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Overvi ew

1. Hooker: how do you recogni ze an unbeliever? There are two forns
of opposition:
a) Qutright disbelief and rejection, 8-10. Easy to spot.
b) Imtation of the truth, yet without underlying faith, 11-19.
Hard to detect. Danger of being fooled into thinking that
soneone is a believer.

2. Two forms of Paul's nministry (cf. the two requests in 4:29, 30:
for bol dness to speak, and for mracles)
a) teaching
b) mracles
(It is hardly coincidental that teaching brings the forthright
rejection, but miracles are imtated.)

3. I n each case,

a) Paul's activity

b) The rejection

c) Divine response to the rejection

d) The outcone, with both Jews and G eeks:
1) all in Asia heard the word of the Lord
2) believers in Ephesus forsook their denonic activities.
In both cases, opposition | eads to an even greater result
t han woul d have occurred wi thout it.

4. [not in sernpbn] Two flights (!)
a) Paul fromthe synagogue
b) The sons of Sceva fromthe house of the possessed nan

8-10, Qutright Opposition to Teaching

1. 8, Paul's Mnistry
a) in the Synagogue as we have seen el sewhere. Wl | received
t here when he first came to Eph.
b) Bol dness. Eph. 6:19, the product of prayer for one anot her.
c) Persistent (3 nonths)
d) Prepared: "disputing & persuading." Knew the questions and had
figured out the answers.

2. 9a, Jewi sh Opposition

Three st ages

a) Hardeni ng. Heb. 3:13, "through the deceitful ness of sin." The
unbel i ever thinks he is weighing the gospel rationally; in
fact, he is clinging onto sin and is unwilling to let it go.

b) Unbelief. Not passive; s.t. translated "di sobedient." They
rej ect the nessage, because otherw se they would have to stop
si nni ng.

c) Spoke evil. Having rejected it thenselves, they can't stand
t he t hought that soneone el se would accept it--that only
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further condemms their own conduct.

d) Application: At root, people reject the gospel, not for
intell ectual reasons, but for noral ones--because they wll
not give up their sin. Need to understand this in nministry.

9b, Response and Correction

a) Here, through Paul.

b) Separates the believers for instruction. Need for teaching
di stinct from evangelism

c) Note neeting place--a school. Churches in the NT neet in hones

or borrowed facilities--they do not invest in |large capital
pl ant s.

10, Cutcone

The Word of the Lord heard throughout Asia by both Jews and

G eeks.

a) Not because Paul was traveling around--he wasn't.

b) Probably not because everyone in Asia canme to Tyrannus's
school

c) More likely, the effect of a well-instructed body of
bel i evers, who could articulate the gospel in their daily
interactions. Cf. 2 Tim 2:2. One objective of systematic
Bi bl e teaching is your ability to "give an answer," 2 Pet.
3: 15.

11-19, Unfounded Imtation of Mracles

Al ongsi de teaching, mracles are a regular sign of the Spirit's
power in Acts. Cf. 4:29,630; 2:43 "wonders and signs" acconpanyi ng
t he apostles' doctrine; 8:6, Philip.
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11-12, Paul's Mnistry

a) Healing by nmeans of indirect contact; the bandannas and aprons

he used in his |l eatherwork. Cf. 5:15, Peter's shadow Luke is
concerned to show the parity of Paul with Peter, and this
epi sode may be recorded here for that purpose.

b) What should our attitude be toward niracles today?
1) NOT reject the concept outright.
2) Recogni ze that Satan can do themtoo; 2 Thes. 2:9, "power
and signs and | yi ng wonders. "
3) Judge the doctrine that acconpani es them

13-14, Jewish imtation

a) A common perversion of the OT faith--1ots of Jew sh exorcists.

Extends into the Kaballists of the m ddl e ages. The | neffable
name was particularly valued as an incantation. They saw
Paul ' s success--recogni zed its power--and sought to enjoy it
t hensel ves.

b) This particular Sceva is called "a chief priest"--fromthe
famly in Jerusalen? or a self-assigned title, part of his
adverti si ng?



c) Application: W should not be surprised that many of the
practical teachings of Christianity (love, joy, Kindness,
t ol erance) are echoed by unbelievers--or be tenpted to regard
t hem as second-cl ass truths because they are echoed. They are
ours by birthright--others only seek to borrow t hem

3. 15-16, Response and Correction

a) The denpbn's words: distinguish two words for "know. " (cf. Jude
10; epistamai is what the brutes can do.)

1) | recognize Jesus (through personal experience; was this a
denpon cast out previously by our Lord?).
2) | know of Paul (acknow edge his authority as a

representative of Christ).
3) Who are you? You have no clai mon ne.

b) As a result, they fail utterly and publicly.

c) Application: Unbelievers may seek to inmitate us, but w thout
the power of the HS, they cannot succeed, and their failure
will be evident to any honest observer.

4, 17-19, CQutcone

a) As before, both Jews and Greeks are affected.

b) Scope: previously, all of Asia, as believers went everywhere
telling what they had | earned. Now focused on Ephesus, where
peopl e had observed this single dramatic failure.

c) Two-fold inpact
1) 17 is general, both unbelievers and believers.

2) 18-19 focus on the inpact on believers, nmany of whom had
been dabbling in the occult. Perhaps encouraged by Sceval
Seeki ng the kind of synergy that Sceva's sons attenpted.
Real i zi ng the direct opposition of the two, they now reject
t he ungodly things, even at great financial cost.

d) Application: W cannot serve both God and mammon; cannot
"choose the best of both worlds."” To follow Christ, we nust

forsake all; he nust reign al one.
Sunmar y
1. The ministry of the gospel can include both preachi ng and
m r acl es.
2. Opposition can take two forns: direct outward rejection, but also
imtation.

3. Response: Persevere with the believers in the face of rejection;
recogni ze failure in the case of imtation.

4. Look to God to nmagnify his name.

Hymm: Great God of Wnders, 216

Anal ysi s

A. 8-10, Teachi ng
1. Paul



B. 11-

8 Ei)selgwn de\ ei)s th\n sunagwgh\ n e)parrhsi a/zeto e)pi\

mh~nas trei s di al ego/ nenos kai\ pei/gwn [ta\] peri\ th~s

basi |l ei /as tou™ geou”.

Jews

9 wW(s de/ tines e)skl hru/nonto kai\ h)pei/goun kakol ogou™nt es

th\n o(do\n e)nw pion tou” plh/qous,

Response

a)postal\s a)p' au)tw*n a)fwrisen tou\s naghta/s, kaq' h(ne/ran

di al ego/ menos e)n th”| sxol h”| Tura/ nnou.

Resul ts

a) 10 tou~to de\ e)ge/neto e)pi\ e)/th du/o,

b) wW(/ste pa/ntas tou\s katoi kourntas th\n )Asi/an a)kou”sai to\n
|l o/ gon tou” kuri/ou, )loudai/ous te kai\ (/ElIhnas.

19, Working Mracles

specification p: Paul's nministry
Problem it would be nice to have a break here, so that we have
+/- in teaching with result in 8-10, then +/- in nmiracles with
result in 11-19, but the _te_in v.1l1 nmitigates against this. NB
a non-trivial nunmber of nes do have _de_ here! Alternatively, the
_te_ enphasizes the sinilarity between the two accounts.
a) general: 11 Duna/neis te ou) ta\s tuxou/sas o( geo\s e)poi/ei
dia\ tw*n xei rw‘n Pau/l ou,
b) specific: 12 w/ste kail
1) result p
a> text: e)pi\ toul\s a)sgenou”ntas a)pofe/resqai a)po\ tour
Xrwto\'s au)tou” souda/ria h)\ simKki/ngia
b> resul t:
1> kai\ a)palla/ssesgai a)p' au)tw'‘n ta\s no/ sous,
2> tal te pneu/nmata ta\ ponhra\ e)kporeu/esqai.

specification p: Jewish inmtation

a) general: 13 e)pexei/rhsan de/ tines kai\ tw'n perierxone/ nwn
) I oudai / wn e) corki stw'*n o)noma/zein e)pi\ touls e)/xontas ta\
pneu/ mata ta\ ponhra\ to\ o)/ noma tou” kuri/ou )I hsou®
|l e/gontes, (Orki/zw u(nma”s to\n )l hsou™n o(\n Pau”l os
khru/ ssei .

b) specific
1) 14 h)”san de/ tinos Skeua”™ )l oudai/ou a)rxiere/ws e(ptal

ui (oi\ tou”~to poiou”ntes.

15-16, Response
a) quote p
1) quote f: 15 a)pokrige\n de\ to\ pneu”ma to\ ponhro\n
ei )"pen au)toi”’s,
2) quot e:
a> To\n [nme\n] )l hsou™n gi nw skw [t hrough persona
experi ence]
b> kai\ to\n Pau”lon e)pi/stanmai, [know about]
c> u(nei”s de\ ti/nes e)ste/;
b) 16 kai\ e)falo/nenos o( a)/nqrwpos e)p' au)touls e)n w |
h)*n to\ pneu”ma to\ ponhro\n kai katakurieu/san autwn
i)/ sxusen kat' au)tw'n,



c) W(/ste gumoul's kai\ tetraunati sne/ nous e)kfugei *n e)k tou”
oi )/ kou e) kei / nou.

17-19, GCeneral Results

In both cases, ending with magnification of the Lord's nanme or
hi s word.

a) on unbelievers:

1)

2)
3)
b) on
1)

17 tourto de\ e)ge/neto gnwsto\n pa”“sin )loudai/ois te
kai\ (/Ell hsin toi”s katoi kou®sin th\n )/Efeson,

kai\ e)pe/ pesen fo/bos e)pi\ pa/ntas au)tou/s,

kai\ e)negalu/neto to\ o)/ noma tou”™ kuri/ou )I hsou”.
bel i evers

18 polloi/ te tw'n pepisteuko/twn h)/rxonto

e) conol ogou/ nenoi kai\ a)nagge/llontes ta\s pra/ceis

au) twhn.

19 i(kanoi\ de\ tw‘n ta\ peri/erga praca/ ntwn

sunene/ gkantes ta\s bi /bl ous kat e/ kai on e)nw pi on pa/ ntwn:
kai\ suneyh/fisan tal\s tima\s au)tw'n

kai\ eu(”~ron a)rguri/ou nurial/das pe/nte.

20 Qu(/tws kata\ kra/tos tou” kuri/ou o( |o/gos hu)/canen
kai\ i)/ sxuen.



