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Over vi ew
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A few weeks ago, a trenendous cycl one clai ned nearly 100K |ives
i n Bangl adesh. Thousands of Kurds have di ed on the nopuntai ns of
Iraq. Everywhere we | ook, we are surrounded by suffering, and
sone people point to that suffering as an argunent that there
cannot be a | oving God.

Suffering is an integral part of our world, not because there is
no God, but because of rebellion against the God who is there.
Soneti nes, people suffer because the effect of Adanmis sin has
left the world a poor fit: thirst, fatigue, sunburn. |In other
cases, suffering is CGod's just judgnent on our own individua
sin--and at the sane tine, his nmerciful warning to people not to
i gnore his denmands. |sa. 26:8-10.

Thi s chapter records an instance of the latter case. It describes
God' s judgnment against the Philistines, a seafaring people from
Crete who inhabited the coastal areas of Israel and were
perpetually at war with God' s people. I n spite of their contact
with the know edge of the truth, they never accepted it as a

nati on, and so conme under God's judgnent.

This record suggests three errors that unbelievers nake when
Cod's judgnent falls on them

a) They fear the wong things. Their attention is consuned by
relatively snall disasters, and they m ss sight of the big one
just around the corner. E.g., people are nbre worri ed about
environnental pollution than about spiritual pollution.

b) They fear the right things, but for the wong reasons. They
think their pain results from physical circunstances al one,
and i gnore God's agency.

c) They respond in the wong way, rebelling agai nst God even as
t hey suffer.

Backgr ound:
a) Geographical |ocation of the Philistines
b) Their five cities: Gaza, Ashdod, Ekron, Ashkelon, Gath

1-2, They Fear the Wong Thi ngs

These verses appear to describe two conquests of Gaza: one by
Pharaoh, from Egypt, and thus fromthe south, and another fromthe
north, probably by the Babyl oni ans.
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Gaza is very close to Egypt, and woul d have fought frequently
with it. Between the tine Jer uttered this prophecy and the tine
it was collected into the final edition, Pharaoh i nvaded the
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city, perhaps Necho on his way north to Carcheni sh. (He woul d not
have wanted to | eave strong enemes at his rear.)

The peopl e woul d have been accustoned to fear Egypt. If you were
to ask the average Philistine what his greatest fear was, he
woul d probably point south.

Yet the disaster here threatened is to cone fromthe north, not
the south. What the Philistines fear nost is only a mnor
irritation, conpared with the conplete devastation that awaits
t hem from anot her direction.

Application: Moddern civilization fears things |Iike ecol ogi cal
coll apse, or terrorism or violation of human rights. Wen there
are wars, we sonetinmes fear them Yet we are oblivious to the
great judgnent that lies ahead for all who reject the Lord Jesus.
May the Lord give us grace to keep the correct perspective.

B. 2-4, They Fear the R ght Things for the Wong Reasons
Three sections in these verses. First we see the approaching
destruction, then twice we hear of nen's reactions, but for
di fferent reasons (2b, 3b; in each case the reason foll ows
i medi ately, contrary to the AV punctuation).
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2a, The approachi ng destructi on.

The northern arny is pictured as an overflowing flood. Cf. the
i mage of the Assyrian in Isa. 8:5-8; the Egyptians attacking
Babyl on in 46:7,8. Ever since God destroyed the world with a
fl ood, floods have been terrifying i rages of destruction.

2b, 3a, The first reason for fear. The inhabitants how because of
t he sounds of war around them Wen the true judgnent does fall,
they are properly afraid, and realize that it is far worse than
an Egyptian raid. But their fear is focused on the synptons of

t he i nvasi on, not the cause.

3b, 4, The second reason for fear. Utimtely, the reason that
people are so terrified is that "the Lord will spoil the
Philistines." As with Egypt, so here, the real eneny is not

Babyl on. Nebuchadnezzar is just the rod of the Lord' s anger.

Unl ess sinners see that it is their Creator with whom they have
to do, they will never see the true significance of the judgnents
that fall upon them

C. 5-7, They Respond in the Wong Wy
Thi s paragraph seens to be a little conversati on between the prophet
and soneone el se (who appears to be a Philistine synpathizer).
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The basic course of the conversati on:

a) 5, Jer remarks on the suffering and destruction of the
Phili sti nes.

b) 6, sonmeone replies that the sword should really stop naking
such a ness.

c) 7, Jer responds that this is inpossible, since the disaster is
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not arbitrary, but the deliberate will of God.

2. Two errors in the people's response are evident in this
i nt er change.

a) A false view of the magnitude of sin. The speaker in v.6
presunmes to know when enough judgnent has fallen.

Peopl e think they are accurately calibrated on the appropriate
tradeof f between sin and judgnent: "He's suffered enough." But
when we truly understand the seriousness of our sin, we know
that nothing less than the death of the eternal Son of God can
suffice to balance it.

b) A false view of repentance.
The actions reported in v.5 are deeds of nourning; cf. 41:5,
shaven and cut. A prelimnary view night be that the
Philistines, like the pilgrinms in ch. 41, really have cone to
grips with their sin.

But recall fromch. 41 that the pilgrins were m sgui ded.
Shavi ng and cutting of the flesh in nourning are pagan
practices, forbidden in the law, Lev. 19:27; 21:5; *Deut.
14: 1. Even under the chasteni ng hand of God, the Philistines
do not subnmit to his rule.

So today, even when people do recogni ze that God is behind
suffering and di saster, too often they curse himand conti nue
in their rebellion rather than worship himfor turning their
attention to their need for him

Sunmar y

Suffering i s unavoi dabl e. As anbassadors for Christ, we need to be
able to explain to those around its true neaning. W need to warn
them of the real danger of hell, when they are distracted by | esser
evils; we need to help them see God's just hand behind it, and we
need to point themto repentance and faith in place of their natura
rebel I'i on.

Psalm Ps. 72, "O God, Thy Judgnents G ve the King"
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