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Overvi ew

We continue with a case study of how the early church evangeli zed.

1

2.

5.

6.

1-4, What draws their attention (last tine).

5-13, Two ki nds of people, two kinds of response (last tinme).

a) Devout people who were interested, not only in what was
happeni ng, but also in what it nmeant;

b) O hers of a different kind who nerely nocked.

14- 36, The techni que of Peter's nessage (last tine).

a) Briefly dismss the nopckery.

b) Respond to the others from Scri pture.

22-36, The content of Peter's nessage.

37-40, The Afterneeting.

41-47, Life with the Lord (next tine).

A. Overview of the content of the sernon

1

Move from "Jewi sh nen" (14) to "lsraelite nen" (22). He urges
themto rise above their racial and religious identity to a
spiritual understanding. Here we nove fromthe introduction,
designed to capture their attention, into the nmain burden that he
wi shes to share.

In 36, Peter gives us the outline of the main body of his sernon.
Literally, "God has made both Lord and Christ this Jesus, whom
you crucified." Three points, summarized in reverse order to that
in which he expounds them

a) He will describe "this Jesus” whom |ess than two nonths
before, they crucified.

b) He will show that this One is the Christ, the pron sed
Messi ah.

c) He will further show that this one receives the divine title
of Lord, and is thus worthy to receive prayer and worship.

Application: One sonetines hears the notion that the deity of
our Lord is a later idea of the church that would not have
appeal ed to the original disciples. Yet here it is, one of the
main points in the very first Christian sernon!

B. 22-24, This Jesus, whom you crucified
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Not just "Jesus," but "this Jesus," who is singled out in two ways.

1. Positively, his mracles were God's way of directing their
attention to him

a) The general statenent: "a nman approved of God anong [ better,
unto] you." God singled himspecially for you, presenting him
to you with such evidence as could not be nissed.

b) The specific nechanismthat God used was "mracl es and wonders
and signs." A useful verse to understand the role of mracles,
and avoi d erroneous vi ews.

1) They do not prove that Jesus is God; otherw se Myses and
Elijah, who also did miracles, nust al so be God.

2) Nor are they just part of the background, ordinary and
expected. 1 Cor. 12:29, "Are all workers of mracl es?"
(Expects "no" for an answer.)

3) Rather, they are a way for God to single out an individua
and commend himto the attenti on of those around.

a> Cf. 2 Cor. 12:12, "Truly the signs of an apostle were
wr ought anpbng you in all patience, in signs, and
wonders, and nighty deeds.™

b> I n the case of the Lord, consider his response to the
di sci pl es of John in Matt. 11:2-6. They asked Jesus
whet her he were the Christ. In response, he cited his
m r acl es.

c> How do they single out Jesus? By corresponding to OT
propheci es. Conpare Matt. 11:5 with Isa. 35:5,6; 61:1.
By giving himthe nmiracl es prophesi ed of the Messi ah,
God was approving himto the attenti on of the Jews.
There was no way they could have failed to take notice
of him

The miracles in fact did attract nmany to them but there was a
stunbl i ngblock (1 Cor. 1:23, "Christ crucified, unto the Jews a
st unbl i ngbl ock), sonething that for many of them overrode the

m r acl es.

2. Negatively, he was the crucified one. It was inconceivable to
them t hat any man approved of God could be crucified, nmuch | ess
the Messiah. But Peter neets this objection head-on with three
poi nt s.

a) Hi s death was under God's sovereign control, and was in fact
part of God's plan for redeeni ng his people.

Application: |If God's sovereignty extends so far as to the
death of Christ, certainly he can work together for good al
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the events of our lives, disheartening as they may seem W I I
we view msfortune as the Jews did, a sign of God's

di spl easure, or as Peter did, the very neans of his sovereign
| ove toward us?

b) They should not so piously condemm Jesus; it was by their
agency that he was delivered to gentiles, "law ess nen," for
cruci fi xion. They, not he, are condemmed by his death.

Application: Two points of inportance here.

1) Peter does not hesitate to point out the sin of his
hearers. In fact, people won't be saved unl ess they know
that there is sonething fromwhich they need to be saved.

2) God's sovereignty does not absol ve people of their sin.
Those who break his | aw are wi cked, even though he renains
in control

c) God hinself has vindicated his Son by raising himfromthe
dead. Nor is this optional; it is inpossible that he should
remai n dead. "Pains" here are | abor pains. The grave is
concei ved of as a great wonb, and Christ by his resurrection
has initiated the birth that shall one day thrust all people
into resurrection.

Havi ng establi shed the Person in question, Peter now presents God's
testi nony about him He nakes two clains for "this Jesus," each
based on a Psalm

The two clainms proceed in inverse order. The first gives a text,

t hen di scusses why it cannot refer to David, then descri bes an event
that connects it with Jesus. The second begins with an event, npbves
to a claimthat the text does not refer to David, and ends with the
t ext.

25-32, God has made himto be Chri st

In making this point, Peter begins with the text (Psa. 16:8-11),
nmoves on to explain why it cannot apply to David, and finally ties
it historically to Jesus.

1. 25-28, the Text. No tine here to expound the Psal mfully, but
note three things that the speaker cl ai nms:

a) 25, the Lord is both before him (as his guide, by the
speaker's own deci sion), and beside him (as his defender).

b) 26, 28, the speaker experiences great joy in the Lord's
pr ot ecti on.

c) 27 describes this protection in nore detail. The Lord will
defend hi meven fromthe usual consequences of death. In the
A d Testanment, when ordinary people die, their physical bodies
corrupt, and their soul takes up residence in Sheol. The
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speaker clains that neither of these will be his experience.
2. 29-31, the Interpretation

a) 29, David couldn't have been speaking of hinself. A thousand

years after he died, he still lies nmouldering in the grave.
(Even to this day, three thousand years later, his grave is
still shown in Jerusalem)

b) 30-31, To whom coul d he have been referring? The argunent has
three prem ses and a concl usi on.

1) First premnmise is not even spoken--that the Scripture nust
be fulfilled. Neither Peter nor his hearers have any
question that if David said soneone would not suffer
corruption, that nust be the case.

2) Second prem se: David was a prophet. Echoed also in Matt.
27:35. Cf. 2 Sam 23:3. Peter seens to assune that his

hearers will have no problemw th this. Because he was a
prophet, he could foretell the future, and speak of God's
will for others.

3) Third prenise: |Is there sone other of whom he ni ght be
likely to speak? In fact, 2 Sam 7:12 shows that he was
expecting his kingdomto conti nue under a prom sed
descendant .

4) 31, Conclusion: In Ps. 16, David speaks, not of hinmself,
but of the comi ng Messiah ("Christ"). That is, one of the
characteristics of the comng Messiah is that he will not
abi de in Sheol or suffer corruption.

3. 32 The Event
These conditions are fulfilled in the person of Jesus, as we (the
apostl es) can bear witness.

D. 33-35, God has nade himto be Lord
Now Peter begins with the historical event and remarks that it is
not true of David, before citing his text (Psa. 110:1).

1. 33, The Event: Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the
Fat her, as evidenced by the conming of the Spirit, as they (the
audi ence) can bear witness.

2. 34a, the Interpretation
Davi d never ascended i nto heaven, as Jesus di d.

3. 34b-35, the Text
One whom Davi d acknow edges as Lord is to ascend to the right
hand of God.

Thus Peter proves his point, as sunmarized in v.36. Now t he people
respond to his presentation.



E. 37-40, Peter's Conversation with the Peopl e

1

37,

The peopl e ask what to do.

Their response shows two characteristics of the Spirit's work
unt o sal vati on.

a)

b)

Their notive is not to get sone heavenly goody, but to flee
fromGod's wath. The realization that drives themto action
is not that they are nissing out on a wonderful l|ife, but that
t hey have si nned agai nst a holy God.

Their question is not notivated by intellectual curiosity but
by deep enotional pain. The | evel of conviction of sin that

|l eads to real salvation goes beyond bei ng persuaded that one
is sinful, and requires that we actually feel it.

38-40, Peter's advice
Here we | earn what they are to do, what they can expect, and the
grounds on which they cone.

a)

Two actions are required of them Together, these tell how
they are to "save thenselves fromthis crooked generation,"”
separating thenselves fromits sin and its com ng judgnment.

1) Repent. This repentance is nore than just sorrow for sin,
whi ch they have al ready exhi bited (and whi ch m ght be
ternmed netaneleias). It is an act of the will (netanoein)
in which they turn fromtheir old way of life and conmit
t hensel ves to the Lord.

As an act of the will, it needs to be attested publicly,
and the next command shows how this is to be done.

2) Be baptized. God requires that his peopl e announce their
faith in him Matt. 10: 32f, "Wilosoever therefore shal

confess nme before men, himwll | confess al so before ny
Fat her which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny ne
before nen, himwll | also deny before ny Father which is

in heaven." Water baptismis the synbol that the Lord has
given us to show the "crooked generation" that we have | eft
it.

3) He calls two things to our attention about this baptismin
evi dence of repentance. Both of these qualifiers seemto
apply to "repent and be baptized," not to bapti sm al one.

a> 1t is to be "upon [epi] the name of Jesus Christ." The
preposition is unusual with respect to baptism
el sewhere we have eis or en. In other places where ep
is used with onoma (see notes on the latter word), it
suggests a verbal declaration of this nane and title.
That is, their baptismis to be coupled with their
confession that Jesus is the proni sed Messiah. Their
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very confession in baptismconstitutes a repentance
about who Jesus is.

b> It is to be "unto the renmission of sins.” It is not
baptismin itself that forgives sin, but baptismas the
si gn of repentance.

1> Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3 describe John's "baptism of
repentance unto the forgiveness of sins." These are
the only other references to "baptism ... for
f or gi veness. "

2> Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; 5:31 all relate forgi veness
directly to repentance, with no nention of baptism

3> So we have baptism + repentance = forgi veness,
repentance = forgi veness, but never baptism =
f or gi veness.

b) They can expect to "receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
Recall Jer. 31. This is the heart of the pronise of the new
covenant, and they are invited to enjoy it.

c) The basis: Joel 2:32b, the conclusion of the verse that he
quoted in v.21. They are able to call on the Lord because he
has first of all called on them The gospel gate has witten
on the outside "whosoever will," but when we cone in and turn
around, we see witten on the inside, "chosen in Christ from
t he foundation of the world.™"

Summary

1. Characteristics of Peter's presentati on:
a) Founded in the Scripture
b) Calls attention to people's sin
c) Presents the resurrection and deity of the Lord

2. Signs of true inpact: a concern with sin that goes beyond nere
ment al per suasi on.

3. The conditions of sal vation
a) A deliberate decision to repent, to change one's way of life
b) Public testinony to that effect

Psalm 110

Anal ysi s

5-13, Two kinds of reaction (last time)

14- 36, Peter's speech

14 Staqeils de\ o( Pe/tros su\n toi”s e(/ndeka e)ph”ren th\in fwnh\n
au)tou”™ kai\ a)pefqge/gcato au)toi”s,

1. 14b-21, Introduction from Joel (last tine)

2. 22-36, The Point from David



)/ Andres )Israhli~tai, a)kou/sate tou\s | o/gous tou/tous:

a) This Jesus whom you crucified...

b)

1) )l hsou™n to\n Nazwrai “on, a)/ndra a)podedei gne/ non a) po\
t ou® geou” ei)s u(ma"s duna/nesi kai\ te/rasi kai\
shnmei/ois oi (s e)poi/hsen di' au)tou® o( geo\s e)n ne/sw
u(mv*n, kagws au)toi\ oi)/date,
2) manner p: You killed him (See Rackham for the division
here.)
a> text: 23 touton ... C a)nei/l ate,
b> manner-1: th”| w(risne/nh| boul h*| kai\ prognw sei tou”
geou” e)/ kdoton | abont es
c> manner-2: dia\ xeiro\s a)no/ mm prosph/cantes
d> comment <touton>: reason p
1> text: 24 o(\n o( geo\s a)ne/sthsen |u/sas ta\s
w) di “nas tou”™ gana/tou,
2> reason: kaqgo/ti ou)k h)”~n dunato\n kratei”sqga
au)to\n u(p' au)tou”:

The two following clainms proceed in inverse order. The first
gives a text, then di scusses why it cannot refer to David,

t hen descri bes an event that connects it with Jesus. The
second begins with an event, noves to a claimthat the text
does not refer to David, and ends with the text.

God has made himto be Chri st.

1) Text: quote p: 25 Dauild ga\r le/gei ei)s au)to/n,
a> Proorw mhn to\n ku/rion e)nw pio/n nou dia\ panto/s,
b> o(/ti e)k deciw'n nou/ e)stin
c> i (/na mh\ sal eugw®.
d> 26 dia\ tourto hu)fra/ngh h( kardi/a nou
e> kai\ h)gallia/sato h( glw‘'ssa/ nou,
f> e)/ti de\ kai\ h( sa/rc nou kataskhnw sei e)p' e)lpi/di:
g> 27 o(/ti ou)k e)gkatalei/yeis th\in yuxh/n nou ei)s
a(/| dhn,
h> ou)de\ dw seis to\n o(/sio/n sou i)dei”~n diafqoral/n.
i> 28 e)gnwrisal/s nmoi o(douls zwh”s,
j> plhrw seis me eu)frosu/nhs neta\ tou” prosw pou sou.

2) Not David: reason p (oun in v.30, not de or alla)
a> 29 )/ Andres a)delfoil/,
b> reason: quote p
1> quote f: e)co\n ei)pei™n neta\ parrhsi/as pro\s
u(ma”s peri\ tou” patria/rxou Daui/d, o(/ti
2> quot e:
a: kai\ e)tel eu/thsen
b: kai\ e)ta/fh
c: kai\ to\ mh”nma au)tou” e)/stin e)n h(m ~n a)/xri
th”s h(nme/ras tau/ths:
c> text: reason p (why kai with reason-2?): David spoke of
Chri st.
1> reason-1: 30 profh/ths ou)”~n u(pa/rxwn,
2> reason-2: kai\ ei)dws o(/ti o(/rkwl w/npbsen au)tw}|
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o( geo\s e)k karpou”r th”s o0)sfu/os au)toun kaqi/ sai
e)pi\ to\n qgqro/non au)tou”®,
3> reason-3: 31 proi+dwn
4> text: quote p
a:. quote f: e)la/lhsen peri\ th"s a)nastal/sews tou”
Xristou® o(/ti
b: quote:
1: ou)/te e)gkatelei/fgh ei)s a(/]|dhn
2: ou)/te h( sa\rc au)tou” ei)~den di af qora/n.

3) Event: reason p: CGod raised himup, and we saw it.
a> text: 32 tou~ton to\n )l hsou®n a)ne/sthsen o( qgeo/s,
b> reason: ou(” pa/ntes h(nei” s e)snmen nma/rtures.

c) God has nmade himto be Lord

1) Event: circunstance p: He has ascended and sent the Spirit,
whi ch you have seen.
a> circ-1. 33 th”| decia®| ou)”™n tou™ geou”™ u(ywgeils
b> circ-2: th/n te e)paggeli/an tou® pneu/ matos tou”®
a(gi/ou | abwin para\ tou” patro\s
c> text: e)ce/xeen tou”to o(\ u(nei”s [kai\] ble/pete kail
a) kou/ et e.

2) Not David: 34 ou) ga\r Dauild a)ne/bh ei)s tou\s
ou) ranou/ s,

3) Text: le/lgei de\ au)to/s,
quote p: Ei)”pen [o(] ku/rios tw‘| kuri/w nou,
a> tenporal p
1> text: Ka/qou e)k deciw‘n nou
2> tinme: 35 e(/ws a)\n gw* tou\s e)xqrou/s sou
u( popo/ di on tw'‘n podw*n sou.

d) Concl usi on: quote p:
1) quote f: 36 a)sfalw's ou)™n gi nwske/tw pa”s oi)"kos
YIsrah\l o(/ti
2) quote: coment p
a> text: kai\ ku/rion au)to\n kai\ Xristo\n e)poi/hsen o
geo/s, tou”ton to\n )I hsou”™n
b> comment <touton ton | hsoun>: o(\n u(nei”s e)staurw sate.

C. 37-40, Peter's Conversation with the Peopl e

1. 37, The people ask what to do.

a) tenporal p
1) time: 37 )Akou/santes de\
2) text: katenu/ghsan th\n kardi/ an,

b) quote p:
1) quote f: ei)”po/n te prols to\n Pe/tron kai\ tou\s | oi pou\s

a) post o/ | ous,

2) quote: Ti/ poih/swen, a)/ndres a)delfoil/;

2. 38-40, Peter's advice:



a) quote p: 38 Pe/tros de\ pro\s au)tou/s,

b)
c)

D. 41-47,
(next

1)
2)

3)
4)

40

Met anoh/ sate, [fhsi/n,]

kai\ baptisqgh/tw e(/kastos u(mv*n e)pi\ tw*| o)no/ mati

)l hsou™ Xristou”™ ei)s a)/fesin tw'n a(marti w‘n u( mv*n,
kai\ | h/nyesge th\n dwea\n tou® a(gi/ou pneu/ nat os:

39 u(mi~™n ga/r e)stin h( e)paggeli/a kai\ toi”s te/knois
u(mv*n kai\ pa”sin toi”s ei)s makra\n o(/sous a)\n
proskal e/ shtai ku/rios o( qeo\s h(m'n.

e(te/rois te lo/gois plei/osin diemartu/rato,

guote p

1)
2)

quote f: kai\ pareka/lei au)tou\s | e/ gwn,
quote: Sw ghte a)po\ th”s genea”s th”s skolia”s tau/ths.

Correlative p (the believers vs. the Lord)
time)



