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Overvi ew

In the first part of the chapter, believers receive the HS under the
New Covenant for the first tinme. It is the birthday of the NT
church. Now we have a glinpse of their |life together, the
fundanental pattern for our life as we seek to foll ow the exanpl e
that the Spirit has preserved for us. Note:

1. Who does what (the believers and the Lord);
2. In sone detail, what the believers do;
3. How those around them respond.

41, 47b: The Believers ... The Lord

Cf. the English expression, "On the one hand ... on the other hand."
Greek has an anal ogous pair of expressions, and they are used in

t hese verses, though they are far enough apart that you nmay niss
themif you' re not alert.

1. 41, On the one hand, the believers, those who received Peter's
word, were baptized and integrated into the life of the assenbly,
on whi ch nore bel ow

VWhat is "the other hand"? Sonetines Ck | eaves it unexpressed, and
we m ght be tenpted to think of those who did not receive Peter's
word, etc. But it happens that v.47 contains the other

expr essi on.

2. 47, On the other hand, the Lord continued to add people to the
chur ch.

3. Application: Two | essons here.

a) The first concerns respective responsibilities. It is the
Lord's task to save and add to the church. Qur task is to
carry out the activities described in 42-47a. The Lord will
i ndeed use those activities as he brings people to hinself,
but the critical issue for our attention is our faithful ness
to the pattern here presented.

b) The second concerns our duty toward others who own the Lord as
theirs. W are to receive them upon profession of their faith
and wat er baptism Wat God has cl eansed, we nay not cal
common. It is the Lord's responsibility to save; it is ours to
receive.

B. 42-47a, VWhat the Believers Do

1. Note that baptismcones first, in v.41l. Water baptismis God's
way of bearing testinony to what the Lord Jesus has done in your
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life. It is the initiation into the church.

Luke goes on to record that they "conti nued steadfastly" in the

four basic activities of the church. What does it nean to

"conti nue steadfastly"? The verb descri bes

a) a chartered boat ready to receive the Lord, in Mark 3:9;

b) what the apostles wanted to do in prayer and preaching in Acts
6: 4;

c) the relation of a personal bodyguard to his charge in Acts
10: 7

It reflects deliberate dedication. They were dedicated to these

activities; when the believers gathered together, they nade it a

priority to be there. And their dedication was deliberate. It's

not just that they happened to run into each other every day in

the tenple. They planned their schedules to nake it happen. The

attitude here is that enjoined in Heb. 10:25, not to forsake the

assenbl i ng together of the believers.

The four things are devel oped through an anplifying alternation.
To the four activities of v.42 correspond 43, 44-45, 46, and 47a,
respectively. These are the four activities that are to be
carried out by those who have believed on the Lord Jesus and been
bapti zed.

a) 43, The apostles' doctrine. Cf. Matt. 28:19,20. This is the
task to which the apostles, the "sent ones,"” were sent: to
make di sciples by first baptizing and then instructi ng peopl e.
So here those who have been bapti zed are now seeki ng
i nstruction.

1) The link to v.43 is not through "teaching," but through
"the apostles.” The teaching is not nentioned explicitly,
but the role of signs and wonders was to validate their
authority (2 Cor. 12:12, "the signs of an apostle") and
thus inplies that teaching was of fered concurrently.

2) The response of those who heard was "great fear,"
stinmulated in this case by the signs and wonders. Specific
exanpl e: death of Anani as and Sapphira, 5:5, 11.

3) Application: The teaching of the apostl es has been
preserved for us today, in the words of the NT. Every book
of the NT is witten either by an apostle or by soneone
reporting for them (Mark for Peter; Luke for Paul). Like
the early believers, we should

a> deliberately dedi cate ourselves to the corporate study
of the teachings of the apostl es;

b> regard these teachings with holy fear, not treating them
casual ly or flippantly, nor joking about them but
recogni zing that they are the words of the One who can
kill and nake ali ve.



b)

44- 45, Fell owship. Not to be confused with cookies and punch.
The word is koi nwnia, having things in common. In 44-45, cf.
"had all things comon," koina. Perhaps a better word woul d be
"sharing."

1) Luke records for us that the early church in Jerusal em
practi ced conmuni sm The story of Ananias and Sapphira in
ch. 5 shows the detail ed workings of their practice.

2) Should we do this today? 1 Cor. 16:1-2 shows that this was
not a universal practice in the early church. There, Paul
commands i ndi vidual believers to maintain their own stocks
for charitabl e purposes. Wether or not a church operated
this way apparently depended on | ocal need. W know from
several other places (Acts 6:1-4; 11:29; 2 Cor. 8-9) that
Jerusalem was a particularly needy congregati on, and every
bit of help was needed. In Corinth, the needs were nore
f ocused.

3) But the broader principle still holds good, that the
believer's property belongs to the Lord and is at his cal
for the well-being of other believers. W are to dedicate
oursel ves deliberately to sharing our resources w th needy
brethren. According to 1 Cor. 16, it is the responsibility
of each family to do this individually. Just because as a
church we have nini mal expenses does not nean that we do
not believe in giving. Let every one of you lay by himin
st ore.

The next two itens, "breaking of bread" and "prayers," are

enbedded in a single | ong sentence whose structure repays sone

attention on its own. Note two participles [circumstantial],
then one finite verb, then two nore participles [nmanner,
anplifying "with ..."]:

continuing daily with one accord in the tenpl e,

and breaki ng bread from house to house,
they ... did eat their neat with gl adness and si ngl eness of
heart,

47 Praising God, [prayer]

and having favour with all the people.

The nain activity with which breaking of bread and prayers is
associated is eating their regul ar neal s.

1) Significance of the common neal: a sign of covenant. Cf.
Mephi bosheth at David's table (2 Sam 9:13; 19:28); |Isaac
and Abi nel ech (Gen. 26:30-31); David and Abner (2 Sam
3:20); God and |srael (Exod. 24:9-11).

Then as now, societies often held their neetings around a
common neal. Cf. service clubs (Kiwanis) or Toastnasters.
The communi on had originally been at the end of the passover
neal, and 1 Cor. 11 reflects the early custom of taking the
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d)

2)

3)

Lord's Supper at the conclusion of an ordinary neal (though
t he custom was abused there). The scriptures do not conmand
such a full nmeal as part of the Lord's Supper, and in fact
Paul's remedy to abuses in 1 Cor. 11 is to satisfy one's
hunger at hone. But it is still clear that this was the
practice of the early church, a neans of charity to the poor
and of deepening the bonds anong them This was the nmjor
neeting, a conmmon dinner culmnating with the synbolic

el enent s.

We shoul d eat together nore often. To avoi d abuse, note two
characteristics of the table, anplified in the foll ow ng
ptcs:

d adness. The renenbrance of the Lord pervaded the entire
neal, and they rejoiced together in thoughts of him This
is not the usual word for joy (xara), but a special term
indicating joy in or before the Lord, religious joy, "the
joy of our salvation." Reflected in "praising God."

Si ngl eness of heart. Their sinplicity. Etynol ogically,
"unrocky," w thout anything to stunble or trip up anyone.
Thei r conversati on and conduct when they ate together was
to be such as to build up, never offend, one another. W
can be sure their conversation was around the Lord, not the
| atest scores fromthe coliseumor the current politica
debates. Reflected in the favor they enjoyed with the
peopl e. They were sincere and genui ne.

Br eaki ng bread

1)

2)

3)

Part of the two preceeding participles, which give the
circunstances of their conmon neal s.

Relation to "continuing daily in the tenple": one aspect of
"the apostles' doctrine" was no doubt their evangelistic

m nistry, of which we shall hear several exanples in com ng
chapters. The church supported themin this. Evangelismis
not a sol o perfornance. Though one | eads the conversati on,
the Lord al ways sent his people out by twos, for nutual
support and encour agenent. Exanple: our tracting session
Sat ur day, when both coupl es went together; or our art fair
activities.

The cerenony itself. 1 Cor. 11, sharing the bread and the
cup in menory of the Lord. (Note that "breaking of bread"
is broader and can refer to a neal in general; cf. Acts
20: 7, 11.

e) Prayers = Praising God

1)

Part of the last two ptcs, which give the nanner of their
comon neal s, anplifying "gladness and si ngl eness of
heart."”



2) Relation to "having favor with all the people”: Christianity
has two directions, one toward God, the other toward our
fell ow humans. We rightly criticize those who reduce
Christianity to social activismw thout dealing with the
probl em of sin that separates people from God. But it is
al so wong to ignore the needs of our fell ow humans, or even
justify themas the results of God's |ack of election, while
pri di ng oursel ves on our private |line to heaven. Their
si ngl eness of nmind, their sincerity, won the approval of
their contenporaries.

3) They showed their gl adness when they ate together by
prai sing God. Praise (47) is nore specific than prayer
(42). In general, prayer can include four things, sunmed up
under the acronym ' ACTS :

a> Adoration (here), praising God for who he is.

b> Conf essi on, exanining our own lives in the Iight of his
word and seeking his forgi veness for our sins.

c> Thanksgi vi ng, acknow edgi ng what God has done for us.

d> Supplication, asking himfor things, either for
ourselves or for others (in which case it becone
i nt ercessi on).

The enphasi s here on adoration and praise in the context of
the Lord' s Supper suggests that this is the kind of prayer
nmost appropriate to that occasion. But in general we would
do well to dedicate nore effort to adorati on, confession,
and thanksgiving. It is easy to cone to God with requests,
and we should by no neans stop doing that. Let us suppl enent
themwi th the other Kkinds of prayer, follow ng the exanple
of Bible prayers, that usually begin with worship and only

t hen nove to request.

C. 47a, How Unbelievers Respond
Conpare this refrain with Luke 3:53, "Jesus increased in w sdom and
stature, and in favor with God and nman." Note al so how opposition
|l ater grew against the Lord, just as it did against the church.
Recal |l Francis' conments on 1 Pet. 3:16 | ast week. When opposition
cones, let it be because God has pricked peoples' hearts through his
word, not because of ungodliness in our conduct. Qur behavi or shoul d
be wi t hout reproach

Sunmmar y

1. Rejoice in the division of responsibility between us and the
Lord.

2. Follow faithfully the pattern he has provided for us here.

3. See to it that our lives are free from of fense toward t hose
wi t hout .



A

Hym:
Anal ysi s

1

230, | Love Thy Ki ngdom Lord

41-47, Correlative p (the believers vs. the Lord)

a)

b)

The beli evers:
1) 41 oi( nme\n ou)”™n a)podecal/ nenoi to\n | o/gon au)tou”®
e) bapti / sghsan,
2) kai\ prosete/ghsan e)n th”|] h(nme/ral e)kei/nh| yuxai\ w(sei\
trisxi/liai.
3) 42 h)”"san de\ proskarterou™ntes
a> th”| didaxh”| tw‘n a)posto/lwn
b> kai\ th”| koi nwni/al,
c> {kai} th® kla/sei tou® a)/rtou
d> kai\ tai”s proseuxai”s.
4) Apostolic preaching
a> 43 )Egi/neto de\ pa/sh| yuxh”| fol/bos,
b> polla/ te te/rata kai\ shnei”a dia\ tw‘n a)posto/lwn
e) gi / net o.
5) Fell owshi p = sharing
a> 44 pa/ntes de\ oi( pisteu/ontes h)”"san e)pi\ to\ au)to\
b> kai\ ei)”~xon a(/panta koi na/,
c> 45 kai\ ta\ kth/nmata kai\ ta\s u(pa/rceis e)pi/praskon
d> manner p
1> text: kai\ diene/rizon au)ta\ pa”sin
2> manner: kaqo/ti a)/n tis xrei/an ei)”~xen:
6) Breaki ng bread and prayers: manner p
a> manner-1: 46 kaq' h(ne/ran te proskarterou™ntes
o(moqunmado\n e)n tw| i (erw'|,
b> manner-2: klw*nte/s te kat' oi)”kon a)/rton,
c> text: netel a/ mbanon trofh”s e)n a)gallial/sei kail
a)felo/thti kardi/as,
d> manner-3: 47 ai)nou™ntes to\n geo\n
e> manner-4: kai\ e)/xontes xa/rin pro\s o(/lon to\n | ao/n.

The Lord: o( de\ ku/rios proseti/qgei tou\s sw zonme/ nous kaq
h(me/ran {th ekkl hsi a}.



