1027 Ferdon Road
Ann Arbor, M 48104
June 12, 1993

M. Jeff WIhoit

SI L

Box 8217

Grand Forks, ND 58202

Dear Jeff,

| enjoyed very nmuch di scussing your work on Jer. 7 at the recent
wor kshop on Hebrew di scourse structure. During our discussion, |

of fered you an analysis of Jer. 7 using Longacre's paragraph
grammar, subject to the condition that it was not the section that
had been | ost due to conputer mal function. Unfortunately, that was
i ndeed the | ost section!

VWhat | do have, however, are sone notes that | nade in synthesizing
the structure of chapters 7-11 on the basis of the (now | ost)

par agraph analysis. |1've summari zed them below, in the hopes that
they may be of sonme use to you. Please feel free to correspond or
call if | can be of further help.

Best w shes,

Van Par unak
Structural Notes on Jerem ah 7-10
A. Macro structure of chapters 7-10

1. Wiole section (7-10) delinmted by WIC Qs in 7:1 and 11: 1.
(These outrank LSMin 9:12, which is thus subordinated to the
entire unit 7-10.)

2. 7 and 10 have fairly clear internal structure, outlined further
bel ow. Basic principle here is analysis by residue. Explain what
you can, then |ook hard at what's | eft.

3. After reading 8-9 several tines (perhaps 10 or 15), three nmain
t henmes seemto recur: Sin, Judgnent, and Mourning (SJM. A conmon
trioin Jer. 4-6, they are a natural causal chain. NB: Wile ch.
7 and 10 also deal with sin and judgnent, they say nothi ng about
t he peopl e' s nourni ng. Hypothesi ze that these are the atons from
whi ch the section is constructed. (This node of analysis is what
I term"senmantic structure” in ny article in the Black vol une
fromthe 91 Greek di scourse seninar.)

4. Separate out paragraphs:
a) Shifts of speaker
b) Rhetorical relations (statenent + reason)
c) Small structural features (chiasmin 9:7-9)
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d) Thene: Sin, Judgnent, Mourning.

5. Now note that the sin in viewin 8:22-9:8 is different fromthat
in the rest of the section. It is social, mainly deceit, and
|l eads Jeremah to fear for his own wel fare. El sewhere we are
|l ooki ng at sacral sin: ignoring God, idolatry, etc.

6. Drawi ng now on the causal relations anobng SJIM we have three
cycles in ch. 8-9, each exhibiting all three conponents.

7. Integrate this now with the outer sections, to trace an ABCBA
chiasm ("Symretric structure"” in the Black vol une.)
a) 7 and 10 concentrate on sacral sin, introducing its
consequences.
b) The consequences and resulting nourning conme nore into focus
in 8 and 9b.
c) 9a |l ooks at the social sin that energes.

B. Ch. 7
First Ain ABCBA. GCod alternates between talking to the people and
talking with Jerem ah about the people; between connenting on their
faulty piety toward himand their followi ng after other gods. The
result is identifying four fornms of inproper worship, and warni ng of
t he puni shnent for each.

1. 3-15, Part-tine piety

2. 16-20, Qutright idolatry

3. 21-28, Shallow spirituality
4, 29-8:3, Child sacrifice

C. 8:4-21
First Bin ABCBA, first SIMcycle. Sin |eads to judgnent, and
judgnent to nourning, in linear fashion. (Gets nore conplicated in
| ater sections.)

D. 8:22-9:9
Center of the chiasm The enphasis in this section is on social sin;
in particular, deception. The overall structure of the chiasm shows
that it enmerges from sacral sin.

Det ai |l ed structure:

1. Note QF at 9:7, dividing it into two parts.

2. First part, 8:22-9:6, is unified by three desires. The first two,
on the lips of Jerem ah, express nourning, while the last, by the
Lord, sets forth the people's sin.

3. Second part, 9:7-9, is chiastic, ABA: outer nenbers warn
interrogatively of judgnent, while the center again focuses on
their sin.

4. Thus the two parts are {Mourning + Sin} and {Sin + Judgnent}. All
t hree conponents are here, but not in |linear order as they were
in 8:4-21.



E. 9:10-22
Second B section i n ABCBA.
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The section has two parts:

a) vv.10-16 traces once nore the causal chain fromnmourning to
j udgnent and then to sin.

b) 17-22 enphasi zes the nourning that will result fromthis
j udgment .

9:23-26 is an inverted hinge transition to the outer A section.
(See nmy article in JBL 102 (1982) 525-48 on transitional
techniques in the Bible for nore on this device.)

F. 9:23-10:25
Fi nal A in ABCBA
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9:23-10:25 is an anplifying alternation, abAB:
9:23-24 -> 10:1-16, glory in the Lord, not in nman-nade idols.

9:25-26 -> 10:17-25, judgnment will fall on Jew and Gentile alike
who forsake the Lord.

Consider first 9:23-24; 10:1-16. This section discusses the need
to glory in the Lord, and shows the glory of the Lord in contrast
to pagan gods. The entire structure is one of cascaded
anplifications:

a) 9:23-24 is anplified in 10:1-16

b) Wthin 10:1-16, 1-5 is anplified in 6-16.

c) Wthin 1-5, 5b is anplified in 2-5a.

d) Wthin 1-5a, 3a is anplified in 3b-5a

10: 17-25 is an interaction paragraph. God warns of coning
judgnent, and Jereniah |laments its effect, then prays to God for
mercy.



