Acts 4:29-5:16, Answers to Prayer
January 18, 1992
H. Van Dyke Par unak

A. Overvi ew
1. W sonetines think that answers to prayer should cone |ike
hanburgers at MacDonal ds: pl ace your order and over the counter
it comes, nicely bagged, conplete with fries and a shake.
2. Corrections to this vision
a) Prayer is at |east as much praise as request (as we saw | ast
time).
b) God's answers to our requests often are indirect, delayed, and
i nvol ve things we woul d never have anticipated. (this week's
st udy)
3. Qutline:
a) 4:29-30, The believers nake several requests:
1) oversi ght of persection;
2) boldness in their preaching;
3) signs, wonders, and heali ngs.
b) 4:31 One request is answered (for bol dness).
c) 5:12-16, Another request is answered (signs, wonders, and
heal i ngs).
d) 4:32-5:11, In between, other things happen too.

B. 4:29-30, The Requests
Knowi ng that they have such a powerful despot, and having submtted
t hensel ves willingly under his rule, they now bring requests
appropriate to one with such power as they have just descri bed.
Thr ee requests:

1. 29a, "Behold their threatenings." Not inviting God just to be
aware of them but to "supervise thenm’ and keep them under
control. W will see the effect of God's supervision in the
foll owi ng chapters.

2. 29b, "G ve us boldness to speak.” They will not be sil enced; nor
can they rely on their own boldness, in itself no greater than
ours. They need "the spirit of ... power,” 2 Tim 1:7, which they

al ready experienced in ch. 2.

3. 30, "While you stretch out your hand for healing and for the
performance of signs and wonders." AV sees this as the MEANS of
t heir bol dness, but then how can we be bold if God doesn't do
m racles? Better understood as what God will do WHILE they are
bol dl y speaki ng. Havi ng seen the inpact of the healing of the
lame man and the miracles of pentecost, coupled w th preaching,
they ask that this coupling mght continue. NB: Enphasis here on
publ i ¢ wonders.

The clue to this passage is that God begins to answer their
requests, but does not do so all at once. Bol dness cones right away;
we don't see the signs, wonders, and healings until 5:12; and
interesting things happen in between.



C. 4:31-35, God Begins to Answer Prayer
Luke begins with an answer to one of their requests, but then shifts
to an unexpected subject, the community of goods in the church. Note
the transition:

1. 31, Bold Speech

2. 32, Common Goods (cf. 2:42-45).

3. 33a, Back to bol dness of speech! Luke wants us to understand
clearly that this request has been granted.

4. 33b-35, Back again to Commobn Goods! Twi ce Luke sets us up to
expect sone infornati on about the other requests; tw ce he takes
us on what appears to be a detour.

In fact, we will cone back to the requests in 5:12. But the

digression is critical. Their prayer was focussed entirely on their

outward mnistry, which 33a describes as "great bol dness."” But they

al so need "great grace," 33b, consisting of two essential inward
characteristics of a healthy church, w thout which the outreach wll
be of little value. Superficially, these characteristics are often
seen as mutually contradictory. Luke has so skilfully blended them
t hat we recogni ze them as i nseparable. They are our |ove for one
anot her, and our fear of inpurity.

D. 4:32-37, The Church's I nner Love
Thr ee paragraphs successively anply the community of goods through
which the early believers showed their |ove for one another. The
first two speak in generalities, and anplify the pattern already
laid down in 2:42, 44-45.

2: 44
Attitude --> 4:32 (the tineless principle)
2:42 /
Fellowship <
\'  2:45
Acti on --> 4:33b-35 (net their need then)

The third paragraph gives a specific exanple of this action.

1. 32, Their Attitude.
Li ke 2:44, this verse displays two aspects of their attitude:
their oneness in general, and the attitude that gave them toward
mat eri al things.

a) The general oneness of the believers. Recall that our Lord
prayed for this as a sign to the world, John 17:20-23. The
bel i evers here are concerned for bold speech and fl ashy signs;
they need to display deep | ove as well.

1) 2:44, they were "together." It's not for nothing that the
church in the NT is called an "assenbly."

2) 4:32, "one heart and one soul ."

3) Oten, "one nind," honoqumadon.

b) Their attitude toward material things. Both 2:44 and here we
read that they had all things conmmpbn. Here we see that
attitude expl ained: no one took the attitude that anything he
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had was his own. This ought to be our attitude today as well.

2. 33b-35, Their Action.
2:45 reported the sale and distribution of property. Here we see
t he nechani sm done via the apostl es.

Should we do this today? Two things to observe:

a) Not a universal NT custom 1 Cor. 16:1 shows that in Corinth,
believers did not maintain a public treasury, but managed
their stewardship individually.

b) Havi ng apostles to guide in the distribution would seemto be
an i nportant protection agai nst obvi ous abuses.

W& need to be sensitive to the Spirit's |leading as to how we
denpnstrate our oneness in material things. But there is no
excuse for ignoring the underlying responsibility of being one
with each other and hol di ng our property, not as private wealth,
but with a viewto stewarding it for the Lord. W do not truly

| ove one another if we are not ready to put our npbney where our
nmouth is. Cf. Janes 2:15, 16.

3. 36-37, The Exanpl e of Barnabas

Here we see an exanple of the operation of this practical

expression of love in the church. Luke gives us a | ong

description of this individual, who will play an inportant role
later in Acts. Note:

a) Hi s nickname, "Son of consol ati on/ encouragenent."” Hi s noney is
not the only way he showed his | ove for other believers. Just
as it is wong to think we can | ove others but selfishly hold
our noney close, it is also wong to think that |avish gifts
can substitute for a cold heart.

Corresponds to 2:44; 4:32.

b) Hs tribe: a Levite. What a contrast between his behavi or and
that of others with links to the tenple! Under the |aw, he was
entitled to receive gifts fromthe people. As a believer, he
seeks to give gifts.

c) Hs famly (better than "country") was from Cyprus. As a
result of the dispersions of the captivities, many jews |ived
out of Pal estine. Was he one who was saved while visiting
Jerusal em at Pentecost, and now stays on? The point of this
description seens to be that though his deepest roots are not
here, yet he devotes his goods to his Christian brethren. The
spiritual relation is thus stronger than the physical one.

The | ove of believers for one another, as manifested in their

mat eri al sharing, is one essential elenent of the "great grace" that
God gave them an inner quality needed for their outward testinony.
There is another, as we see in the next episode.

E. 5:1-11, The Church's Inner Purity
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Bar nabas' exanpl e no doubt excited great adnirati on anpng the
bel i evers, and one couple in particular was so eager to receive the
same stature that they were led into deception. Their story has two
par agr aphs, each describing a lie, an apostolic rebuke, God's

j udgnent on the sinner, and the effect on the church.

1. 1-6, Anani as

a) 1-2, The Lie is very casual. Ananias seens to say nothing, but
by his actions |l eads those in the church to think that he is
bei ng as generous as Barnabas, when in fact he has kept back
sone of the price.

b) 3-4, The Rebuke: Peter nakes several inportant points here.

1) Anani as was under no noral obligation to sell his property
and give the noney to the common fund. Recall the
di stincti on above between Attitude and Acti on.

2) Anani as no doubt thought he was trying to fool the church;
Peter points out that he is really deceiving the Holy
Spirit. Extend this to other sins as well. Wen we sin
agai nst the church, we sin against the Lord of the church,
and in the eyes of his Spirit who i ndwell s us.

3) Note in passing how Peter equtes the Holy Spirit (v.3) with
CGCod (v.4). This text is one of the classical proof-texts
for the deity of the Holy Spirit.

c) 5a, 6: The Judgnent: instant death. Burial foll owed
i medi ately, to avoid di sease from deconposition in the heat.
Done so suddenly that his wife didn't even know t hat he had
di ed.

We do not generally see God's judgnent as dranmatically today,
but one has known of cases of physical illness and death that
seemto be related to clear sin against the Lord.

d) 5b, The Fear: no contradiction between this and the | ove of
t he previous chapter. Wien we really see God in his holiness
and ourselves in our sin, there nust be sone degree of fear,
as well as gratitude for the deliverance we have in Christ.

It is terrifying to think how a deed outwardly good can nerit
Cod' s judgnent because of the hypocrisy of the heart! How
carefully we must search our own hearts before the Lord. It is
wrong not to do good; it is also wong to do it for the wong
reason.

2. Sapphira

a) 7-8, The Lie. Mdire direct and verbal than Anani as', but
confirns Peter's insight.



b) 9, The Rebuke. Now the sin is described, not as lying to the
HS, but as tenpting him A child will sonetines test a parent,
to see how nuch he can get away with. Here, early in the
history of the church, a sinful couple tries to see how nuch
they can get away with. The harshness of the response is God's
i ndication that he will not be trifled with.

c) 10, The Judgnent: imedi ate death and burial, as with Anani as.

d) 11, The Fear. After 2:47, this is the next ref. to ekkl hsia.
CGCod both adds to the church and takes away.

3. The lesson: CGod's church nmust be pure if it is to be powerful.
Sone find Peter here unnecessarily harsh, but recall how Luke
buil ds this episode out of the |Ilove gifts of the previous
chapter, as though to say to us, "Don't think that |love is
i nconpatible with discipline." It is not love to tolerate sin in
one anot her.

Conpare the story of Achan in Josh. 7, where a | ack of inner
purity in the assenbly of God's people hindered themin their
outward responsibility (in that case, conquering the |and). So
here, before the request of the church for an outward inpact can
be granted, God nust deal with the inpurity in their mdst.

Wth the church confirnmed in its inner |ove and purity, God can now
answer the second part of their request, for a dramatic inpact on
t hose around t hem

5:12-16, God Answers More of the Prayer

The AV has accurately perceived an inportant clue to the structure
of this paragraph. Note the parentheses around 12b-14. |In fact, the
paragraph is chiastic, describing the nmracles for which the church
prayed in ch. 4, the spiritual state of the believers, and the
response of unbeli evers.

1. 12a, 15, The Requested M racl es.
v.1l5 makes no sense after 14. W despread conversi ons are not
reason for people to bring their sick friends out into the
streets. But the signs and wonders of 12a are such a reason, and
together 12a and 15 fulfill the request of 4:30.

2. 12b, 14, The Life of the Believers: united and grow ng, marked by
oneness with each other and faith in the Lord.

3. 13, The Response of Unbelievers. Two points nentioned.

a) They did not dare associate thenselves with the church. Wth
the news of Anani as and Sapphira fresh in town, they fear to
associ ate hypocritically with believers. How different now,
when people will seek social nenmbership in a church even when
they do not truly believe!

b) They magnified the believers. This is of course i nappropriate.
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Only the Lord is worthy to be nagnified, as the use of the
word t hroughout the NT (except 2 Cor. 10:15) shows. But when

we live as the Lord commands us, we will have "a good report
of those who are without,”" 1 Tim 3:7, and even those who
persecute us will be ashamed because of what they know to be

true of our lives, 1 Pet. 3:16. Not knowi ng the Lord,
unbel i evers can only nagnify us.

Summary

1. Heaven is not a hamburger stand, and prayer is not ordering

sonet hi ng and expecting to get it right away. God will work his
glory through us, but will often take us down paths we do not
expect .

2. Qur outward inpact as a church depends on our inward life. W
must be marked by sharing |l ove and holy purity. This is the neans
the Lord has ordained to attract others to hinself.

Psalm 133, "Behold How Pl easant And How Good"
Anal ysi s

4:29-30, The Request
1. 29 kai\ ta\ nu™n, ku/rie, e)/pide e)pi\ tals a)peilals au)tw'n,
2. kai\ do\s toi”s dou/lois sou neta\ parrhsi/as pa/shs lalei”™n to\n
| o/ gon sou,
3. 30 e)n tw|
a) th\n xei”~ral/ [sou] e)ktei/nein se
1) ei)s i)/asin
2) kai\ shnei”™a kai\ te/rata gi/nesqa
a> dia\ tou® o)no/matos tou”™ a(gi/ou paido/s sou )|l hsou”.

4: 31-35, Great Power and Great Grace

Alternating transition, ABAB, A = boldness (first half of the answer

to the prayer, second half in 5:12ff), B = sonethi ng new.

(Alternatively, Meyer sees 33a as internal teaching in the church.)

Function of interrupting the answer in this way:

1. Commonality of Goods (through ch. 5), anmplifying 2:42, 44,45

2. Relation to the principle of answered prayer. Was this the kind
of "signs and wonders" for which they were aski ng? Sonethi ng new
in the experience of the church--not only persecuti on w thout,
but inmpurity wthin.

3. Relation of their |love for one another within to their testinony
wi t hout (v.33).

Anal ysi s:

1. 4:31, Bold Speech
a) 31 kai\ dehge/ntwn au)tw'‘n e)sal eu/gh o( to/pos e)n wW"|
h) *san sunhgne/ noi ,
b) kai\ e)pl h/sghsan a(/pantes tou”™ a(gi/ou pneu/ natos,
c) kai\ e)la/loun to\n | o/gon tou® geou™ neta\ parrhsi/as.

2. 4:32, Common Goods



a) 4:32 Tou” de\ plh/gous tw'n pisteusa/ntwn h)*n kardi/a kai\
yuxh\ m/ a,

b) kai\ ou)de\ ei (s ti tw'n u(parxo/ntwn au)tw*| e)/l egen
i)/dion ei)”nai,

c) a)ll' h)”n au)toi”s a(/panta koina/.

4: 33a, Bold Speech
kai\ duna/nei mega/l h|] a)pedi/doun to\ martu/rion oi( a)po/stoloi
t h*s a)nastal/sews tou” kuri/ou )I hsou”?,

Does this inmply mracles (so Bruce?) In the plural, dunams is
often used to indicate niracles; but the singular also includes
our inner strength, given by the Spirit. Better to see nmiracles
as one anobng many possi bl e mani festati ons of the power that all
bel i evers have through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). (cf. Rackhan)

Cf. 1 Thess. 1:5; Acts 1:8; 6:8 (linked with mracles); 10:38
("), Rom 15:13 (yields hope), 15:19 (miracles), 1 Cor. 1:18
(preaching of the cross), 1 Cor. 2:4,5 (power of Paul's
preaching), 2 Cor. 6:7, 12:9, Eph. 1:19 (raised and seated with
Christ in heavenly places), 3:7 (mani fested by sal vation), 3:16
(result of the Spirit's internal work), Col. 1:11 (yields

pati ence and | ongsuffering with joyfulness), 2 Tim 1:7, 8
(enabl es us to bear suffering), 3:5 (formvs. power of

godli ness), REv. 3:8 (strength)

4: 33b- 35, Common Goods
a) xalris te mega/lh h)~n e)pi\ pa/ntas au)tou/s.
b) 34 ou)de\ ga\r e)ndeh/s tis h)”n e)n au)toi’s:
c) o(/soi ga\r kth/tores xwi/wn h)\ oi)kiw‘n u(ph”rxon,
pw ourntes e)/feron tals tina\s tw'n pi praskome/ nwn
d) 35 kai\ e)ti/qoun para\ tou\s po/das tw‘n a)posto/|lwn:
e) diedi/deto de\ e(ka/stw kaqo/ti a)/n tis xrei/an ei)”xen.

C. 4:36-5:11, Anplification of the Commpbn Goods

1.

4: 36- 37, Barnabas:
a) 36 )Ilwsh\f de\
1) o( e)pi kl hgei\s Barnaba”s a)po\ tw‘n a)posto/lwn, o(/
e)stin meger mhneuo/ menon ui (o\'s par akl h/ sews,
2) Leui/ths,
3) Ku/prios tw*| gel/nei,
4) 37 u(pa/rxontos au)tw‘| a)grou”
5) pw h/sas
h) / negken to\ xrh”"na
b) kai\ e)/ghken pro\s tou\s po/das tw‘n a)posto/|wn.

5:1-11, Anani as and Sapphira

a) Anani as
1) The Lie
a> 5:1 )Anh\r de/ tis (Anani/as o)no/mati su\n Sapfi/rh|
t h~| gunai ki\ au)tou” e)pw | hsen kth"ma
b> 2 kai\ e)nosfi/sato a)po\ th~”s timh”"s, suneidui/hs kai\
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2)

3)
4)

5)

t h~s gunai ko/ s,
c> kai\ e)ne/gkas ne/ros ti para\ tou\s po/das tw'n
a) post o/l wn e)/ ghken.
The Rebuke: quote p
a> quote f: 3 ei)”pen de\ o( Pe/tros,
b> quot e:
1> (Anani/ a,
2> dia\ ti/ e)plh/rwsen o( Satana”s th\n kardi/an sou
yeu/ sasqai/ se to\ pneu”na to\ a(/gion kail\
nosfi/sasqai a)po\ th”s tinmh*s tou™ xwi/ou;
3> 4 ou)xi\ me/non soi\ e)/nmenen
4> kai\ prage\n e)n th”| sh”| e)cousi/a] u(ph”rxen;
5> ti/ o(/ti e)l/qou e)n th™| kardi/al] sou to\ pra“gna
t ouMt O;
6> ou)k e)yeu/sw a)ngrw pois a)lla\ tw‘| gew|.
The Judgnent: 5 a)kou/wn de\ o( (Anani/as tou\s | o/ gous
t ou/ t ous peswAn e)ce/yucen:
The Fear: kai\ e)ge/neto fo/bos ne/gas e)pi\ pa/ntas tou\s
a) kou/ ont as.
The Buri al
a> 6 a)nasta/ntes de\ oi( new teroi sune/steilan au)to\n
b> kai\ e)cene/ gkantes e)/qgayan.

b) Sapphira

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

D. 5:12-16,

The Lie
a> 7 )Ege/neto de\ w(s wrw*n triw'n dia/sthma kai\ h(
gunh\ au)tou” nmh\ ei)dui”a to\ gegono\s ei)sh”l gen.
The Lie and the Rebuke. interchange p
a> quote p
1> quote f: 8 a)pekri/gh de\ pro\s au)th\n Pe/tros,
2> Ei)pe/ npoi, ei) tosou/tou to\ xwi/on a)pel/dosqge;
b> h( de\ ei)”pen, Nai/, tosou/tou.
c> quote p
1> quote f: 9 o( de\ Pe/tros pro\s au)th/n,

2> quot e:
a: Ti/ o(/ti sunefwnh/gh u(m ~n peiral/sai to\ pneu“ma
kuri / ou;

b: i)dou\ oi( po/des tw‘n gaya/ntwn to\n a)/ndra sou
e)pi\ th”] qu/ra|

c: kai\ e)coi/sousi/n se.
The Judgnent
a> 10 e)/pesen de\ paraxrh”ma pro\s tou\s po/das au)tou”
b> kai\ e)ce/yucen:
The Buri al
a> ei)selqo/ntes de\ oi( neani/skoi eu(”~ron au)th\n

nekr a/ n,

b> kai\ e)cene/gkantes e)/qayan pro\s to\n a)/ndra au)th”s.
The Fear
11 kai\ e)ge/neto fo/bos me/gas e)f' o(/Ihn th\n
e)kkl hsi/an kai\ e)pi\ pa/ntas tou\s a)kou/ontas tau”ta.
After 2:47, this is the next ref. to ekklhsia. God both
adds to the church and takes away.

Second Hal f of the Answer to Prayer
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12b-14, cf. 2:46-47. Overall, chiastic:

1

Apostolic mracles: the requested signs and wonders
12 Dia\ de\ tw‘n xeirw'n tw'n a)posto/lwn e)gi/neto shnei *a kai\
te/rata polla\ e)n tw‘| | aw|:

Life of the Believers (2:46a):
kai\ h)”“san o(nmoqunado\n a(/pantes e)n th”| Stoa”| Sol omwntos.

honoqunadon: applied

a) to apostles: 1:14, 2:1

b) to broader conpany of believers: 2:46
c) unclear: 4:24; 15:25

d) unbelievers: 7:57; 12:20; 18:12; 19:29

Response of the Unbelievers: contrast p
a) 13 tw'n de\ |oipw'n ou)deils e)to/l ma koll a®*sqgai au)toi”s,

1) laos: nostly the Israelites in general in Acts, rather than
believers, but cf. 15:14. In general, the "people" are the
ones to whom preaching is done.

2) kollasqgai: Wiat Saul tried to do with the disciples (9:26)
or Philip to the chariot (8:29) or Peter to Cornelius
(10: 28); response on Mars' Hill (17:34).

b) a)ll' e)mega/lunen au)tou\s o( | ao/s:

Life of the Believers (2:47b):
14 ma”llon de\ proseti/gento pisteu/ontes tw‘| kuri/w plh/gh
a)ndrw*n te kai\ gunai kw'n,

Apostolic niracles: the requested healings

The wste does not flow snobothly fromv.14, but it would be a

natural continuation of 12a. Perhaps 12b-14 are a parenthesis?

Thus AV punctuati on!

a) 15 w/ste kai\ ei)s tals platei/as e)kfe/rein tou\s
a) sgenei *s kai\ tige/nai e)pi\ klinari/wn kai\ kraba/ttwn,
i (/na e)rxome/nou Pe/trou ka)\n h( skia\ e)piskia/sh| tini\
au) twhn.

b) 16 sunh/rxeto de\ kai\ to\ plh*qos tw*n pe/ric po/lewn
)l erousal h/ m fe/rontes a)sqgenei s kai\ 0) x|l oune/ nous u(po\
pneuna/twn a) kaqga/rtwn,

c) oi(/tines e)qgerapeu/onto a(/pantes.



