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Overvi ew
19:1-21:8 is chiastic. The ends and m ddl e summari ze the bl essi ngs

decl ared earlier in the book (19:9 <-- 16:15, rapture; 20:6 <--
14: 13 death; 21:7 <-- 1:3 obedi ence)

1. "I Heard" (rest: "saw') 19:1-5, 6-10 21: 3-8

2. Entry of Groom.. 19: 11-16

3. ... and Bride 21:1-2

4. Lake for the Beast... 19:17-18, 19-21

5. ...and his Arnies 20: 11, 12-15

6. Satan | nprisoned... 20:1-3

7. ...and put in Lake 20: 7-10

8. M1l ennium 20: 4-6

19: 17-21, Beast to the Lake of Fire (2x)

1. 17-18, An angel summobns the birds to dinner. There is no question

about the outcone of this battle. Contrast "the supper of the
great God" at which the followers of the beast are the nmin
course, with "the marri age supper of the Lanb" at which the
redeenmed are guests.

2. 19-21, The Beast and his foll owers defeated.

a) 19, they take the initiative in the battle: "gather together
to nake war." Cf. Deut. 20:10-13, the policy that governed the
first conquest. Even up to this nonent they could bow down and
acknow edge the Lord--but driven by their hatred for the Lord,
they foolishly think they can defeat him

b) Qut cone:

1) 20, Beast and fal se prophet (beast fromthe sea and beast
fromthe earth, respectively) are not killed, but sent
directly to the | ake of fire.

2) 21, Followers slain, to be raised and then cast into the
| ake of fire in 20:13-15.

3) Conpare the very few godly people (Enoch, Elijah) who are
translated directly to eternal bl essing w thout seeing
death. So the beasts are taken directly to eternal
suffering w thout seeing death.

3. Correlation with other prophecy
a) The call to the birds appears 600 years earlier in Ezek
39:17-22. There the battle is associated with the conversion
of the house of Israel (v.22).
b) This in turn links it to Zech. 12:1-13:2, the final battle
agai nst Jerusal em and t he conversion of Israel, which in turn
provi des further details.



B. 20:
Ch.

1-3, Satan I nprisoned
12-13 i ntroduced three | eaders of the rebellion: Satan and the

two beasts. The |l atter have been dealt w th. What about Satan?
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C. 20:

1, Angel, key, bottomess pit: cf. 9:1. Differences:
a) Here, "an angel cones down from heaven." There, a "star having
fallen from heaven." Both angelic creatures (cf. 9:11), but
one travels under his own power, the other has fallen, out of

control (cf. 12:7; Luke ..

b) Both have the key of the bottonml ess pit, but in ch. 9 it is
descri bed as an unusual permnission; in 20, as an expected
possessi on.

c) The pit is opened in 9 to |l et denbns out; in 20, to put Satan
in.

d) 9:11 suggests that Satan is the jailor in 9, but in 20 he is
t he prisoner.

e) The conpari son enphasi zes his huniliation. Earlier, under
God' s pernission and hardly noticing his fallen position, he
i magi nes hinself in control over the denons of hell. But now
an anonynous nmenber of the host of heaven has power over him
to |l ock hi mwhere he kept his ninions.

3, cf. Matt. 27:63-66 (sealing; "deceiver"). Because he is an
angel , Satan cannot die and be buried as people are. But this
experience in the pit is probably as close as an angel can cone.
Seens to be nodel ed after the Lord' s experience in the tonb--but
that | asted only 3 days, and he cane out when he pl eased. Satan
will stay there 1000 years, and can only conme out when the seal
is lifted.

4-6, The M Il ennium (v.6, "Bl essed")
Descri ption

a) The Ri ght eous Dead

Conpare the progression fromthrone to enthroned ones with

1) 1:12,13, the candlesticks, then the Lord

2) 4:2,3, he sees first the throne, then the one sitting on
it. Here the vision of the glorified nmartyrs follows the
sane direction.

3) 9:11, first the horse, then the horsenan

4) 14:14, first the cloud, then the one seated upon it.

Thi s progressi on seens to enphasi ze the glory and ngj esty of

the one thus introduced, as though the observer cannot | ook

i medi ately at the person but nmust slowy lift his eyes. Now

that sane progression is applied to the nmartyrs.

1) Their Thrones
From Dan. 7:9 (thrones), 21-22, 26 (judgnent)
a> Cf. 4:10; 11:16. There's nothi ng new about believers
enthroned with God i n heaven; now they appear to be on
earth. The MIlenniumis the answer to the church's
prayer, "thy kingdomcone ... on earth as it is in
heaven. "



b)

b> Judgnent given to them cf. 1 Cor. 6:2,3. W are to
j udge the whole world, and even the angels.

2) Their ldentity
The second object of "I saw' is the martyrs. Described in
two ways:

a> Postively: beheaded for the word and testinony. Cf. 6:9.
Those who once were crying out for justice from under
the altar now live in triunph on their thrones.

b> Negatively: did not participate in the worship of the
beast or receive his mark. They were willing to stand
apart.

5, "The rest of the dead,"” that is, those w thout those two
characteristics. NB: while nmaking distinctions between peopl e
is anathenma to our society, it is central to how God deal s
with the worl d.

I nterpretation

a)

b)

Fromthis distinction we learn that all the dead do not rise
at once. "This is the first"; there nmust be a second.

VWhat is the difference between these two? 6 gives a sunmary,
stated in terns of the benefits of the first resurrection, but
clearly inplying the sorrow associated with the second. Those
in the first resurrection are "blessed and holy"; those in the
second are by inplication cursed and prof ane.

1) "Blessed" (lit. "happy"): inmune to the second deat h.

a> The title appeared once before, in 2:11, where the
church of Snyrna was promnm sed that overconers woul d not
be hurt by this. Now we see those overcomers enjoying
this pronise

b> The death itself is defined in 20:14; 21:8 as the | ake
of fire, the place of eternal suffering for those who
rej ect the Lord.

c> The correspondi ng curse for those who do await the
second resurrection is to be cast into that | ake of
fire.

2) "Holy" ("set apart"): cf. 1 Pet 2:9 < Exod 19:6, "you are
a royal priesthood, a holy nation."

a> They are set apart for royal and priestly function
during the mllennium W are not told over whomt hey
rule, or for whomthey intercede. Angel s? Sone ki nd of
people still on earth? Not clear. But we will have
speci al, recogni zed functi ons.

b> The opposite of "holy" is "conmpn, ordinary." Those who
await the second death will not be distinguished in any
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way, but will be lunped together. Their disposition in
20:14 is like a mass grave. Death and hades are cast
entire into the | ake of fire.

Theol ogi cal excursus on the 1000 years:

We could talk at | ength about exegetical argunents for our
interpretation of this passage, but | find it npst helpful to
consi der the inpact that historical events have had on recorded
changes in the doctrine.

a) Through the first three centuries, the church believed in a
literal physical kingdom of Christ on earth for a period of
1000 years. They identified this with the prom ses of the OT
prophets that God would reign over the world. Great confort i
the face of Ronman persecuti on.

b) Changes in the fourth century (300-400)

1) Constantine took the throne in 306, and enbraced
Christianity. Now the established church did not view Rone
as a satanic power to be overcone, but as the ki ngdom of
God on earth.

2) (bserved abuses in the doctrine. People began thinking in
terns of carnal pleasures during this period.

3) Led by Augustine, 354-430, resulted in spiritua
interpretation of the mllennium For exanple, Hendricksen
(a very godly and hel pful Christian Reforned connentator):
a> 1-3, Satan bound so that he cannot deceive the nati ons
(on earth): permts the gospel to go forth into all the
wor | d.

b> 4-6, saints ruling (in heaven); "first resurrection" is
"the translation of the soul fromthis sinful earth to
Cod's holy heaven.™

c>7-9 is the tribulation, followed by return of Christ in
j udgment .

c) Reinforced through the notion of church-states down until the
19th century.

1) Note "D. G Regi na" on Canadi an coi ns; part of the queen's
title, "Elisabeth Il, by the grace of God, of the UK of
Great Britain, and Northern |Irel and and her other real ns
and territories, queen; head of the commnweal th; defender
of the faith."

2) The "Holy Roman Enpire" was established on Christnas Day,
A.D. 800 by the coronati on of Charl emagne by the pope. "It
was called the Holy Roman Enpire because it was consi dered
to be the renewal [holy] of the ronman enpire of the ancient
world, the last of the four great enmpires of antiquity."
The title "king and enperor of the HRE' continued in the
Hapsburgs of Austria until the early 19th century. (The
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d)

3)

4)

house itself ended in 1918 at the end of WW w th the
abdi cation of Karl 1.)

Cf. the use of the Orb as a royal insignia, synbolizing the
victory of the cross over the world.

Thus the historical amillennialists still believed in a
physical rule of Christ on earth (though through human
ki ngs) .

From t he perspective of history, we know.

1)

2)

These ki ngdons failed miserably to "defend the faith,"” even
while they were active. The true believers were regularly
persecuted by them and the Church that ordai ned these

rul ers was corrupt and apost at e.

Wth rare and only synbolic exceptions, these ki ngdons

ei ther have ceased to exist, or drop any claimto be
Christ's representatives on earth.

Thus the increased attention to premllennialismin our day is
the result, not of novel doctrines invading the church, but of
areturn to the primtive doctrine of the early church and the
cl ear and normal reading of Scripture, and an insistance that

CGod' s kingdomwi Il cone, really and physically, on earth as it

is

i n heaven.



