 17-21, 29, 30,
35, 38-41, 43-46, 48, 50-61, 63-69, 74-76, 79, 80,
83, 84, 87, 108, 138, 139

d) Summary: This verse (and its chiastic pair in 9a) enphasize
the need of believers to persevere in the Christian life. No
doubt buil ding on these sayi ngs, we have exhortations to
per severence t hroughout the NT:

1) Col. 1:21-23 W are reconciled "...if you continue in the

5



faith, grounded and settled, and be not noved away fromthe
hope of the gospel..."”

2) John 8:31 "If you continue in ny word, then are you ny
di sci pl es i ndeed. "

3) Heb 3:6 "[Christ's] house are we, if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firmunto the
end. "

4) Heb 3:14 "we are nade partakers of Christ, if we hold the
begi nni ng of our confidence stedfast unto the end.”

The point is not works sal vation, but a clear enphasis that
the sign of true salvation is a changed |life that persists
i n godliness.

14- 20, Social Strife. The characteristics, tine, and appropriate
response show that this is very different fromthe age-I|ong turnoi
described in 7-8.

1. Characteristics: much nore focused and specific than 7-8.

a)

b)

Dani el ' s abomi nati on of desol ati on.

1) The reference: Dan. 9:27, when the Antichrist sets up an
idol in the tenple.

2) The types: the desol ati ons of Anti ochus Epi phanes in 168 BC
(Dan. 11:31) and the entry of the Roman arnmies into the
holy place in AD 70 (Il anpstand and tabl e of showbread on
Titus' Arch in Rone).

3) Further prophecy: 2 Thes. 2:4, the Man of Sin setting
himself up as God in the tenple.

Unprecedented tribulation qglipsis (19), which is why this
period is sonetines called the "great tribulation," Matt 24:21
(parallel to this); Rev 7:14. Avoid two errors:

1) Don't neglect the distinction that the Lord is naking here
between this tribulation and those that have gone before.
This one will be unprecedent ed.

2) At the sane tine, the difference is one of Quantity, not
Quality. Tribul ation has been an age-l| ong phenonenon. See
nmy notes on Rev 1:9. The word occurs 45x in the NT, of
which 37 refer to the trials and difficulties that
beli evers are to expect throughout the age. The burden of
the NT teaching on this subject is not to assure us that we
will escape the Great Tribulation, but to exhort us to be
patient in the General Tribul ation!

3) Note that there are believers on earth during this
tribulation peri od:
a> for whose sake the Lord gives this teaching;
b> for whose sake the tine is |linited.
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2. Tinme: unprecedented "fromthe beginning,"” 19. This is the
cul mnating conflict, which God providentially shortens, 20.
Contrast 7, "end is not yet."

3. Response: 14 "flee," 17 "woe," 18 "pray." Extraordi nary
suf fering.

E. 21-22, Deceivers

Appears to be a higher |evel of deception than 5b-6:
Acconpani ed by fal se prophets, not just false Christs. Culninates
in the fal se prophet of Rev. 16:13, referring to the second
beast, the one out of the earth, Rev. 13:11, 14.

2. Acconpani ed by signs that could al nbst | ead astray the el ect.

3. Application: The return of Christ will be unni stakeable, in great
power and glory; if you have any question, it isn't he.

F. 23, Adnonition
Once again, a warning not to be deceived by false Christs pronising
to solve great social problens. "I have foretold you," shows one
pur pose of prophecy: so that God's people aren't taken by surprise
and don't think that God has | ost control.



