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Overvi ew
The history of the church in Ephesus. Conpare to the previous seven
(Pisidian Antioch, lconium Lystra, Philippi, Thessal onica, Athens,
Cori nt h).

1. Simlarities

a) Initial receptivity, |like Berea

b) Long residence, |like Corinth

c) Major opposition from Gentiles inpoveri shed by the gospel,
l'i ke Philippi

2. Different in several ways.
a) Paul | eaves because he wants to be sonewhere el se, before
there has been the first sign of persecution or rejection.
b) Majority of the initial work done by his associates, Aquila
and Priscilla.
c) Interaction with "found" believers, those who have been saved
el sewhere, but now cross his path. No | onger just Paul's

party.

3. Qutline
Not e t he heavy enphasis (three paragraphs out of five) on
spiritual influences, whether the centrality of the HS in
Christianity or the need for believers to forsake evil spirits.
a) 18:18-23, Return to Jerusal em (today)
b) 18:24-28, Apoll os
c) 19:1-7, The Twel ve
d) 19:8-12, Teaching in Ephesus
e) 19:13-20, The Exorcists Exorcised

VWhen?
18, remained "yet a good while,"” in addition to the year and a half
of wv.11.
1. Resulting fromthe Lord's gracious protection, per the promse in
9-10.
2. Used in building up the believers; essential step in church
pl anti ng.
3. Also used in witing to the Thessal oni ans, to encourage themin
their faith.
a) First letter probably just after v.5.
b) Second |l etter perhaps during this extended peri od.

Why ?
18-19, he had a Nazirite vow that required himto offer a sacrifice
in Jerusal em

1. What is a vow? A pronise to offer a sacrifice to God in exchange
for his protection or favor.

a) Exanples (note "if...then" structure):
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1) Jacob in Gen. 28:20-22.
2) lIsrael, Num 21:2

3) Jepht hah, Jud. 11: 30, 31.
4) Hannah in 1 Sam 1:11

b) Never required in scripture; conpletely voluntary. Num 23:22.

c) If it is undertaken, it must be carried out. Num 30:2; Deut.
23:21,22; Eccl. 5:4,5.

d) How about Matt. 5: 33, 34?2

1) Difference between oath and vow. Cf. Acts 23:12,21. No
exanpl e of any NT saint taking an oath (binding oursel ves
to act by declaring consequences); in a vow, we ask God to
act, and sinply prom se thanksgi vi ng.

2) Do 2 Cor. 1:23 and 1 Thes. 2:5 constitute oaths? No, for no
penalty is invoked.

3) Matt. 26:63,64 is not an exception; see GQundry on 5:33ff.

2. What was the occasion for Paul's vow? Can only specul ate, but
he's had many threats to his mssion. At sone point he has vowed
to make this sacrifice if God would i ntervene in sone way. The
ext ended period of peaceful mnistry in Corinth, the first that
he has enjoyed, certainly is an appropriate scenario for the
ful fill ment.

3. Observation: shows the depth of Paul's own jew shness, to fulfil
a Jewi sh vow. "a hebrew of the hebrews." Many theol ogi ca
questions (e.g., eschatology) turn in part on whet her God has
rejected the Jew. Paul's intense jew shness (extending even to
offering animal sacrifice) shows that he did not see any such
rejection.

4. Should we vow today? Qur only exanple (here) is a Jewi sh vow, and
one that requires the temple. Probably should be understood as
di stinctively jew sh.

C. Who?

1. AP with himto Ephesus. Perhaps deliberate; he wants to
establish a beachhead in Asia, yet also is committed to return to
Jerusal em

2. Silas and Tinothy (v.5) probably stayed in Corinth.

D. How?

E

I ntroduced the preaching, then left. NB: a good way to evangeli ze;
the nore experienced sets the stage, then | eaves the detail ed work
to others. Can do this with home bible studies.

VWher e?

1. Ephesus

2. Caesaria (seaport)

3. "Gone up" = Jerusal em

4. Antioch, the sending church

5. Back through Asia Mnor, cf. 19:1



Sunmar y

Usually noted as the end of the second nissionary journey and the
begi nning of the third; but Luke does not enphasize it this way at
all. Just a furlough by Paul in the nmidst of the Ephesi an m ssi on.
Pri nci pl es:

1. No one-nan show. Cultivate the gifts of others and take advant age
of them

2. Paul faithful to his own Jewi shness. NT is NOT anti-Jew sh;

j ewi sh custons were not abandoned by believing Jews. Still God's
chosen people; still carry his prom ses.

Hym:

Anal ysi s

A. 18:18-13, Return to Jerusal em

1. reason p

a) text: 18 (O de\ Pau®los ... e)ce/plei ei)s th\n Suri/an, kai\
sul\n au)tw| Pri/skilla kai\ )Aku/l as,
1) e)/ti prosnei/nas h(ne/ras i(kanal\s witing of Thessal oni an

epi stl es

2) toi”s a)del foi”~s a)potacal/ nenos
3) keira/nenos e)n Kegxreai”s th\n kefal h/n,

b) reason: ei)”xen ga\r eu)xh/n. See Holl enbach's constraints;
this cannot be governed by keiranenos.

2. anmpl p
a) summary:
1) 19 kath/nthsan de\ ei)s )/ Efeson,
2) ka)kei/nous kate/lipen au)tou”,
b) anmplification:
1) au)to\s de\ ei)selgwn ei)s th\in sunagwgh\ n di el e/cato
toi s )l oudai/ ois.
2) ou) k e)pel/ neusen,
a> 20 e)rww ntwn de\ au)tw'n e)pi\ plei/ona xro/ non
mei Mnai
3) 21 a)lla\ ... a)nh/xgh a)po\ th~”s )Efe/sou:
a> a) pot aca/ nenos
b> kai\ ei)pw n,
1> Pa/lin a)naka/ nyw pro\s u(ma”s tou”™ geou”™ qge/l ontos,
4) 22 kai\ ... kate/bh ei)s )Antio/xei an,
a> katelgwn ei)s Kai sa/reian,
b> a) naba\s
c> kai\ a)spasa/nenos th\n e)kkl hsi/an,
5) 23 kai\ ... e)ch”lgen,
a> poi h/ sas xro/ non tina\
b> di erxo/ nenos kagech”s th\n Gal ati kh\n xw/ ran kai \
Frugi / an,
c> e)pisthri/zwn pa/ntas tou\s naghta/s.






