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Overvi ew
Berea is the npost receptive audi ence; Athens, one of the | east.
Eur ope provi des both extrenes.

Application: Paul becoming all things to all nmen, in order to win
sone.

10- 15, Berea

Li ke lconium these two are the | east el aborated over the conmpn
pattern, and both el aborate it in the sane way (an extended
followup nministry).

Li ke Lystra: persecution cones from out-of-town Jews.

1. Initiation
a) Paul does not hesitate to nove on. Does not seek to force
people to believe. Sinply lays out the facts and deals with
t hose who respond. Tinothy, in renaining behind in Thess., is
establ i shing the new beli evers.
b) Next town: goes right into the Synagogue. Regul ar feature. He
knows what busi ness he is about, and goes right to it.

2. The Nobl e Ber eans

a) The fact: "nore noble than those in Thessal oni ca.”
1) "Those" = "those Jews," of whomin Thess only "sone"
bel i eved.
2) "Noble." Lit., "well-born." In that society, birth counted

for a great deal. But Luke is describing a different kind
of nobility, one open to anyone regardl ess of soci al
st at us.

b) The definition:

1) Readiness, willingness to |listen. "Receive the word:" |ike
the Samaritans 8:14 or Cornelius and his fanmly 11:1. QOpp.
13: 46, putting the word of God away (apotiqgem ). W offer
it; people can either welcone it into their attenti on or
reject it. Nobility entails an openness to what is
suggest ed; not being of a closed m nd.

2) Respecting the authority of Scripture. They tested what
t hey | earned by what they had al ready accepted as the Wrd
of God.

3) Failure on either count is serious; failure to receive
makes it inpossible for us ever to | earn anythi ng new,
failure to exani ne renders us subject to the whins of false
doctrine (and we see an exanple of this in Athens, the very
next stop). The solution to false teaching is not
censorshi p, but Berean nobility.

c) The result: conpare v.12 "many" with v.4 "sone.



16-

The | gnobl e Thessal oni ans

Here, as in Lystra, persecution cones fromout of town. Shows the
intensity of people's opposition to the truth: not only do they
want to renpove the local irritant, but they oppose the ideol ogy
to the extent that they want to keep it from goi ng anywhere.

The Ongoing Mnistry

a) By now, Tinothy has rejoined the party from Thess.

b) Tim and Silas are left to continue work in Berea, while Paul
moves on ahead to At hens.

34, Athens (Setting)

16a, Waiti ng.

This is the first city in which Paul begins al one, w thout other

beli evers to support him Note the urgency of his instruction in

v.15 for Silas and Tinmothy to rejoin himASAP. M ssionary work is
a team endeavor, not a solo effort.

a) Reasons:
1) The exanple of our Lord, who sent out his followers two by
two, Mark 6:7 (the twelve) and Luke 10:1 (the seventy).
2) The principle: Gen. 2:18; Eccl. 4:9-12.

b) In spite of this, we have no record that they were able to
remain with Paul in Athens for any length of tine. The demands
of the mnistry press hard on the team we are not the first
to face conflicting denands for our tinme and attenti on.

1) 1 Thess. 3:1,2 shows that Tinmthy was sent back from At hens
to Thess. to continue the foll owup there.

2) Acts 18:5 shows that Silas rejoins himin Corinth; was not
with himwhen he left Athens (18:1). Perhaps was sent back
to Berea or even Philippi.

16b, Wath

Paul's response to what he saw around him his spirit is stirred,
lit. "angered." This is what doesn't happen easily to love (1
Cor. 13:5, "is not easily provoked”). Cf. the Lord s reaction to

t he noneychangers in the tenple.

Today, people tour Athens to see the great works of ancient art.
But the eyes of culture are pagan eyes. To Paul, these great
bui | di ngs and scul ptures were tangi bl e evidence of nman's
rebel |l i on agai nst God.

W cannot avoid "culture,"” and in fact can learn nmuch fromit,
but nmust do so through the eyes of faith. Evaluate such things,
as Paul did, froma Christian perspective.

a) E.g., ny inpression fromvisiting Rone this sunmer: "How are
the mighty fallen." Wat the gui debooks present as the cream
of classical culture, | saw as God's verdict on a culture that

denied him and a warning of what awaits our culture.



b) E.g., the reactions Anita and | had touring the Petrified
Forest a few years ago: the devastati on wought by the Fl ood.

17, CQutreach
How Paul occupied hinself while waiting: he lets no grass grow
under his feet.

From here through the end of the chapter, we have three
successi ve | evel s of focusing and anplification: all nen ->
pagans -> those with a serious interest in the faith he is
expl ai ni ng.

a) Activity: "disputing," reasoning. Different word than
"teachi ng" (enphasi zing the conveying of information from
master to student), "preaching" (the role of a herald,
announci ng), or "evangeli zi ng" (enphasi zes the content, the
good news). This term enphasi zes the reasoning i nvol ved,
either an explicit discussion or a discourse that rai ses and
addr esses vari ous obj ecti ons.

Application: It's not out of order to engage the nmind in
evangel i snl

b) Addressees and Venues:

1) Jews and proselytes in the Synagogue, seeking the point of
contact as el sewhere.

2) Anyone who happens al ong (paratugxanontas) in the market.
AV "net" is too deliberate. The market in the Greek city
was |i ke the gate of the semitic city, the focal point of
trade and governnent. Cf. the U of M D ag. The great
school s of the Stoics and Epicureans net in or near the
mar ket . Paul sought out a likely place to engage peopl e,
who in this case would be by and | arge pagans.

Application: Take advantage of God's acci dents! "Chance
acquai ntances" are often engi neered by God, and may be of
nmore i nportance in the light of eternity than the el aborate
pl ans we have made for oursel ves.

18, Focus in on the Pagans.
O the two groups of addressees identified in v.17, this section
focuses in on the pagans in the marketpl ace.

a) The auditors:
1) Epicurians: utilitarians. What matters is what works. |f
there is a god, he doesn't matter.
2) Stoics: pantheists; rigid idealists. Pharisaica
orientation (and in fact with senitic connections).
3) Application: the sane kinds of opposition that we face
t oday!

b) Their reactions



1) Sone (perhaps the Epicurians) reject himout of hand as a

"babbler,"” lit. "seed-picker," originally a bird that
scavenges what ever random seeds it can, then of soneone who
pi cks up scraps in the market, either literally or (as

here) netaphorically: soneone with no firm phil osophica
credentials, but who has picked up a few fl ashy i deas here
and there and seeks to present them as though he really
knew sonething. Thus this is a term of condescendi ng

cont enpt .

2) O hers (nmaybe the Stoics) think that "Jesus" and
"anastasi s" (resurrection) are the nanes of new gods that
he is proposing; a serious natter, since each city
fl ouri shed under the care of its patron deities, and to
procl ai m new deities was treason against the city (for
whi ch very cause Socrates had been executed here five
centuries before).

3) Application: Shows two forns of objection that we can
receive to the gospel: nobckery and principl ed opposition.

5. 19-21, focus further on the Stoics (or at |east the second

questi on)

This formal query is an extension of the second position in v. 18,

and as such may have been pronoted by the Stoics. Exam ne the

message itself and its results next tine.

a) 19a, The setting: the Areopagus is the city assenbly. It
originally net on Mars Hi Il (whence the AV interpretation of
the phrase in v.22), but by this tine convened nostly in the
mar ket pl ace. This is a prelimnary hearing around the question
of whether Paul is indeed introduci ng gods.

b) 19b-20, The question: Could we please have further statenent
of these ideas that you're propoundi ng?

c) 21, The characterization: nuch |Iike many university
communities today. All people care about is satisfying
curiosity for the sake of curiosity; no sense of pragmatism
(Which is probably why the Romans nanaged to overtake them)

Summar y

Paul's principle is to be all things to all nen, 1 Cor. 9:19-23. Now
that he is in Europe, Luke records how he adopts his approach to the
G eek ni nd.

Psalm 72:1-8, O God, Thy Judgnents G ve the King.

Anal ysi s

A. 10-15, Berea

1

10 O ( de\ a)delfoi\ eu)ge/ws dia\ nuktol\s e)ce/penyan to/n te
Pau~l on kai\ to\n Sila™n ei)s Be/roian,
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B. 16-

oi (/tines parageno/nenoi ei)s th\n sunagwgh\n tw'n )I oudai/wn
a) ph/ | esan.
11 ou(~toi de\ h)~san eu)gene/steroi tw'n e)n Qessal oni/kh]|,
oi (/tines e)de/canto to\n | o/gon neta\ pa/shs proqum/ as,
kag' h(ne/ran a)nakri/nontes ta\s grafa\s ei) e)/xoi tau~ta
ou(/tws.
pres ptc of concommitant action; cf. Acts 19:9, Burton MT p. 55.
12 polloi\ me\n ou)®n e)c au)tw'n e)pi/steusan, kai\ tw'n
(El'l hni / dwn gunai kw*n tw'n eu) sxhno/ nwn kai\ a)ndrw*n ou)k
o)li/goi.
temporal p
a) tinme: AQp
1) AQf: 13 (W de\ e)/gnwsan oi( a)po\ th~”s Qessal oni/khs
) I oudai ~oi o(/ti
2) AQ kai\ e)n th”| Beroi/a|] kathgge/lh u(po\ tou” Pau/lou o
| o/ gos tou”™ geou”,
b) text: h)~lgon ka)kei  sal eu/ontes tou\s 0)/xl ous.
Who troubl es whon?
1) Accusations: the apostles are accused of
a> anastatow, 17:6, cf. 21:38
b> ekt arasso, 16: 20
2) Actions: the Jews do the foll ow ng:
a> sal euw, 17:13
b> tarasso, 17:8 [,13 Cr]
c> qorubew, 17:5
d> parotrunw, 13:50
e> epegeirw, 13:50, 14:2
f> katefisthm , 18:12
14 eu)qe/ws de\ to/te to\n Pau”™l on e)cape/steilan oi( a)del foil
poreu/ esqgai e(/ws e)pi\ th\n qga/l assan:
u(pe/nmeina/n te o(/ te Silans kai\ o( Tino/geos e)kei™.
15 oi( de\ kagi sta/nontes to\n Pau”~l on h)/gagon e(/ws ) Aghnw'n,
quote p
a) quote f: kai\ labo/ntes e)ntolh\n prol\s to\n Sila™n kai\ to\n
Ti o/ geon i (/ na
b) quote: wW(s ta/xista e)/lgwsin prol\s au)to\n
e) ch/ | esan.

34, At hens

16 setting: conpound p: Paul's spiritual turnoil

a) time: 16 )En de\ tai”s )Agh/nais e)kdexone/ nou au)tou\s tou”
Pau/ | ou,

b) text: parwcu/neto to\ pneu“na au)tou”™ e)n au)tw'|

c) reason: gewou”ntos katei/dw on ou)”san th\n po/lin.

contrast -- nodes of presentation (nen ... de)
Actual ly, specialization and anplification.

a) CGeneral description of his interactions with both Jew and
G eek
17 diele/geto ne\n ou)*n e)n th”| sunagwgh”| toi” s
)l oudai/ois kai\ toi”s sebone/nois kai\ e)n th”| a)gora’|
kat a\ pa“san h(ne/ran pro\s tou\s paratugxal/ nont as.
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b) 18, Focus in on the nmarketpl ace di scussions with gentil es.

1)

2)

3)

18 tine\s de\ kai\ tw‘n )Epi kourei/wn kai\ Stoi+kw'n
filoso/fwn sune/ballon au)tw}|,
quote p
a> quote f: kai/ tines e)/l egon,
b> quote: Ti/ a)\n ge/loi o( spernolo/gos ou(~tos |el/gein;
reason p
a> text: quote p

1> quote f: oi( de/,

2> quote: Ce/ nwn dai noni /wn dokei # kat aggel eu\s ei ) "nai :
b> reason: o(/ti to\n )l hsou™n kai\ th\n a)na/stasin

eu) hggel i/ zet o.

19-34, Focus in on the Stoic's Question

1)

19-21, Their focused question
a> 19 e)pilabo/nmenoi/ te au)tou® e)pi\ to\n )/ Areion
Pa/ gon h)/ gagon,
b> expl anation p
1> text: quote p
a: quote f: |el/gontes,
b: quote:
1. Duna/neqa gnw*nai ti/s h( kainh\ au(/th h(
u( po\ sou” | al oune/ nh di daxh/;
2: 20 ceni/zonta ga/r tina ei)sfel/reis ei)s ta\s
a) koa\'s h(mvn:
3: boul o/ neqa ou)n gnw*nai ti/na qe/lei tau“ta
ei ) nai.
2> explanation: 21 )Aghnai “oi de\ pa/ntes kai\ oi(
e) pi dhnou~*ntes ce/noi ei)s ou)de\n e(/teron
hu)kai/roun h)\ le/gein ti h)\ a)kou/ein ti
kai no/ t er on.

2) 22-31, Paul's Response [next study]

3) 32-34, Response [next study]



