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Overvi ew

Contrast the divine reality mani fested through Stephen, with the
devi ous and under handed net hods enpl oyed by his adversaries. Begins
and ends with a testinony to the power of God through him and in
the nmiddle we see the machi nati ons of the eneny.

In particular, the signs of his genuineness recall the ninistry of
Moses, whom he is accused of rejecting.

A. 8, Stephen's Mnistry

1. Hs Character, "full of faith and power."
Conpare the twofold descriptions in
a) 3, "full of the Holy Ghost and w sdont
b) 5, "full of faith and the Holy Ghost"
c) 10, "wisdomand Spirit"
and recall the characterization of the Spirit in ch. 1 as the one
who gi ves power. Each description has two parts, one identifying
a particular gift of the Spirit, the other describing the Spirit
who gives the gift. Thus the point here is that Stephen is
characterized by faith produced by the power [of the Holy
Spirit]. These nmen do not ninister in their own strength or
skill, but are channels for the Spirit.

2. His Performance, "did wonders and signs."
These sprang fromthe spiritual power within him and strongly
urged his audience to attend to the Gospel (cf. Peter and John in
ch. 3). See 7:36 for ascription of such work to Moses.

Application: Qur lives should simlarly be marked by the work of
the Spirit, in ways that our coll eagues and associ at es cannot
deny.

B. 9-14, The Opposition

1. 9, Their Oigin.

Fi ve descriptions, in three categories:

a) Libertines, "the liberated ones.” That is, freed slaves. Many
Jews taken captive by Ponpey in 63 BC, |ater freed.

b) Cyreni ans (upper Libya) and Al exandri ans (Egypt): African
Jews.

c) Clicia and Asia: nodern Turkey. Paul cane fromthis area, and
may have been part of this group.

All three are descriptive of jews of the diaspora. The opposition

agai nst the Hell eni st Stephen cones from ot her Hel |l eni sts.

Application: It's relatively easy to be a missionary to those who
are different from oursel ves. The hardest ones to reach are those
closest to us. They will resist us the nost strongly. Yet that's
often where we are nost effective.
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2. 10, Their I npotence.
Hi s spoken mnistry mani fests spiritual wi sdom even as the works
he wrought show spiritual faith, and as the Lord had proni sed
(Luke 21:15), they cannot resist him

3. 11-12a, Their public efforts
By i nduci ng people to spread runors about Stephen, they succeed
in stirring up not only the elders and scribes, but also the
people at |arge. "Suborn" neans "to induce to commit perjury";
the record thus explicitly states that this was NOT what Stephen
was t eachi ng.

Note the difference here fromthe earlier effort of the high
pri ests, whose hands were tied because of the popularity of the
believers with the people. Now the adversaries begi n by
undercutting that base of popul ar support.

Two charges introduced here, which will be anplified in the next
section: Stephen is accused of bl asphenbus words in two
di recti ons:

a) agai nst Moses, the | awgi ver;
b) agai nst God hi nsel f.

4. 12b-14, Their private efforts

Once before the Sanhedrin, they repeat the same charges, perhaps

bringing the hired liars who had previously stirred up the crowd

to bear false witness nowin a court of |aw Sane two cl ai ns,
here repeated twi ce:

a) "against this place" (13), "Jesus ... wll destroy this place"
(14), correspond to bl aspheny agai nst God, whose house the
tenple is. The latter allusion is the sane perversi on of John
2 that had been brought against Jesus at his trial.

b) "against the law' (13), "change the custons ... Mses" (14)
pi ck up the bl aspheny agai nst Mbses.

Unable to natch his integrity and genui ne spiritual power and

wi sdom they resort to deception and perjury. It's conpletely clear
now t hat the opposition to the gospel is not due to a

m sunder st andi ng or | ack of exposure, but to deliberate hatred on
the part of those who reject it. How great the contrast, then, when
we turn back to Stephen, and find himat the end of the episode, as
at its beginning, giving full evidence of divine power.

15, Stephen's Composure
God' s glory shines out through Stephen supernaturally. This
description of Stephen recalls two OT stories.

1. Exod. 34:35 refers to people seeing a face that was unusual in
sone sense: Mbdses' face, which shone after he had been speaki ng
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with God. The allusion to Moses is probably intentional on Luke's
part, here as in v.8, since Stephen in the foll owi ng speech wi Il
conpare the rejection of his nessage with the rejection of Mses'
nessage by the Jews.

2. Jud. 13:6 is the only other place that cones close to describing
"the face of an angel." Wen Manoah's wi fe, about to becone the
not her of Sanpson, observes to her husband that her visitor has
"t he countanence of an angel," they are filled with fear and awe.
Such shoul d be the response of the Sanhedrin before such a
mani f eat ati on t hrough Stephen. Unfortunately, it is frequently
the case that sinple peasant people have better spiritua
i nstincts than professional theol ogians.

Summar y

1. Don't be surprised if unbelievers use "dirty tactics" to oppose
your witness. No other tactics are available to them

2. Those whom we woul d expect to be closest to us often oppose the
gospel the npbst intensely.

3. W& should seek to manifest the glory of God in the genui neness of
our lives. Don't stoop to their |evel.

Psalm 15

Anal ysi s

8

The Instigation

Ste/fanos de\ plh/rhs pistews [MI] kai\ duna/ news e)poi/ ei

te/rata kai\ shnmeia nmega/la e)n tw‘| | aw|.

B. The Qpposition--Hell enists against a hell enist.

1

9 a)ne/sthsan de/ tines
a) Roman: tw'n
1) liberated Jewi sh prisioners from Rom
e)k th”s sunagwgh”s th”s | egone/ nhs Liberti/nwn
2) North African:
kai\ Kurhnai/wn kai\ ) Al ecandre/wn kai\
b) Asian: tw'n a)po\ Kiliki/as kai\ )Asi/as suzhtou”ntes tw'|
St ef a/ nwW
10 kai\ ou)k i)/sxuon a)ntisth”nai th”| sofi/al kai\ tw‘|
pneu/ mati wW(~| e)la/lei. (cf. qualification in v.3) (cf. Luke

21:15)
Publ i ¢ opposition
(te marks close sinmlarity between the clauses, Levinsohn Il 2.1,

t hus sonething |i ke paraphrase or result going on here.)
a) quote p
1) quote f: 11 to/te u(pe/balon a)/ndras |e/gontas o(/ti
2) quot e:
) Akhko/ anen au)tou” | alou®ntos r(h/mata bla/sfhm ei)s
Mw+sh”n kai\ to\n geo/n:
b) 12 suneki/nhsa/n te to\n lao\n kai\ tou\s presbute/rous kai\
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tou\s granmatei s,
4. Private opposition
te here marks 13 as the high point of the episode, |leading into
t he next section.
a) kai\ e)pista/ntes sunh/rpasan au)to\n
b) kai\ h)/gagon ei)s to\ sune/drion,
C) quote p
1) quote f: 13 e)/sthsa/n te na/rturas yeudei *s | e/ gont as,
2) quote: evidence p
a> claim (O a)/ngrwpos ou(”~tos ou) pau/etai |alw'n
r(h/mata kata\ tou”™ to/pou tou® a(gi/ou [tou/tou] kail
t ou™ no/ nou:
b> evi dence: quote p
1> quote f: 14 a)khko/anen ga\r au)tou” | e/gontos o(/ti

2> quot e:
a: )l hsou”s o( Nazw ai “os ou(”~tos katal u/sei to\n
t o/ pon tou”ton
b: kai\ a)lla/cei ta\ e)/gh a(\ pare/dwken h(m "n
Mw+sh”s.
5. 15 kai\ a)teni/santes ei)s au)to\n pa/ntes oi( kagezo/ nenoi e)n
tw sunedri/w ei)”~don to\ pro/swpon au)tou™ w(sei\ pro/swpon
a)gge/lou. (Cf. Jud. 13:6; they should have responded with fear.)



